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Jacob Works with His Uncle Laban 

Objective 

· Good work saves its doer. 

References 

· Genesis 29 

· “Studies on the Book of Genesis,” Sporting, Alexandria 

Memory Verse 

“I am with you and will keep you wherever you go.” (Genesis 28:15) 

Introduction 

· Review with the children the previous lesson. 

· How did Jacob receive the blessing and how did he behave when he knew that Esau was angry with him? 

Lesson Outline 

Jacob left Beersheba for Haran so that Esau might calm down, and he went on in his way with the help of God and through the blessings of his parents. He went on walking till darkness fell, then he raised his blessed prayer, promised the holy promise, and slept between the hands of God. He saw the wonderful dream - the ladder, a stairway from earth to heaven with angels going up and coming down on it. 

· Why did Jacob pray and what did he promise? 

· What was the dream that he saw? 

Beside the well at Haran: Jacob arrived at the well and sat there. He watered his uncle’s sheep. His uncle Laban knew him through his daughters. They invited him to stay with them. 

· Why couldn’t the girls take water from the well? 

· What did Jacob do? 

· How did Laban know that he was his relative? 

Jacob the Shepherd:  Because of Jacob’s wisdom and God’s blessing, Laban’s sheep increased in numbers.  Laban asked Jacob to stay with them at Haran. Jacob was a very clever shepherd. 

· How many years did Jacob stay with Laban? 

· Why did Laban love him? 

Conclusion 

· In times of trouble, do not fall into despair but be sure that God is near. 

· How awesome is the Church! Do not forget that it is the gate to heaven and the house of angels so always direct your heart to Christ, as the Church is His. 

Applications 

· The Servant gives the children questions to be answered in their notebooks. 

· Study the vesper’s prayer which suits this lesson: “We thank You, O our merciful king...” 

· Children use it in their prayers till the end of this term. The Vesper’s prayer should be distributed either in print or the children could copy it from books, and the Servant can run competitions. 




Genesis 28

	1
	Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him: "You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan.

	2
	"Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother's father; and take yourself a wife from there of the daughters of Laban your mother's brother.

	3
	"May God Almighty bless you, And make you fruitful and multiply you, That you may be an assembly of peoples;

	4
	And give you the blessing of Abraham, To you and your descendants with you, That you may inherit the land In which you are a stranger, Which God gave to Abraham."

	5
	So Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to Padan Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau.

	6
	Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram to take himself a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, "You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan,"

	7
	and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to Padan Aram.

	8
	Also Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac.

	9
	So Esau went to Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had.

	10
	Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran.

	11
	So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep.

	12
	Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

	13
	And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: "I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants.

	14
	"Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.

	15
	"Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you."

	16
	Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it."

	17
	And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!"

	18
	Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it.

	19
	And he called the name of that place Bethel; but the name of that city had been Luz previously.

	20
	Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on,

	21
	"so that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God.

	22
	"And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You."


Genesis 29:1-14
	1
	So Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the East.

	2
	And he looked, and saw a well in the field; and behold, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks. A large stone was on the well's mouth.

	3
	Now all the flocks would be gathered there; and they would roll the stone from the well's mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place on the well's mouth.

	4
	And Jacob said to them, "My brethren, where are you from?" And they said, "We are from Haran."

	5
	Then he said to them, "Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?" And they said, "We know him."

	6
	So he said to them, "Is he well?" And they said, "He is well. And look, his daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep."

	7
	Then he said, "Look, it is still high day; it is not time for the cattle to be gathered together. Water the sheep, and go and feed them."

	8
	But they said, "We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together, and they have rolled the stone from the well's mouth; then we water the sheep."

	9
	Now while he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess.

	10
	And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother.

	11
	Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice and wept.

	12
	And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's relative and that he was Rebekah's son. So she ran and told her father.

	13
	Then it came to pass, when Laban heard the report about Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him and kissed him, and brought him to his house. So he told Laban all these things.

