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Joseph in Egypt 
Objective 

· Demonstrate to children the virtues of Joseph 

· Encourage the students to adopt one or more of Joseph’s virtues 

Memory Verse 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22) 

References 

· The new open Bible 

Introduction 

Hand each student a piece of paper and a pen and ask the following questions to them and let them answer each question. Discuss answers after all questions have been asked. 

· If your brother or sister stole $50 from you and spent it in one day without telling you, how would you feel? 

· What would you do to them? 

· Say that one night you had a dream and God told you that one day you would be president of the U.S.A. and in your dream you saw everyone doing everything you said in a heartbeat. How do you think you would react? 

· Pretend that you are fasting for Lent and you went to a birthday party. At the party, there was nothing but pizza and a delicious ice cream cake!!! What would you do? 

· And finally, would you still have faith in God if you were put in jail for something you didn’t do? 

Lesson Outlines 

· How do we know that we really have the Holy Spirit within us? 

· What things should we look for? 

In his letter to the Galatians, St. Paul tries to convey to them what “side effects” the Holy Spirit would have on the person that it dwells inside of. 

In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit was not inside everybody, like He is in us now after baptism and confirmation. Only few people received Him and may be temporarily for a certain task or message that God assigned them for. Usually He was in good kings, prophets and righteous people. 

One of the greatest examples of a person who had the characteristics of the Holy Spirit is Joseph!!! 

· Summarize the story of Joseph (most students should know about him) 

Joseph was a good example of a person full of the fruits of the Spirit as mentioned in Galatians 5:22. Let us see how he used them: 

1.) Love and Gentleness – If Joseph really didn’t love his brothers; he wouldn’t have been able to forgive them for selling him to merchants. Although Joseph had the power to have each and every one of his brothers killed, he did not. He LOVED them, provided for his family and took care of them. 

2.) Joy and Kindness – Not once in the Bible does it mention that Joseph yelled or complained when his brothers threw him into the deep well. Also, when Joseph saw his brothers again, after so many years, he was in tears of joy. How would you have felt if you saw your brother or sister after 10 years, when they had sold you to be a slave?? 

3.) Peace – When Joseph had his dream, he took it very peacefully and calmly and told his family about it without fuss. The peace he had in his heart probably also stopped him from reacting badly after seeing someone who betrayed him so many years ago. 

4.) Self-control – Joseph was being pressured by one of the richest and most beautiful women in all of Egypt to commit sin with her, but, even with knowing that he could be punished for refusing, he FLED!!! He didn’t just leave; he fled! That, my friends, is self-control. 

5.) Longsuffering and Faithfulness – The pain and suffering that Joseph went through when he was thrown into jail for something he didn’t do would have probably been unbearable for most people. He was sentenced to death!!! But Joseph took it as it was, thanked God for everything that he had and endured his time in jail. And in all, he kept his faith in God. 

Conclusion 

· We all need to look at ourselves more closely and see where we really are with Christ. Is the Holy Spirit living in us like a raging fire or is it just a little flame barely thriving? 

Applications 

· At this point, read over the questions again and go over the answers that were discussed. Compare those answers to the situations Joseph was in and how much more severe his were. 





Genesis 45

	1
	Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood before him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren.

	2
	And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard.

	3
	And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.

	4
	And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

	5
	And now be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.

	6
	For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and there are yet five years, in which there shall be neither plowing nor harvest.

	7
	And God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive by a great deliverance.

	8
	So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

	9
	Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not;

	10
	and thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children`s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:

	11
	and there will I nourish thee; for there are yet five years of famine; lest thou come to poverty, thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast.

	12
	And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you.

	13
	And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen: and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.

	14
	And he fell upon his brother Benjamin`s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.

	15
	And he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him.

	16
	And the report thereof was heard in Pharaoh`s house, saying, Joseph`s brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.

	17
	And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye: lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan;

	18
	and take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.

