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The Angel Saves Lot from Sodom: 
God’s Care for His Children 
Objective 

· The Lord saves Lot and his family from the fire, which will burn Sodom 

Memory Verse 

“Escape for your life” (Genesis 19:17) 

References 

· Genesis 19 

· “The Life of Abraham,” by F.B. Mayer 

Introduction 

· Abraham was Lot’s Uncle. They went out together from their land to a land that the Lord promised to show them. They stayed together for sometime during their trip until they decided to separate. 

· Why do you think they wanted to separate? Let us find out…! 

Lesson Outline 

You know that Abraham was rich… He had many sheep and cows, which used to graze together in the green pastures... One day Lot’s shepherds quarreled with Abraham’s shepherds because there was not enough pastureland for them. So Abraham and Lot his nephew held a meeting and the following conversation ran between them: 

Abraham: Good morning Lot 

Lot: Good morning Uncle Abraham 

Abraham: My son, I heard that quarrels broke out between your men and my men because of green grass and water… so why should we quarrel? 

Lot: My Uncle, the men who take care of your sheep attacked my men and gave them a good beating and pushed them away from the green grass and water wells and my sheep spent a whole day without food and water. 

Abraham: My dear son, Lot, my companion in my journeys... I have no son and you are my son... We are one family and we worship God so why should we quarrel? God does not love people who quarrel. We are sojourners on this land... Take all the green pastures and all the wells that are full of water and do not be angry. 

Lot: Thank you Uncle Abraham for your kindness and love (The children act the dialogue) 

Lot dwelt in Sodom and it was like a paradise in his sight. Sodom was a fertile land but the people of Sodom were wicked and we know that God hates sin. So God sent two angels to destroy the city. 

Lot was sitting by the gate of the city. When he saw two men approaching, he stood up and ran to meet them. He bowed to the ground before them and said to them, “Sirs I am here to serve you. Please come to my house. You can wash your feet and stay the night”. He kept on urging them, and finally they went with him to his house. Lot ordered his servants to bake some bread and prepare a fine meal for the guests... Before the guests went to bed, the men of Sodom surrounded the house. They called out to Lot, “Bring your guests out to us”. Lot refused to bring his guests out lest the people should do harm to them. Lot went outside... he tried to calm them but in vain. They said to him, “Out of our way, or we will treat you worse than them”. They pushed Lot back and moved up to break down the door, but the two angels inside reached out, pulled Lot back into the house, and shut the door. Then they struck all the men outside with blindness, so that they could not find the door. 

· Who were Lot’s guests? 

· Why did they come to Sodom? 

· Will the Lord save Lot? 

The two angels said to Lot, “If you have anyone else here, sons, daughters, sons-in-law, or any other relatives living in the city get them out of here. You know that Sodom’s evil is great and that wage of sin is death... God has sent us to destroy the city with fire. As for you, run for you life and get out of this city, you and all whom you have… your sons-in-law, your sons, your daughters go and warn them. Lot went out at midnight... He was broken-hearted... He knocked at a door... A man looked out of a window and the following dialogue ran between them. 

Son-in-law: Who is knocking at the door? 

Lot: I am your father-in-law. 

Son-in-law: Yes, what do you want? All people are asleep... It is late at night. 

Lot: I have two visitors from heaven. They say that the Lord will destroy the city and they advise me to get out…Come and let us go out together. 

Son-in-law: Ha... What a pity... you are very simple Lot… Sodom is good and full of people... There are no sign indicating that it will be destroyed (The children act the dialogue. They repeat after the Servant). 

When Lot came back, he was very sad, as he could not convince them... Lot told the angels of what they did... At dawn the angels tried to make Lot hurry. They said, “Take your wife and your two daughters and get out so that you may not lose your lives”. When Lot hesitated and lingered, they took him, his wife and his two daughters by hand and led them out of the city saying, “Run for your life... Do not look back and do not stop in the valley. Run to the hills so that you won’t be killed.” The two angels ordered Lot to go to a certain place where he would be safe. When he had reached the place, they destroyed the city with fire. The Lord ordered Lot and his household not to look back. Lot’s wife looked back and was turned into a pillar of salt. Smoke arose from the city... like smoke from a huge furnace... The city was completely destroyed. 

If there is a place full of evil, we should not go there... we should keep away from it and not to look back at it…we should keep away from sin. 

· Who were saved from Sodom? 

· Who turned into a pillar of salt? 

· How many persons were saved? 

· Repeat after me: Escape for your life… 

Conclusion 

· The Lord always tries to save his children from evil and danger. 