	14
	And Laban said to him, "Surely you are my bone and my flesh." And he stayed with him for a month.



Genesis 30:25-43

	25
	And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, "Send me away, that I may go to my own place and to my country.

	26
	"Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served you, and let me go; for you know my service which I have done for you."

	27
	And Laban said to him, "Please stay, if I have found favor in your eyes, for I have learned by experience that the Lord has blessed me for your sake."

	28
	Then he said, "Name me your wages, and I will give it."

	29
	So Jacob said to him, "You know how I have served you and how your livestock has been with me.

	30
	"For what you had before I came was little, and it has increased to a great amount; the Lord has blessed you since my coming. And now, when shall I also provide for my own house?"

	31
	So he said, "What shall I give you?" And Jacob said, "You shall not give me anything. If you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep your flocks:

	32
	"Let me pass through all your flock today, removing from there all the speckled and spotted sheep, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the goats; and these shall be my wages.

	33
	"So my righteousness will answer for me in time to come, when the subject of my wages comes before you: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the lambs, will be considered stolen, if it is with me."

	34
	And Laban said, "Oh, that it were according to your word!"

	35
	So he removed that day the male goats that were speckled and spotted, all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had some white in it, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and gave them into the hand of his sons.

	36
	Then he put three days' journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks.

	37
	Now Jacob took for himself rods of green poplar and of the almond and chestnut trees, peeled white strips in them, and exposed the white which was in the rods.

	38
	And the rods which he had peeled, he set before the flocks in the gutters, in the watering troughs where the flocks came to drink, so that they should conceive when they came to drink.

	39
	So the flocks conceived before the rods, and the flocks brought forth streaked, speckled, and spotted.

	40
	Then Jacob separated the lambs, and made the flocks face toward the streaked and all the brown in the flock of Laban; but he put his own flocks by themselves and did not put them with Laban's flock.

	41
	And it came to pass, whenever the stronger livestock conceived, that Jacob placed the rods before the eyes of the livestock in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods.

	42
	But when the flocks were feeble, he did not put them in; so the feebler were Laban's and the stronger Jacob's.

	43
	Thus the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had large flocks, female and male servants, and camels and donkeys.




 ( 

Jacob Works with His Uncle Laban 

1. We do not read of blessed Jacob departing with horses or asses or camels, but we read only that he carried a staff in his hand.  When entreating the Lord he said, “Lord, I am not worthy of all your kindnesses.  With only my staff I crossed this Jordan; behold now I have grown into two camps.” (Gen 32:10)  (Caesarius of Arles)
2. When our Lord sees a dutiful soul that makes no account of present realities, He demonstrates His own great care for him.  Christ wanted at the very beginning of the journey to strengthen Jacob’s resolve. (St. John Chrysostom)

3. As long as we live in luxury, dependent on others to supply our needs, we cannot be blessed with a heavenly vision or extraordinary Godly knowledge. In the middle of distress and want, God transfigures to care for our every need and give more that we ask or desire.  
4. Jacob found help in stone; that stone is Christ, the cornerstone.  The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  He poured oil over the stone; what reason is there that he should anoint the stone?  (St. Jerome)
5. In the oil that he poured upon the stone, he was depicting the mystery of Christ who was hidden inside it.  (St. Ephrem the Syrian)  Pay attention to the anointing, and you will recognize Christ: Christ is explained from an anointing, that is, from the grace of anointing.  (Caesarius of Arles)

6. The stone under Jacob’s head is the Lord, upon whom we ought to support ourselves with all our concentration.  (Bede)

7. The ladder fixed to the ground and reaching heaven is the cross of Christ, through which the access of heaven is granted to us.  On this ladder different steps of virtue are set, through which we rise toward heaven: faith, justice, chastity, holiness, patience, piety, and all the other virtues are steps of this ladder.  If we faithfully climb them, we will undoubtedly reach heaven.  The steps are set between two uprights, so the cross of Christ is placed between the two Testaments and keeps in itself the steps of the heavenly precepts, through which we climb to heave.  (St. John Chrysostom)

