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Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus 
Objective 

Christ’s ability to heal. 

Memory Verse 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me” (Mark 10:47) 

References 

· Matthew 20:29-35 

· Mark 10:46-52 

· Luke 18:35-43 

· “The Gospel According to St. Matthew,” Fagala, Page 88 

· “The Gospel according to St. Mark,” Page 81-82 

· “The Gospel according to St. Matthew,” Guiza 

Introduction 

· Contemplate on the system of the planets and the movement of the sun and remember the wisdom of God in His work
· Contemplate on the plants’ system and the power of life, the colors of roses and the smell of flowers and thank God for the grace of eyesight and the other graces the Lord has given you. 

· The dearest grace to us is that Christ is the light of the world. We follow Him in everything and we have trust and faith in Him. 

· “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (Corinthians 5:7). 

Lesson Outlines 

There was a poor man whose name was Bartimaeus. He lived in Jericho. He lived in the fields and rural districts where flowers grew and trees are numerous. But he could not enjoy looking at the beautiful flowers neither could he see his relatives or friends. He could not do so because he was blind. He felt his way with his staff. He walked very slowly. Every day, he sat by the road under a tree and stretched his hand to the passers-by, hoping that he would take something from them. People had pity on him and gave him alms to help him buy his food. 

· What was the name of the blind man? 

· What did he hold in his hand? Why? Where did he sit? 

Bartimaeus the Blind could recognize the sound of things. He could recognize the different steps of people near him. For example, he knew whether the children were running, jumping, playing or quarrelling. He felt the rays of the sun on his back and the rain when it fell on his face. He heard the sound of the Wind, the songs of swallows, and the steps of horses or camels that walked slowly before him. To him day and night were the same; he saw nothing but darkness all his life. 

One day, Bartimaeus sat under a tree as usual. He listened attentively; he thought, “I hear the sound of many feet. A crowd of people is passing in front of me. They are laughing and speaking. Who is coming?” A little child of your age heard him, so he drew near to him, although he was running to join his friends. The child asked him, “Yes, Uncle Bartimaeus?” and Bartimaeus said, “My child, I can see nothing; tell me what the matter is. Who is coming?” The child told him that it was Jesus who was coming. “Jesus is coming! Jesus of Nazareth is here in our town?” 

· Who told Bartimaeus that Jesus was coming? 

· What was the name of the town? 

Jesus was passing Jericho. The people of Jericho gave Him a warm welcome. They were shouting in a loud voice. The grown ups were crying, “O Jesus, the Son of David, have mercy on us”. The children were shouting and singing, “You love us… You love us… You love us our Lord…That is why you came to us… You came to where we are…”
People said, “Welcome, welcome, welcome our Lord Jesus. Welcome, welcome, welcome our Lord Jesus.” The children said, “All people love you and so do we. The happiest day in the universe is the day of your happy birth. Each day you are with us, O Lord, is a feast for us.” Bartimaeus desired to see Jesus as he heard that Jesus healed many people, so he cried loudly, “O Jesus, the Son of David, have mercy upon me”. Then he thought, “O Lord, I hope that Jesus will help me. There is no doubt that He will help me, if I ask him to do so.” Then he took hold of his staff and rose crying, “O Jesus, have mercy on me. O Jesus, heal me.” But his voice was not loud enough because of the crowds that surrounded Jesus. Bartimaeus cried more loudly than before, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” The people were angry with him and asked him to keep silent and stop shouting. “You disturb us and you disturb Jesus.” But the blind man did not care and continued crying, “O Jesus, have mercy upon me.” Jesus heard his cries. He stopped and said to those around him, “Bring him to me.” Some children ran to Bartimaeus and said to him, “How lucky you are uncle Bartimaeus. Jesus call you; come with us.” They took hold of his hand and led him to Jesus. Because of his great happiness, he jumped; his cloak fell down but he left it on the ground and went to Jesus. Jesus gently asked him, “What do you want?” Bartimaeus said, “Lord, I want to see.” Jesus put His hand on the eyes of the blind man and said to him, “Go your way, your faith has made you well,” and immediately he received his sight. The blind man’s eyes opened, and he saw the gentleness of Jesus. He saw the sky and the plants. He saw people’s faces. He saw light. Bartimaeus loved Jesus and followed Him and became His disciple. 

· What is the name of the town where Bartimaeus lived? 

· Who led the blind man to Jesus? 

· What did Bartimaeus say? 

· How did Jesus heal him? 

· If you are ill, what should you do? 

· How can you help a blind man? 

Conclusion 

· God is the healer of all our sicknesses and the helper when we are in trouble. We just have to ask for His help and He will always help. 

Applications 

· Study this passage from the Morning Prayer, write it in your notebook and use it in your morning prayers: The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. O Lord, you came to the world through your love for men and when you came, all the creation rejoiced... When you came, you saved Adam, our father from the seduction or the Serpent. You saved Eve, our mother from the pains of death. You gave us the spirit of prophecy. We worship You, and bless You saying: Zoxapatri…glory be … 




Matthew 20:29-35
	29

	Now as they went out of Jericho, a great multitude followed Him.


	30

	And behold, two blind men sitting by the road, when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying, "Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!"


	31

	Then the multitude warned them that they should be quiet; but they cried out all the more, saying, "Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!"


	32

	So Jesus stood still and called them, and said, "What do you want Me to do for you?"


	33

	They said to Him, "Lord, that our eyes may be opened."


	34

	So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed Him.



