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King Josiah and the Repair of the Temple 
Objective 

Help the children understand that they can take part in caring for the House of the Lord. 

Memory Verse 

“Blessed are those who dwell in Your House, they will be praising You.” (Psalm 84:4) 

References 

· 2 Kings 22:1-24:18 

· “Interpretation of the Second Book of Kings,” Sporting, Alexandria 

Introduction 

· The Servant holds a discussion with the children about how a dirty place cannot help people worship the Lord, and how people sometimes behave in the streets when they throw pieces of paper and other things here and there. 

Lesson Outline 

Our lesson today is about Josiah, the good king who was about your age.  He loved the House of the Lord and cared for it. The temple was ruined and not clean. The walls were dirty. The covering layer was removed. The stones were broken to pieces, and the pieces of wood cracked. When Josiah the king saw the Temple in that sad state, he felt very sad. 

· What is the name of the king? 

· In what state was the House of the Lord? 

· What did Josiah do? 

The king consulted the priest about what they should do. The priest brought a closed box with a hole in it (an opening), and he put the box beside the door of the Temple where people used to enter. They put their gifts in the box till it was full of money. The king and the priest gathered a big sum of money from the people, and then the workers and builders came to repair the House of God. They repaired the walls, the doors, and the windows; the Temple became splendid once more. 

· Who of you want to be like Josiah and care for the House of the Lord? 

· What can you do to make the House of God clean and beautiful? 

· Write this verse in your notebook: “Blessed are those who dwell…,” and study it by heart. 

Conclusion 

· Read Psalm 84. How can we care for the House of the Lord spiritually and materially? 

Applications 

· Sometimes we find that the rooms of Sunday School are not clean and torn pieces are here and there and chairs are not well arranged. Ask the children to clean and beautify the place where we worship God. 

· Mention some of the things that need repair in the church and think out how you can help the children of this age in doing that. 

· Ask a group of children to do the following: cleaning and lighting the church - distributing hymn books - gathering hymn books at the end of the service - opening the windows - sweeping the floor - shutting the doors - lighting the lamps - bringing the priest a cup of water - cleaning the carpets and putting them in their place - turning fans on when it is hot - shutting the windows in winter - Let them do that with activity and pleasure. 

· Divide the class into groups - Some of the children perform these actions for one month then others do the same task next month and so on. 

· Read the first chapter of the Book of Nehemiah. 




II Kings 22

	1
	Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath.

	2
	And he did that which was right in the eyes of Jehovah, and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left.

	3
	And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of Jehovah, saying,

	4
	Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the money which is brought into the house of Jehovah, which the keepers of the threshold have gathered of the people:

	5
	and let them deliver it into the hand of the workmen that have the oversight of the house of Jehovah; and let them give it to the workmen that are in the house of Jehovah, to repair the breaches of the house,

	6
	unto the carpenters, and to the builders, and to the masons, and for buying timber and hewn stone to repair the house.

	7
	Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the money that was delivered into their hand; for they dealt faithfully.

	8
	And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of Jehovah. And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan, and he read it.

	9
	And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again, and said, Thy servants have emptied out the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of the workmen that have the oversight of the house of Jehovah.

	10
	And Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king.

	11
	And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes.

	12
	And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying,

	13
	Go ye, inquire of Jehovah for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found; for great is the wrath of Jehovah that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is written concerning us.

	14
	So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asaiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the second quarter); and they communed with her.

	15
	And she said unto them, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: Tell ye the man that sent you unto me,

	16
	Thus saith Jehovah, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah hath read.

	17
	Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the work of their hands, therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and it shall not be quenched.

	18
	But unto the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of Jehovah, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: As touching the words which thou hast heard,

	19
	because thy heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before Jehovah, when thou heardest what I spake against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith Jehovah.

	20
	Therefore, behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes see all the evil which I will bring upon this place. And they brought the king word again.


II Kings 23

	1
	And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem.

	2
	And the king went up to the house of Jehovah, and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the house of Jehovah.