	19
	Now thou art commanded, this do ye: take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.

	20
	Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.

	21
	And the sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way.

	22
	To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment.

	23
	And to his father he sent after this manner: ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she-asses laden with grain and bread and provision for his father by the way.

	24
	So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way.

	25
	And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father.

	26
	And they told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt. And his heart fainted, for he believed them not.

	27
	And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived:

	28
	and Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.




Joseph Meets His Brothers(
Bible Reading:
Genesis 42 through 45

Golden Verse:
“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good.” Genesis 50:20

Lesson Aim:

Forgiveness

Lesson Notes:
The lesson revolves around three meetings between Joseph and his brothers.

1. First meeting:
a) The famine spread to Canaan.  Canaan lost its blessing when it lost Joseph while Egypt was blessed by his presence.

b) God allowed the famine to spread to Canaan so Jacob could see his son Joseph before he dies.

c) Joseph’s brothers didn’t recognize him; similarly, the Jews did not recognize Jesus as Son of God.

d) Remember Joseph’s dreams; they did not materialize for 20 years.  God’s promises always materialize regardless of how long we wait.

e) Joseph put his brothers in jail; he didn’t mean to punish them for what they did.  He wanted to give them a chance to confess their sin and repent (Genesis 42:21&22).

2. Second meeting:
a) It was a totally different reception.

b) Joseph welcomes them and invites them to his house.

c) He wept.

3. Third meeting:

a) Joseph puts his silver cup in Benjamin’s sack.  He wants to test his brothers; are they going to leave their brother behind and repeat their wrongdoing?

b) Judah puts himself in place of Benjamin to serve as a slave.

c) Joseph makes himself known to his brothers.

4. Christ’s salvation as seen in Joseph’s meetings with his brothers:

a) The first meeting represents Christ on the cross; it was a harsh meeting as a symbol of Christ’s suffering.  It happened outside Joseph’s house because Christ will be crucified outside Jerusalem.

b) The second meeting represents Christ’s burial and His meeting with those who died in the faith and hope of salvation.  Joseph was pleasant to them and received them in his own house.

c) The third meeting is a symbol of the resurrection.  Joseph made himself known to his brothers.  After the resurrection, Christ made Himself known to the whole world as our Savior.



Supplemental Notes( for

Joseph in Egypt 
1. Pharaoh represents the world to which God speaks only in symbols, while Joseph represents Jesus Christ who reveals to us their meanings and directs us in the right path, taking charge of our lives during good and evil days and leading us to salvation.
2. How strange! The one that was cast out by his brothers in honored by a pagan king. Joseph’s brothers took away his colored shirt, and a foreigner dressed him in fine linen. They sold him as a slave, and he gave him his ring, put a golden chain around his neck, and had him ride in the second chariot.  Joseph represents Jesus Christ who was rejected by His people but accepted as King by the gentiles over their hearts to rule their lives.
3. The name Pharaoh gave to Joseph, “Zaphneth-Paaneah,” meant “the food of life” in ancient Egyptian. And Jesus Christ is indeed the Bread of Life Who satisfies every soul eternally.
4. According to our faithfulness during the days of spiritual plenteousness, when our spirits are aflame and there are many opportunities for spiritual growth, God will aid us freely during the hard days of temptations and tribulations.
5. Joseph dealt harshly with his brothers so they wouldn’t know him quickly and get scared away and also to inquire about his father and young brother, Benjamin, indirectly. He was planning to bring his family to enjoy all the blessings.
6. Joseph’s harshness also pushed his brothers to repent. When something unfavorable occurs to us, we should remember where we have sinned and repent.
7. Benjamin represents man’s soul. Joseph desired meeting Benjamin just like Jesus Christ desires our souls to be saved.
8. When they returned to Canaan without Simeon, their brother, and saw him bound up, they probably remembered what they’ve done to Joseph a long time ago and how bad it feels. This was an excellent chance to push them to repentance, especially with Reuben reminding them aloud.
9. By placing his cup in Benjamin’s sack, Joseph was able to :
a. Bring back Benjamin before he becomes a stranger
b. Test his brothers’ care for each other; will they leave Benjamin behind?
10. Benjamin represents Jesus Christ who accepted the cup of suffering and became a slave for us to return us to heavenly Jerusalem. We also became slaves for our Master; we rent the clothes of the old nature and put on a new nature to meet Joseph, the glorified.

