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The Lord Appears In the Temple 
Objective 

· To give the children an idea about people’s love for God and how their love was so deep and strong that they build a great Temple to worship God. 

Memory Verse 

“That Your eyes may be open toward this Temple night and day” (1 Kings 8:29) 

References 

· 1 Kings 8 & 9 

· “Interpretation of the First Book of Kings” Sporting, Alexandria 

Introduction 

· Let us read and learn Solomon’s prayer with which he dedicated the Temple (1 Kings 8:22-53). 

Lesson Outlines 

When King Solomon finished building the Temple, he made a great feast that the world had not seen its like. He brought the Ark of the Lord God and put it together with all the vessels used in the service in its new place. Those vessels were in the Tent of Meetings. Then Solomon dedicated the House of God and God was pleased with Solomon for all what he did. The Glory of God came on the Temple in the form of a cloud all the days of the feast. That cloud used to appear over the Tent of Meetings in the wilderness, and it was a proof that the Lord filled the Temple; people felt that the Lord still desired to dwell among his people. The age of Solomon was an age of peace. 

· What did Solomon do after he had finished building the Temple? 

· What does the word “dedicate” mean? 

· How did the Lord show that He was pleased with Solomon? 

· Let us repeat together: “That Your eyes may be open…” This verse is a part of Solomon’s prayer when he dedicated the Temple. 

When the Ark of the Lord was set in its place in the Temple, Solomon stood before all the people and blessed them in the Name of the Lord then he prayed and said... (The Servant reads a part of Solomon’s prayer). Sacrifices then were offered on the altar of the Temple; they offered oxen and sheep. The people were in complete joy and happiness for fourteen days. Then Solomon asked the people to leave, each to go to his house. They all went home and they were happy because of the blessing they received; that blessing which the Lord promised to give to David and Solomon was fulfilled. Then the Lord appeared to Solomon once more and told him that he heard his prayers and answered them. The Lord said to Solomon, “If you will serve Me in honesty and integrity. If you obey My laws and do everything I have commanded you, I will keep the promise I made to your father David when I told him that Israel would always be ruled by his descendants”. 

· Who attended the dedication of the Temple? 

· How long did the feasts take? 

· What did the Lord say to Solomon when he appeared to him the second time? 

· Who remembers the verse: “That Your eyes may be open...” 

Conclusion 

· Draw the children’s attention to the fact that the Lord dwells in the church, so they must enter the church with reverence and awe. They must not speak inside the church because God dwells in it. 

Applications 

· Draw your church inside a rectangle. Color the door and the windows of the church, which you have drawn. Give them a brown color. 

· Read 2 Kings 22 at home. 




I Kings 8

	1
	Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers` [houses] of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the city of David, which is Zion.

	2
	And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast, in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.

	3
	And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark.

	4
	And they brought up the ark of Jehovah, and the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the Tent; even these did the priests and the Levites bring up.

	5
	And king Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be counted nor numbered for multitude.

	6
	And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah unto its place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubim.

	7
	For the cherubim spread forth their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered the ark and the staves thereof above.

	8
	And the staves were so long that the ends of the staves were seen from the holy place before the oracle; but they were not seen without: and there they are unto this day.

	9
	There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when Jehovah made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt.

	10
	And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of Jehovah,

	11
	so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud; for the glory of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah.

	12
	Then spake Solomon, Jehovah hath said that he would dwell in the thick darkness.

	13
	I have surely built thee a house of habitation, a place for thee to dwell in for ever.

	14
	And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the assembly of Israel: and all the assembly of Israel stood.

	15
	And he said, Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, who spake with his mouth unto David thy father, and hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying,

	16
	Since the day that I brought forth my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build a house, that my name might be there; but I chose David to be over my people Israel.

	17
	Now it was in the heart of David my father to build a house for the name of Jehovah, the God of Israel.

	18
	But Jehovah said unto David my father, Whereas it was in thy heart to build a house for my name, thou didst well that it was in thy heart:

	19
	nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son that shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the house for my name.