	3
	And the king stood by the pillar, and made a covenant before Jehovah, to walk after Jehovah, and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all [his] heart, and all [his] soul, to confirm the words of this covenant that were written in this book: and all the people stood to the covenant.

	4
	And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the threshold, to bring forth out of the temple of Jehovah all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the Asherah, and for all the host of heaven, and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el.

	5
	And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven.

	6
	And he brought out the Asherah from the house of Jehovah, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and beat it to dust, and cast the dust thereof upon the graves of the common people.

	7
	And he broke down the houses of the sodomites that were in the house of Jehovah, where the women wove hangings for the Asherah.

	8
	And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba; and he brake down the high places of the gates that were at the entrance of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on a man’s left hand at the gate of the city.

	9
	Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up to the altar of Jehovah in Jerusalem, but they did eat unleavened bread among their brethren.

	10
	And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech.

	11
	And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entrance of the house of Jehovah, by the chamber of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which was in the precincts; and he burned the chariots of the sun with fire.

	12
	And the altars that were on the roof of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of Jehovah, did the king break down, and beat [them] down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron.

	13
	And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile.

	14
	And he brake in pieces the pillars, and cut down the Asherim, and filled their places with the bones of men.

	15
	Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, even that altar and the high place he brake down; and he burned the high place and beat it to dust, and burned the Asherah.

	16
	And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchers that were there in the mount; and he sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchers, and burned them upon the altar, and defiled it, according to the word of Jehovah which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these things.

	17
	Then he said, What monument is that which I see? And the men of the city told him, It is the sepulcher of the man of God, who came from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast done against the altar of Beth-el.

	18
	And he said, Let him be; let no man move his bones. So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came out of Samaria.

	19
	And all the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke [Jehovah] to anger, Josiah took away, and did to them according to all the acts that he had done in Beth-el.

	20
	And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there, upon the altars, and burned men’s bones upon them; and he returned to Jerusalem.

	21
	And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep the Passover unto Jehovah your God, as it is written in this book of the covenant.

	22
	Surely there was not kept such a Passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah;

	23
	but in the eighteenth year of king Josiah was this Passover kept to Jehovah in Jerusalem.

	24
	Moreover them that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the teraphim, and the idols, and all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might confirm the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of Jehovah.

	25
	And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to Jehovah with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there any like him.

	26
	Notwithstanding, Jehovah turned not from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations wherewith Manasseh had provoked him.

	27
	And Jehovah said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and I will cast off this city which I have chosen, even Jerusalem, and the house of which I said, My name shall be there.

	28
	Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

	29
	In his days Pharaoh Necoh king of Egypt went up against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates: and king Josiah went against him; and [Pharaoh Necho] slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him.

	30
	And his servants carried him in a chariot dead from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own sepulcher. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father’s stead.
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King Josiah and the Repair of the Temple

(Abbreviated Story for Kids()
I. Who is King Josiah?
A. After King Solomon, came other Kings.

1. Most of them were wicked; they didn’t do what’s right in the sight of God.

2. The Lord rejected them and raised enemies against them.

3. The magnificent Temple was looted and ruined.

B. King Josiah was 8 years old when he became King.

1. He ruled in Judah.

2. He ruled for 31 years in the city of Jerusalem.

C. Listen to what the Bible says about him: “He did what was right in the sight of the Lord and walked in all the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.”

1. Orthodoxy also means not turning aside to the right hand or to the left.

2. Despite of all the wickedness around him, he remained righteous; he never gave in to peer-pressure.

II. What did King Josiah do?
A. He loved the House of God; he cared about its condition.

1. Its walls were dirty.
2. The golden covering layers were removed.
3. The stones were broken, and the wood was cracked.

B. He collected money from the people to repair the Temple.

1. A box with a hole was placed beside the Temple door.

2. King Josiah told the priests to give the donated money to the workers in order to repair the Temple.

3. The money was used to buy wood and cut stones.
C. During the repair work, God had a surprise for them.
1. They found the Book of the Law in the House of the Lord; it was lost for a very long time.
2. They brought it to the King and started to read it.
3. In it, God was helping them see their sins so they might repent.
4. The King and his people changed their evil ways and followed what was written in the Bible.
III.  What can we learn from King Josiah?
A. Although very young, King Josiah did “what’s right in the sight of the Lord.”
1. He did not behave like others in his time.
2. He went “against the wind” in order to do what’s right.

