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An Angel delivers Jerusalem from Sennacherib 
Objective 

The Angels guard and serve the saints. 

Memory Verse 

“The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers them” 
(Psalm 34:7). 

References 

· 2 Kings 19 

· Dictionary of the Bible 

Introduction 

The servant displays a picture of the guardian angel in a large size or the picture of the Holy Family in her journey to Egypt, in company with the angel who guards and guides them. 

· Who fed Elijah when he was staying at the river? 

· Who fed him when the river dried up? 

· Mention the miracles that took place at Zarephath, near Sidon. 

· Who can recite the verse? 

· Have you read 2 Kings 19? 

· What happened in the last part of it? 

· How many angels killed the soldiers of the Assyrian army? 

· How many soldiers were killed? One angel killed 185,000 soldiers of the Assyrian army. 

· The Servant reads verses 35-37. 

· Who are the angels and what is their work? 

Lesson Outlines 

King Sennacherib was king of Assyrian. This king was the enemy of Hezekiah, King of Judah. King Hezekiah was righteous and zealous. His concern was the glory of God and worshipping Him. He destroyed the pagan places of worship. The Lord was with him and he was successful in everything. 

Sennacherib besieged Jerusalem and sent a letter to Hezekiah, threatening him. He said, “If you do not surrender to me, I shall destroy the city. Who is that god that can rescue you?” He also warned the people of Jerusalem, saying “Do not rely on the Lord because He cannot save Jerusalem from me. Do not listen to Hezekiah”. 

· What is the name of the King of Assyrian? 

· What is the name of the city he wanted to besiege? 

The Lord answered Hezekiah’s prayer and sent him a message by Isaiah the prophet, the man of God. The message read as such: “The Lord listened to your prayer concerning Sennacherib”. King Hezekiah was comforted and waited for the work of the Lord. At that same night, while Sennacherib and his army were asleep in their tents, the Lord’s angel came to the tents and killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers. What a wonderful victory! 

In the early morning, a small number of soldiers got up and found that all the other soldiers were dead. They were frightened. Sennacherib went back to Nineveh and stayed in his house. One day, when he was worshipping in the temple of his god, two of his sons killed him. Thus, the Lord revealed his power and granted victory to all that trust in Him. 

· What is the name of the king who loved God? 

· Why was he sad? 

· To whom did he go for protection? 

· Where did he pray? 

· How did the Lord answer Hezekiah’s prayer? 

· Did you pray for something, and the Lord answered your prayer? Thank the Lord for that. 

Conclusion 

· St. Basil said, “Each believer is in company with an angel, and the angel attends unto him, teaches him, guards him and guides him in his life”. 

· One of the saints said, “In every place you find yourself and in every corner, respect your angel.”
· St. Irenaeus also said, “How valuable the souls are; there is an angel appointed for each of them to guard each soul”. 

Applications 

· Draw a picture to show the effect of Hezekiah’s prayer for Jerusalem. Show that the Lord sent an angel as a result of Hezekiah’s prayers. 

· Treat the children’s fear, as children are afraid when they are alone. They are afraid of darkness. They are afraid during the sleeping hours. If they feel the presence of their guardian angel, they will not be afraid. (You will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man). 

· Our guardian angel sees all what we do because he is always with us; that is why we must not do anything that may grieve the Lord. 

Homework 

Answer the following questions: 

· What do you know about the guardian angel? 

· Does the Lord protect us, even though we are sinful? 

· Write one verse to prove that angels guard us. 

Recitation 

 Psalm 19 suits this lesson “The heavens are telling the glory of God”. Children begin to use it in their prayers. It should be distributed to the children whether in printed from or in handwriting. 



An Angel Delivers Jerusalem from Sennacherib
(Abbreviated Story for Kids()
I. The Story in a Nutshell
A. King Sennacherib against King Hezekiah
1. Hezekiah, King of Judah, was righteous and zealous for God.

2. He destroyed pagan temples and worshipped God.

3. Sennacherib, King of Assyria, besieged Jerusalem and mocked its people and God.
B. King Hezekiah seeks the Lord for help
1. When the enemy mocked God, Hezekiah tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth, and fasted.

2. He sent his servants to prophet Isaiah to solicit his prayers.

3. He goes to the Temple, spreads the letter of mockery before the Lord, and prays.

C. The Angel’s Deliverance
1. On a certain night, the angel killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers!