	20
	And Jehovah hath established his word that he spake; for I am risen up in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as Jehovah promised, and have built the house for the name of Jehovah, the God of Israel.

	21
	And there have I set a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant of Jehovah, which he made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.

	22
	And Solomon stood before the altar of Jehovah in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven;

	23
	and he said, O Jehovah, the God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath; who keepest covenant and loving-kindness with thy servants, that walk before thee with all their heart;

	24
	who hast kept with thy servant David my father that which thou didst promise him: yea, thou spakest with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thy hand, as it is this day.

	25
	Now therefore, O Jehovah, the God of Israel, keep with thy servant David my father that which thou hast promised him, saying, There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if only thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me as thou hast walked before me.

	26
	Now therefore, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant David my father.

	27
	But will God in very deed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have built!

	28
	Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, O Jehovah my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee this day;

	29
	that thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even toward the place whereof thou hast said, My name shall be there; to hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall pray toward this place.

	30
	And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: yea, hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place; and when thou hearest, forgive.

	31
	If a man sin against his neighbor, and an oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and he come [and] swear before thine altar in this house;

	32
	then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his own head, and justifying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness.

	33
	When thy people Israel are smitten down before the enemy, because they have sinned against thee; if they turn again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray and make supplication unto thee in this house:

	34
	then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest unto their fathers.

	35
	When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against thee; if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou dost afflict them:

	36
	then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou teachest them the good way wherein they should walk; and send rain upon thy land, which thou hast given to thy people for an inheritance.

	37
	If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, if there be blasting [or] mildew, locust [or] caterpillar; if their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be;

	38
	what prayer and supplication so ever be made by any man, [or] by all thy people Israel, who shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house:

	39
	then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, and forgive, and do, and render unto every man according to all his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men;)

	40
	that they may fear thee all the days that they live in the land which thou gavest unto our fathers.

	41
	Moreover concerning the foreigner, that is not of thy people Israel, when he shall come out of a far country for thy name’s sake

	42
	(for they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy mighty hand, and of thine outstretched arm); when he shall come and pray toward this house;

	43
	hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, and do according to all that the foreigner calleth to thee for; that all the peoples of the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as doth thy people Israel, and that they may know that this house which I have built is called by my name.

	44
	If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatsoever way thou shalt send them, and they pray unto Jehovah toward the city which thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have built for thy name;

	45
	then hear thou in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause.

	46
	If they sin against thee (for there is no man that sinneth not), and thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them away captive unto the land of the enemy, far off or near;

	47
	yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land whither they are carried captive, and turn again, and make supplication unto thee in the land of them that carried them captive, saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have dealt wickedly;

	48
	if they return unto thee with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies, who carried them captive, and pray unto thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built for thy name:

	49
	then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven thy dwelling-place, and maintain their cause;

	50
	and forgive thy people who have sinned against thee, and all their transgressions wherein they have transgressed against thee; and give them compassion before those who carried them captive, that they may have compassion on them

	51
	(for they are thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron);

	52
	that thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of thy servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, to hearken unto them whensoever they cry unto thee.

	53
	For thou didst separate them from among all the peoples of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by Moses thy servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord Jehovah.

	54
	And it was so, that, when Solomon had made an end of praying all this prayer and supplication unto Jehovah, he arose from before the altar of Jehovah, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread forth toward heaven.

	55
	And he stood, and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying,

	56
	Blessed be Jehovah, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by Moses his servant.

	57
	Jehovah our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us;

	58
	that he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his ordinances, which he commanded our fathers.

	59
	And let these my words, wherewith I have made supplication before Jehovah, be nigh unto Jehovah our God day and night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel, as every day shall require;

	60
	that all the peoples of the earth may know that Jehovah, he is God; there is none else.