Applications 

1. Each one of us must think of a list of his/her sins or one sin and decide to keep away from them. Let’s pray to the Lord to strengthen us all this week. 

2. In a few lines of your own, write how those of old used to entertain guests. Write about what you can do now to make your guest happy. 

3. Mark √ (right) before the correct statements: 

· Abraham drove Lot away and took his sheep ( ). 

· Lot was angry with his uncle Abraham and left him ( ). 

· Abraham treated Lot gently and kindly ( ). 




Genesis 19:1-30
	1
	And the two angels came to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot saw them, and rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face to the earth;

	2
	and he said, Behold now, my lords, turn aside, I pray you, into your servant`s house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your way. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.

	3
	And he urged them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.

	4
	But before they lay down, the men of the city, [even] the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both young and old, all the people from every quarter;

	5
	and they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men that came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them.

	6
	And Lot went out unto them to the door, and shut the door after him.

	7
	And he said, I pray you, my brethren, do not so wickedly.

	8
	Behold now, I have two daughters that have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing, forasmuch as they are come under the shadow of my roof.

	9
	And they said, Stand back. And they said, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and drew near to break the door.

	10
	But the men put forth their hand, and brought Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door.

	11
	And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied themselves to find the door.

	12
	And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whomsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of the place:

	13
	for we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxed great before Jehovah: and Jehovah hath sent us to destroy it.

	14
	And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons-in-law, who married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for Jehovah will destroy the city. But he seemed unto his sons-in-law as one that mocked.

	15
	And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters that are here, lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.

	16
	But he lingered; and the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters, Jehovah being merciful unto him; and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.

	17
	And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the Plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.

	18
	And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my lord:

	19
	behold now, thy servant hath found favor in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy loving-kindness, which thou hast showed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest evil overtake me, and I die:

	20
	behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one. Oh let me escape thither (is it not a little one?), and my soul shall live.

	21
	And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow the city of which thou hast spoken.

	22
	Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.

	23
	The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot came unto Zoar.

	24
	Then Jehovah rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from Jehovah out of heaven;

	25
	and he overthrew those cities, and all the Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.

	26
	But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.

	27
	And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he had stood before Jehovah:

	28
	and he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the Plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the land went up as the smoke of a furnace.

	29
	And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which Lot dwelt.

	30
	And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.




God Takes Care of Lot(
References:   Genesis 18 & 19
Golden Verse:
“Flee for your lives!  Don’t look back.”  Genesis 19:17

Lesson Aim:
1. God takes care of good people.
2. Intercession
3. Fleeing from sin
Lesson Notes:
1. The Intercession of Abraham on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah
a. God shares His plans with His Saints.
b. Abraham intercedes many times on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah.
c. For the sake of a few, God forgives many people.  We are blessed because of the few saints living with us.
d. We should notice how humble Abraham was while talking with God.
2. Two Angels visit Lot

a. It shows Lot’s generosity and love for strangers.

b. Lot tried his best to protect his guests from the wicked people.

c. The Angels protected him and his family.

3. Lot is saved

a. We see God’s justice in punishing the wicked people and His love to those who obey Him.

b. Lot’s in-laws joked about God’s promise.  They were not saved with him.

c. God did not permit the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah until Lot was safe in Zoar.

4. Lot’s wife looks back

a. She looked back because of her weak faith.

b. She disobeyed God; she lost all His blessings.

c. By looking back to the wicked cities (sin), Lot’s wife desired and longed for sin.


 Supplemental Notes( for

The Angel Saves Lot from Sodom: 

God’s Care for His Children 
	1. It was “three men” who came to Abraham, and “in the heat of the day”; but in the case of Sodom, “two angels”, and “in the evening.” Good things are likened to light, bad things to evening, since the “sun of justice” has set on them (Mal 4:2).  For the punishment of the wicked is night and darkness, but the righteous “will shine like light.” (Prov 4:18)  (Theodore of Mopsuestia)
2. Where there was an announcement of good things, the Lord was present.  But when the subject is punishment, He does not appear in person.  (Theodore of Mopsuestia)
3. Abraham’s Visitation vs. Lot’s Visitation:
Abraham

Lot

1.  Hosted the Lord and the 2 Angels
1.  Hosted the 2 Angels alone
2.  The Visitors came during the day
2.  The visitors came in the evening
3.  The 3 Visitors stood by Abraham.
3.  The 2 Angels were on their way.
4.  The Visitors accepted Abraham’s hospitality.
4.  The visitors refused Lot’s hospitality, but he insisted strongly.
5.  Abraham offered a big meal
5.  No offering
6.  Abraham obtained a big blessing (Isaac).
6.  Lost everything; no place to go
7.  Abraham cared about the salvation of others and interceded.
7.  Lot cared about himself and his family as to where they would go.
8.  It was a happy occasion full of laughter and hope.
8.  It was a bitter occasion full of struggle, pain, and restlessness.