B. He loved the Church and cared for the House of God.  We can also:
1. Organize the prayer books in Church
2. Organize the chairs
3. Pick trash off the floors
4. Study hymns to sing during the services

5. Donate some of our money to the Church

C. Start a specific Church-maintenance activity to the kids’ liking.

Supplemental Notes( On

King Josiah and the Repair of the Temple 
1. King Josiah, although quite young, “did what was right in the sight of the Lord.” His following of the Law was unparalleled among the kings of Israel and Judah.  Like his grandfather, King Hezekiah, who was famed for being without equal in his trust of the Lord, King Josiah was truly a righteous king.
2. The name Josiah means “The Lord Supports.”  Josiah the king reigned in Judah from 640 BC until 609 BC, when the Egyptians killed him in the battle of Megiddo.
3. The Jews were known for their extremely generous giving to the house of God.  This can be seen at the time of Moses when the Tabernacle was built, in the days of David when they were preparing for the construction of the Temple, and also during the times of Joash (2 Chr 24) and Josiah when they were repairing the Temple.  Precious vessels were presented as treasures or gifts, and because of their great number, the treasure house of the Temple in Jerusalem was lusted after by strangers like the Syrians and the Romans.

4. As the people started to repair the ruined Temple, God also desired that they repair their spiritual temples (their souls) that were ruined by sins; hence, He revealed to them His Book of the Law so that they might realize their sins and repent.  Likewise, God desires that we repair our spiritual temples; remind the kids of the need to repent and purge away any mistakes that took place before partaking of the Holy Eucharist.
5. The need for spiritual guidance:

When Josiah heard the script of Moses’ Law, and found that the people had deviated totally from following it, “Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of Michaiah, Shaphn the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king, saying, ‘Go, inquire of the Lord for me, for the people and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has been found; for great is the wrath of the Lord that is aroused against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.’” (2 Kings 22:12-13).

6. In the Holy Liturgy, we chant: “O Lord of Host come back and look from heaven, look after this vine, repair and strengthen it, this which You have planted with your Right Hand…”  The vine is a symbol of the Church that Jesus watered with His Honored Blood.
7. “Those from among you shall build the old waste places. You shall raise up the foundations of many generations; and you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Streets to dwell in.” (Is. 58: 12) When we stretch our hands to do little things, like material giving or comforting the sorrowful, etc., God grants us what is far greater - to help build the inner life of others to become a holy dwelling place for the Lord.
8. Please take this opportunity to start a Church maintenance activity for your kids to perform on a regular basis.  Follow-up is necessary if they are to repeat the activity.


                             NAME: ____________________________  

First                          last             

King Josiah and the Repair of the Temple 
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II Kings Chapters 22
	Blessed are those who dwell in Your House, they will be praising You.

Psalm 84:4


· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (backward or forward):
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1. How old was Josiah when he became a king?
2. Josiah did what was __________ in the sight of the Lord.
3. Orthodoxy means not turning aside to the right or to the __________.
4. Donations were collected to ___________ the damages of the Lord’s house.
5. The money was given to _____________, builders, and masons to buy repair materials.
6. While working on the Temple, they found the ____________ of the Law.
7. When the king heard the words that were read from the Law, he tore his _________.
8. The king sent his servants to the prophets in order to _____________ of the Lord concerning the words read from the Bible.
9. The priest and the king’s servants went to _____________ the prophetess.
10. The Lord would bring calamity on the nation and its people because they have ____________ Him and worshipped other gods.
11. The Lord said, “My wrath shall be aroused against this place and shall not be ___________.”
12. King Josiah would not see these calamities happen in his days because he ______________ himself before the Lord, tore his clothes and wept.
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( Composed by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower CA


( References used: 
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