	61
	Let your heart therefore be perfect with Jehovah our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day.

	62
	And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before Jehovah.

	63
	And Solomon offered for the sacrifice of peace-offerings, which he offered unto Jehovah, two and twenty thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of Jehovah.

	64
	The same day did the king hallow the middle of the court that was before the house of Jehovah; for there he offered the burnt-offering, and the meal-offering, and the fat of the peace-offerings, because the brazen altar that was before Jehovah was too little to receive the burnt-offering, and the meal-offering, and the fat of the peace-offerings.

	65
	So Solomon held the feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a great assembly, from the entrance of Hamath unto the brook of Egypt, before Jehovah our God, seven days and seven days, even fourteen days.

	66
	On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they blessed the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that Jehovah had showed unto David his servant, and to Israel his people.


I Kings 9:1-9
	1
	And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building of the house of Jehovah, and the king’s house, and all Solomon’s desire which he was pleased to do,

	2
	that Jehovah appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto him at Gibeon.

	3
	And Jehovah said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and my heart shall be there perpetually.

	4
	And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and mine ordinances;

	5
	then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom over Israel for ever, according as I promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel.

	6
	But if ye shall turn away from following me, ye or your children, and not keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but shall go and serve other gods, and worship them;

	7
	then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all peoples.

	8
	And though this house is so high, yet shall every one that passeth by it be astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall say, Why hath Jehovah done thus unto this land, and to this house?

	9
	and they shall answer, Because they forsook Jehovah their God, who brought forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped them, and served them: therefore hath Jehovah brought all this evil upon them.



THEOLOGICAL MEANING OF THE EUCHARIST

THE PRESENCE OF GOD(
Bible Reading:  Exodus 25-27, and 40

Golden Verse:

"I was glad when they said to me, 'Let us go into the house of the LORD.'" Psalm 122:1

Lesson Aim:

1. The tabernacle of the Old Testament and God's presence in it was a symbol of the Church of the New Testament and God's presence in the Divine Liturgy.

2. As we feel the presence of God among us in the Divine Liturgy, we should fear Him and do not act in a manner that is not befitting the sons of God.

Lesson Notes:

A. The Description of the Tabernacle:

1) It was not designed by man but was built according to the model which God showed Moses on the mountain.

2) It had no external beauty. Its beauty was from inside.

3) It was called the dwelling place or the house of God.

4) It was the place of assembly: where God met with His people or where people were in the presence of God.

5) All the rites established by God for practice in the tabernacle were aimed at preparing the people to meet with God.

6) Was described by St. Paul as the "Shadow of heavenly things"

B. The Glory of God's Presence:

1) When the tabernacle was completed, a cloud covered it by day and fire by night, a symbol of the presence of God.

2) Moses was not able to enter into the tent because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

3) The same situation occurred with the priests in the Temple of Solomon, where they could not stand to minister because of the cloud: “for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the LORD.” (1 Kings 8:10, 11)

4) Prophet Ezekiel talks in detail about the presence of God in His house (43:1-6).

C. The Appearance of God to Many Fathers inside the Altar and the Church:

1) Moses

2) Joshua

3) Samuel

4) David

5) Zacharias


Supplemental Notes( On

The Lord Appears In the Temple 
1. “Dedicate” means to set apart for a special use or to consecrate.
2. Solomon’s requests in the Prayer of Dedication:
a. First request: righteous judgment.  In such situations where there was insufficient evidence to establish a charge, the accused was obliged to take an oath before the altar in the Temple, declaring his innocence.
b. Second request: forgiveness of sin, where sin against God has caused Israel to be defeated.
c. Third & fourth requests: healing the land after distress or drought due to people’s sin.
d. Fifth request: prayer by a foreigner to grant him his request.
e. Sixth & seventh requests: matters relative to wartime situations to maintain people’s cause and deliver them from their enemies.
3. In 2 Chronicles 5: 12, we read that the Levites at the dedication of the temple were “arrayed in white linen”; the same idea is transferred to the New Testament and Church rituals.  Priests and deacons of the New Testament Church are arrayed in white linen during all Liturgical services.
4. During the consecration of a new Church Altar, the Bishop prays the following: “You who heard Solomon in his prayer, having built the house, and who came and did dwell in it, sanctifying it for a house of forgiveness of sins.  Now also we ask You, O lover of man, dwell in this house and sanctify it and consecrate it.  O God our Savior, hear us and have mercy upon us.”  Kyrie Eleison.