8. Reconciliation between heaven and earth has been fulfilled through the real ladder, and the Church became the house of God and the dwelling of angels.  “God sends angels to humans, so humans can be lead up to heaven.  Behold, heaven is set on earth, so that heaven can accept those of the earth.” (St. John Chrysostom)  

9. I believe, the stairway, the running to and fro of the holy spirits, who “are sent forth to minister for those who shall be the heirs of salvation.” Christ is firmly placed on top of the stairway for those holy spirits who can reach Him, who have Him as their overseer.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)
10. We who are in the world cannot climb the ladder from bottom to top in one step; we should not be satisfied with having climbed the first step but should struggle to climb even higher.  The lesson that we learn from the ladder is that the sinner should not be discouraged from being saved and the righteous should not feel secure and satisfied with his virtues.  (St. Jerome)

11. How was Christ the Lord seen on top of the ladder in heaven and in blessed Jacob on the ground?  Listen to Christ Himself say that He is in heaven and on earth: “No one has ascended into heaven except Him who has descended from heaven: the Son of Man who is in heaven.” (Jn 3:13)  (Caesarius of Arles)

12. Jacob was sleeping and saw the Lord leaning on the top of the ladder.  What does it mean to lean on the ladder, except to hang on the cross?  Our Lord, the true Jacob, first leaned on the ladder, that is, the cross, and afterward formed a Church for Himself.  (Caesarius of Arles)

13. When our Savior in speaking of Nathanael had named blessed Jacob, he said, “Behold, an Israelite in whom there is no guile.”  Continuing, he said, “Presently you shall see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.” (Jn 1:51)
14. The ladder which Jacob saw is the Church, which has its birth from the earth but its “way of life in heaven.” (Phil 3:20) Angels ascend and descend when evangelists announce God’s words; they ascend when [in their teaching] they pass to heavenly things to be contemplated by the mind, and they descend when they educate their listeners as to how they ought to live on earth.  (Bede) 

15. For he [Jacob] did not place the anointed stone so that he might come and adore it; otherwise it would be idolatry and not a representation of Christ.  Why a stone? “Behold, I lay in Zion a chosen stone, precious; and he who believes in it shall not be confounded.” (Is 28:16)  Why anointed?  Because [the name] “Christ” [is derived] from [the world] chrisma, which means “anointing.”  (St. Augustine)

16. He (Christ) was raised from the dead, even though he had descended to death voluntarily.  And that is, I believe, the meaning of erecting the stone.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

17. Rachel is interpreted as a “sheep of God;” some consider her a symbol of the Church among the nations.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

18. It was not without reason that the holy patriarchs found their wives at wells or fountains.  Blessed Rebekah who was to be united to blessed Isaac was found at the well; Rachel whom blessed Jacob was to marry was recognized at the well; and Zipporah who was joined to Moses was found at the well.  Since all three of those patriarchs typified our Lord and Savior, for this reason they found their wives at fountains or wells, because Christ was to find His Church at the waters of baptism.  (Caesarius of Arles)

19. Jacob speaks with Laban (30:26): By a disarming use of meekness, Jacob also brought Laban to reply to him with great deference.  He won Laban over to the extent of promising to pay a wage and to leave the decision to him.  (St. John Chrysostom)

20. When the flock came to drink, Jacob would set before them in the troughs the bough of storax and walnut and that from the plane tree.  By the storax is meant the incense and the evening sacrifice that is offered to God the Father in the psalm (Ps 141:2); by the walnut bough, the priestly gift that is offered by Christ.  By the plane tree is meant an abundance of spiritual fruit, because a vine attaches itself to this tree so that the tree may be fertile.  (St. Ambrose)

21. The storax tree is placed as a witness of righteousness.  The rod made of walnut wood as a symbol of watchfulness.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