	
	


Mark 10:46-52

	46
	Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging.

	47
	And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"

	48
	Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"

	49
	So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. Then they called the blind man, saying to him, "Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you."

	50
	And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus.

	51
	So Jesus answered and said to him, "What do you want Me to do for you?" The blind man said to Him, "Rabboni, that I may receive my sight."

	52
	Then Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.


Luke 18:35-43

	35
	Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road begging.

	36
	And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it meant.

	37
	So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by.

	38
	And he cried out, saying, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"

	39
	Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"

	40
	So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked him,

	41
	saying, "What do you want Me to do for you?" He said, "Lord, that I may receive my sight."

	42
	Then Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you well."

	43
	And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.



Supplemental Notes( On

Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus 
1. Luke mentions only one blind man as opposed to Matthew’s two, but the difference in meaning is negligible. [St. Ambrose]

2. St. Matthew depicts it as Jesus was leaving Jericho, but St. Luke as He was approaching the city.

3. “Bartimaeus” means son of Timaeus.

4. The blind man confesses his faith and shows his love for Christ by crying out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”  What Jesus acknowledges here is the man’s faith in Him as the giver of life, and the man’s persistent desire to stand in the presence of Jesus, who brings a new creation by giving him sight.  [St. Ephrem the Syrian]

5. What the blind man cried, “Have mercy” (Kerie Eleyson), is a favorite phrase of prayer in the liturgical tradition of the Orthodox Church.

6. The blind man must have understood that the sight of the blind cannot be restored by human means but requires, on the contrary, a divine power and an authority such as God only possesses.  With God nothing whatsoever is impossible.  The blind man came near to him as to the omnipotent God. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]

7. Christ testifies that this was his state of mind in offering his petition.  He said to him, “Your faith has saved you.” [St. Cyril of Alexandria]

8. Christ does not so much as ask, “Do you believe?” as he did with many.  For the blind man’s cry and his struggling to come to Him were sufficient to make his faith evident. [St. John Chrysostom]
9. “See, your faith has saved you.”  Christ did not say to him, “It is your faith that has caused you to see,” in order to show that faith had first given him life and then bodily sight. [St. Ephrem the Syrian]

10. With supreme authority, he said, “Receive your sight.”  Which of the holy prophets ever spoke like this or used words of so great authority?  Observe that He did not ask for another the power to restore vision to him who was deprived of sight.  He did not perform the divine miracle as the effect of prayer to God but rather attributed it to His own power. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]

11. Now that Jesus is heading toward an open confrontation with the Jewish leaders in the Holy City, the veiling of His identity (the messianic secret) is no longer necessary.  Therefore, Christ did this miracle openly before all people.
12. Did the blind man neglect the duty of loving Christ?  He certainly did not.  It says, “He followed him, offering Him glory like to God.”  Not only did he escape from the blindness of the body but also from that of the mind and heart.  He would not have glorified Him as God, had he not possessed spiritual vision.  He became the means of others giving Christ glory, for it says that all the people gave glory to God. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]

13. Some view one of the two blind men in the Gospel of Matthew as symbolizing the people following natural law without Christ, hence blind, and the other symbolizing people following the written law of the old covenant in a blinded way. [St. Jerome]

14. The two blind men [the Gentiles], by straying through idols, had completely wandered from the way of truth.  Degenerated in the obscurity of sins, they destroyed the eyes of the heart.  Thus those sitting shouted, “Son of David, have mercy on us.” [Epiphanius the Latin]

15. The two blind men did not hasten away after their cure, as happened by others on numerous occasions.  Their worthiness to receive is seen both in what they cried out and that they followed.  They were persevering before the gift and grateful after the gift.  For it says that they followed Him. [St. John Chrysostom]

16. The Lord Jesus healed them because they believed in His power.  In touching their eyes, the Lord Jesus also touched the eyes of the mind of the nations.  He was giving to them the grace of the Holy Spirit.  For Christ’s touch gives the grace of the Holy Spirit.  Those nations, when they were enlightened, followed Him with good works, never abandoning Him afterward.  [Incomplete Works on Matthew]
17. Applications:  Please direct your kids to pray the Litany of the 1st Hour (printed below) every morning, before going to school.

Litany of the First Hour

[image: image1.wmf]
O You, the true light, Who enlightens every man that comes into the world, You have come into the world through Your love for mankind.  All creation has rejoiced for Your coming.  You have saved our forefather Adam from the beguiling and delivered our foremother Eve from the pangs of death.  You have given us the spirit of adoption. We praise You and bless You, saying

Doza patri kai uiw kai agiw pneumatic
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
When the morning watch dawned upon us, O Christ our God the True light, let the enlightened senses and thoughts shine within us and let not the darkness of pains overcome us.  That we may praise You reasonably with David, saying “My eyes have awakened before the morning watch, that I may meditate on Your sayings.”  Hear our cries according to Your great mercy and save us, O Lord our God, through Your loving-kindness.

Kainun kai aei kai eictouc aiwnac twn aiwnwn: am/n
Both now and ever and unto the ages of ages.  

Amen.
You are the all-honored mother of Light.  From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same they offer you glorification, O Theotokos the second heaven, for you are the pure and unchanged blossom and the ever-virgin mother, for the Father has chosen you and the Holy Spirit overshadowed you, and the Son took flesh from you.  Ask Him to grant salvation to the world which He has created, and deliver it from temptation.  Let us praise Him with a new song and bless Him both now and ever and unto the ages of ages.
  am/n[image: image2.emf] 
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