11. Judah likewise represents Jesus Christ who accepted bondage on our behalf because of His love for us and for His Father. The Father loves us and wants us back in His bosom.

12. The 3rd meeting with Joseph represents the resurrection; Jesus reveals Himself to His brothers when they though He had already died. He invites us to share His heavenly glory during the years of spiritual famine on earth.

13. And Joseph ordered all to withdraw so that he could be recognized by his brothers. For, even as Jesus said, he had not come except to the lost sheep that were the lost of the house of Israel. (St. Ambrose)

14. Jesus stretched out his hands to an unbelieving and contradicting people, for He did not seek an envoy or messenger but, as their very Lord, desired to save His own people. “I Myself who spoke, I am here,” and “I was made manifest to those who sought me not; I appear to those who asked me not.” To Pilate He said, “You say that I am a King; in this I was born.” This is what Joseph means when he says, “I am Joseph.” (St. Ambrose)

15. Joseph says, “It was no so much from your malice in my regard as from God’s wisdom and ineffable love that I should come here and now be in a favorable position to provide nourishment to you and the whole country.” (St. John Chrysostom)

16. Christ would even excuse His brothers’ crime and say that it was God’s providence and not humanity’s wickedness, since He was not offered up to death by humans but was sent by the Lord to life. When He was on the cross, Jesus said in behalf of the people, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” (St. Ambrose)

17. We crucified Jesus by our sins, but He comforts us by saying that it was the will of God for Him to be crucified so everyone can be saved. God turns evil into good!

18. “Go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says you son Joseph: God has made me master of the whole land of Egypt.’” And in the Gospel Christ says, “Go, tell my brothers to go into Galilee, and there they shall see me.” And later He says, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” which is to say, “This was the doing of God’s design in order that I might receive power, and not the work of human cruelty.” Now as to what appears in Genesis, “for God sent me before you to life,” Christ repeats this in the Gospel when He says, “Teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In Genesis, it was written, “And you will be near me, you and your sons and your sons’ sons.” For this is what Christ said in the Gospel, “Behold, I am with you all days, even unto the consummation of the world.” (St. Ambrose)
19. In the same way, let us comfort those badly disposed to us, relieving them of responsibility for what has been done to us and putting up with everything with great equanimity, like this remarkable man. (St. John Chrysostom)

20. You have admired the chastity of Joseph; now behold his generosity. He repays hatred with charity. He did not recall that pit into which he had been thrown to be murdered; he did not think of himself, a brother, sold for a price. Instead, by returning good for evil, even then he fulfilled the precepts of the Apostles that were not yet given. (Caesarius of Arles)


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
Joseph Meets His Brothers

Genesis 42

	But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

Galatians 5:22


1.  The ____________ spread to Canaan because it lost ____________(name) while _____________ was blessed by his __________________.

2.  God used the famine to 



a) Allow Joseph to reunite with his family.



b) Cause Joseph to prosper in Egypt.



c) Revive Jacob’s spirit.



d) Make Joseph’s brothers repent and love each other.



e) All the above

3.  Joseph put his brothers in jail to 



a) Get even with them for what they did to him.



b) Give them a chance to repent and confess their sin.
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c) Protect Egypt from its enemies.



d) Add to his father’s grief.

4.  Write down a verse that proves the repentance of Joseph’s brothers:

5.  How was God’s promises to Joseph fulfilled?
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( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA
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