22. Where did Jacob place his rods?  In the troughs of waters.  These troughs, in which the reasonable herd, that is we, go to water, must be interpreted as the writings of Moses and the prophetical predictions that nearly burst forth for us like a heavenly sermon from God; it was written, “You draw water with joy out of the wells of salvations.” (Is 12:3) (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

23. Jacob peeled in the rods white stripes alternated with green ones, and the sheep that were by them conceived a spotted and speckled progeny.  Jesus somehow removed the shadow from the law and the veil from the prophetical writings.  And He showed the pure and beautiful doctrine which was in them.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

24. Jacob separates the flock (30:40): The good man [Jacob] did this, not of his own devising but with grace from on high inspiring his mind.  You see, it was not done according to human reasoning but was quite unusual and beyond natural logic.  (St. John Chrysostom)

25. Those who belong to Christ are separated and refuse to mix with those who are in the world; they are free from carnal desires.  They are marked by their way of life or rather are distinguished by their virtue.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)


· Please direct your kids to pray the Vespers’ Absolution printed below every evening, after they return back from school.  No additional prayers will be assigned for the rest of the year.
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JACOB’S DREAM AT BETHEL(
Reference:   Genesis 28

Golden Verses:

· "Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go." (Gen 28:15 NKJV)

· "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!" (Gen 28:17 NKJV)

Lesson Goals:

1. Jacob as a symbol of Christ

2. The House of God is the Church.
Lesson Notes:

1. The stairway to heaven

a. God appears when Jacob is in need. When we are lonely, in danger, and in need of God, He is always there to help us.

b. The stone is the symbol of Christ. That is why Jacob set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it.

c. The stairway is the symbol of the cross. The angels ascending and descending has two meanings:

i. Through the cross, the ascending angels represent the gentiles who accepted Christ. The descending angels represent the Jews who refused Him.

ii. The ascending angels also represent the saints going up to heaven. The descending angels represent the ones who fell in sin, going down to Hades.

d. We should also notice that Heaven was opened for mankind through the cross.

e. Later we will learn that Jacob's marriage is a symbol of Christ's marriage to the Church. The cross comes before establishing the Church.

2. Bethel, the House of God

a. The word Bethel means the "House of God."

b. This was the location of the first church (house of worship) to be built and anointed.

c. Notice the relationship to the Church:

iii. God is always in the Church: "I am with you" verse 15

iv. The church is the House of God: "This is none other than the house of God" verse 17

v.  Through the Church, we reach Heaven: "This is the gate of heaven!" verse 17


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We thank You, our Compassionate King, for You have granted us to pass this day in peace, brought us to the evening thankfully, and made us worthy to behold daylight until evening. O God, accept our glorification which is offered now, save us from the trickeries of the adversary, and abolish all the snares which are set against us. Grant us in this coming night peace without pain, or anxiety, or unrest, or illusion, so that we may pass it in peace and chastity and rise up for praises and prayers. And thus, at all times and everywhere, we glorify Thy Holy Name in everything, together with the Father Who is incomprehensible and without beginning, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is in one essence with You now and at all times and unto the ages of all ages. Amen
                             NAME: ______________________________  






                                                           
          First
                Last                                            

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel

Genesis 28
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Memory Verse:

Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go.

Genesis 28:15


1. When did God appear to Jacob?  When he was 

a) Running away from Esau

b) Traveling alone in the wilderness

c) Not sure what tomorrow is like

d) In need of bread to eat and clothes to wear

e) All the above

2. The word “Bethel” means

a) House of God

b) Altar of God

c) My first Church

d) “I am with you”

3. Jacob aw__________ from his _____________ and said, “How ______________ is this place!  This is none other than the ______________________________ and this is the _____________ of heaven.”

4. Match the symbols in Jacob’s dream with their representation:

Stone



Those who refuse Christ

Stairway


Christ

Ascending Angels

Christ and the Church

Descending Angels

Cross

Jacob’s marriage

Those who accept Christ

5. What was Jacob’s vow to God if He takes care of him?
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