5. If God, through His love, allowed man to build a house for Him, it was to proclaim His dwelling in our midst. God does not care for stones and huge buildings, but dwells: “On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at (His) word.” (Is. 66: 2) The wise king Solomon realized this fact. That is why he prayed on the day of dedication of the temple, saying, “Will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You, how much less this temple which I have built?” (1 Kings 8: 27)
6. On the day the tabernacle was erected, God’s glory also appeared as a cloud that filled and covered it. When the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, it became a pillar of cloud that went before the children of Israel in all their journeys. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day it was taken up. By night, the cloud was transformed into a pillar of fire that also went before them (Ex. 40: 35 -- 38; Numbers 9: 15 --23).
7. The cloud that filled the Temple and the Tabernacle carried symbols of the incarnation of the Word of God and His coming down to us in order to unify us with Him and to carry us with Him through the worthiness of the His precious blood.
8. The Coptic Artist dare not picture the Father, for He is unseen. On rare occasions He is depicted in a symbol as a Hand going through the clouds, but He is never depicted as an aged man, for He is not incarnated.
9. In the New Testament, God dwelt in the womb of the human cloud, the Virgin St. Mary, “Behold, the Lord rides on a swift cloud, and will come into Egypt; the idols of Egypt will totter at His presence, and the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst.” (Is. 19:1)  The glittering cloud which carried the child Jesus to Egypt was His mother, St. Mary, who surpassed the cloud in purity.  The daily Coptic Psalmody also mentions other types and symbols of St. Mary, such as: Aaron’s censer, Ezekiel’s gate, Noah’s Ark, God’s city, New Jerusalem etc.…
10. Spiritual meanings and contemplation on the use of  incense:
In the consecration of Solomon's Temple, the Holy Bible says: “And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. Then Solomon spoke: ‘The Lord said He would dwell in the dark cloud’” (1Kin.8: 10-12).  Incense represents clouds or dark clouds, reminding us of God's presence and the glory of God. It is written: “Clouds and darkness surround Him” (Ps.97: 2). 
11. On the Mount of Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah were enveloped with a bright cloud because they were near the Lord Jesus Christ, whose light overflowed them.
12. It is also said about the Lord’s second coming: "Look, He is coming with the clouds and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him." (Rev 1:7).
13. Chronicles adds that Solomon’s prayer and blessing were accompanied by heavenly fire that consumed the sacrifice on the altar (2 Chr. 7:1-3).


                             NAME: ____________________________  

First                  last          

The Lord Appears In the Temple 
I Kings Chapters 8
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	That Your eyes may be open toward this Temple night and day.

1 Kings 8:29 


· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (backward or forward):
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1. It was placed in the Most Holy Place.
2. They carried the above mentioned holy thing to the inner sanctuary.
3. Their wings spanned the width of the inner sanctuary.
4. It filled the house of the Lord so that the priests could not continue ministering.
5. The ____________ of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.
6. The Lord said that He would _____________ in the dark cloud.
7. The Lord had ______________ His word which He spoke concerning the construction of the Temple.
8. Solomon’s prayer after the completion of the Temple is called the prayer of _____________.
9. Solomon’s praying position by the end of his prayer.
10. Solomon’s final advice to the assembly of Israel was to let their hearts be _____________ to the Lord.
11. The number of days it took for the Dedication Feast.
12. The people ________________ the king and went home joyful and glad.[image: image1.emf] 
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