2. King Sennacherib flees back to his home scared.

3. As he worships in the temple of his god, Nisroch, his sons kill him with a sword.

II. Lessons to Learn
A. About Guardian Angels
1. What’s their job?

2. Note their strength

3. Note their obedience to God
B. Can you tell me an event in your life from which God saved you?  Thank God.
C. Can you tell me a Bible story in which a guardian Angel was involved?

1. Daniel in the lion’s den

2. Delivering Lot and his family

3. Tobias and the Angel

4. Protecting the Holy Family during their travel to Egypt

5. Protecting St. Mary’s body from thieves


III.  Review Questions
A. How many angels killed the soldiers of the Assyrian army?
B. How many soldiers were killed?
C. What was the name of the king of Assyria?
D. What was the name of the city he wanted to conquer?

E. What was the name of the king who loved God?

F. Why was he sad?  To whom did he turn for protection?
G. Where did he pray?

H. How did the Lord answer his prayer?



Supplemental Notes( On

An Angel delivers Jerusalem from Sennacherib 
1. Sargon had been one of the strongest kings of Assyria; he was the father of Sennacherib. He confiscated the throne from Shalmaneser the fifth, and reigned after him.  The word “Sargon” means “assigned by God,” or “the righteous king;” that name was meant to cover up his action of confiscating the throne.
2. When Hezekiah, son of Ahaz and his successor, refused to pay the tax, the Assyrian king Sennacherib attacked Judah with a strong army and put Jerusalem under siege.
3. In 2 Kings 18, we read that Hezekiah wrote to the king of Assyria, saying, “I have done wrong; turn away from me; whatever you impose on me I will pay.” The king of Assyria assessed 300 talents of silver and thirty talents of gold, which Hezekiah paid from the house of the Lord and from the treasuries of the king’s house. Yet Sennacherib betrayed his word and sent his army once more to invade Jerusalem. The recorded history of Assyria confirmed that Hezekiah paid the tax imposed and lost 200,000 of his people to captivity.
4. Sennacherib, king of Assyria, sent Rabshakeh to agitate the people against Hezekiah, king of Judah, persuading them not to lean upon Pharaoh and not to be deceived by the words of their king, who leans upon his God, but to make peace with him, to avoid the devastation of their land, and to willingly accept captivity.
5. From recorded Assyrian history, Sennacherib boasted of taking some 46 Judean cities, but with reference to Jerusalem he could only report that he made Hezekiah “prisoner in Jerusalem, his royal residence, like a bird in a cage.”

6. Assyria, with its army and leader, represent the forces of darkness, that animosity toward God that’s led by the devil himself, who seeks to break into the Church of the Lord, our inner Jerusalem, to dwell inside the holy temple of our hearts.
7. Having allowed Sennacherib to conquer many cities in Judah, God destroyed him and his forces just before entering Jerusalem, leaving their dead corpses “for the mountain birds of prey, and for the beasts of the earth” (Is. 18: 6). In one single day, 185 thousands of Sennacherib’s men were killed.
8. God, in His love, intervenes with His mighty arm to save His city and people from Sennacherib and his army. God’s wrath falls on the enemy to scatter them like fine dust in the face of the wind. He portrays this as a symbol of our salvation through the cross, and the salvation of the Church, at the end of days, from the false Christ.
9. The exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt had been a supreme act that revealed God’s care for those who believe in Him. Here, in the time of Hezekiah, He repeats their exodus or salvation on a mightier level amid bitterness felt by all.
10. For the next few weeks, encourage your kids to recite Psalm 18 below when they stand up to pray before the lesson begins.



Psalm 18

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims the work of His hands. Day to day utters speech, and night to night proclaims knowledge. There are no speeches or words in which their voice is not heard. Their sound has gone out upon all the earth, and their words have reached to the ends of the world. In the sun He has set His dwelling, and it comes forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber; it shall exult as a giant running his course. Its going forth is from the extremity of heaven, and its goal is to the other end of heaven; and nothing will be hidden from its heat.

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting souls; the testimony of the Lord is faithful, instructing the babes. The ordinances of the Lord are straight, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is a light, enlightening the eyes from afar. The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever and ever; the judgments of the Lord are true and justified altogether. The desires of His heart are chosen more than gold and precious stone and sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. For Thy servant keeps them, and in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can understand transgressions? From my secret sins cleanse me, O Lord, and from the attack of strangers spare Thy servant. Let them not have dominion over me then I shall be blameless, and I shall be cleansed from great sin. All the sayings of my mouth and the meditation of my heart shall be pleasing continually before Thee. O Lord, Thou art my helper and my Savior.

Alleluia.
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( Prepared by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower CA
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