4. God showed His righteousness in judging Sodom and Gomorrah by checking with great scrutiny (“I will go down and see …”) and keeping Lot in their midst as a living example to witness against them.  There was no excuse for their wickedness.
5. Lot was not inside Sodom “but at the gate.” For he surely knew the impiety of the Sodomites and that there was no rest for the stranger in that place.  (Origen)
6. Let this be heeded by those who are given to repulsing people who call on them with requests to make and causes to plead and who show them great inhumanity.  See how this good man [Lot] did not wait until the visitors reached him but like the patriarch, without knowing who the visitors were but presuming that they were travelers of some kind, well nigh jumped for joy on seeing them, as though not missing the object of his desire (St. John Chrysostom)
7. He gave thanks to God for being found worthy to welcome the visitors.  Notice his virtue of soul: he considered it a great kindness on God’s part to encounter these men and by welcoming them to fulfill his private longing.  Now don’t tell me they were angels; remember, rather, that this good man did not realize that yet but behaved as though receiving unknown travelers.  He said, “Lo, sirs, break off your journey at your servant’s house.  Rest and bathe your feet; then rise early and resume your journey.” (St. John Chrysostom)
8. How could you help being amazed at his exceeding humility and the fervor with which he displayed his hospitality?  He addressed them as “sirs” and calls himself their servant.  This man of good name and reputation, enjoying great prosperity, a householder, addresses as master these travelers, these strangers, unknown, unprepossessing wayfarers, no connections of his, and says, “Break off your journey at your servant’s house and rest.” (St. John Chrysostom)
9. Seeing that despite his entreaty they declined, he did not lose heart, he did not give up what he was intent on, he did not have the kinds of feelings we often do.  We immediately desist; this is due to our doing it without ardor and longing and especially to our thinking that we have excuse enough to be able to say that at any rate we did our best. “He compelled them,” the text says.  It seems to me he drew them in against their will.  Then when they saw the just man applying this effort and not desisting until he should achieve the object of his desire, “they turned aside to him and entered his house.” (St. John Chrysostom)
10. Lot was living in Sodom. We do not read of other good deeds of his. He escapes the flames, he escapes the conflagration for this reason alone: because he opened his house to strangers.  Angels entered the hospitable house; fire entered the houses closed to strangers.  (Origen)
11. God didn’t destroy the righteous with the wicked but saved the only righteous man found, Lot.  Note that if the multitude of evildoers is excessive, cities are not saved on account of the righteous, but the righteous are removed.  (Anonymous)
12. To Capernaum the Savior said, “If in Sodom had been wrought the miracles that had been wrought in you, perhaps it would have remained unto this day.  But I say unto you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the Day of Judgment that for you.” (Mt 11:23-23)  If He says the people of Sodom are less worthy of damnation that all those who neglect the Gospels, then it is most certainly reasonable that we, who neglect the Gospels in most things, should have all the more fear.  (Salvian the Presbyter)
13. But he [Lot] was not so perfect that immediately on departing from Sodom, he could ascend the mountain; for it belongs to the perfect to say, “I have lifted up my eyes to the mountains, whence help shall come to me.” He was therefore somewhere in the middle between the perfect and the doomed. (Origen) Lot wasn’t able to live in the mountains (spiritual high places) because of his weak faith.  Instead, he preferred a small city, Zoar, where he lost a great deal.
14. When he entered the small city of Zoar, he is saved in it.  And after this he went up into the mountain with his daughters, for there was no possibility of ascending from Sodom into the mountain.  (Origen)
15. The mountain represents the Holy Bible:
a. In the Bible we find great refuge in a strong fortress against Satan, the evil enemy.
b. The Bible raises us up spiritually so that the enemy cannot reach us.
c. That’s why Jesus Christ resisted the devil during the temptation with verses from the Bible as an example for us.
16. The one who renounces the vices and rejects the way of life of his fellow citizens is in flight like Lot.  Such a person does not look behind himself but enters that city which is above by the passageway of his thoughts.  (St. Ambrose)
17. It seems that now, after the exodus from Sodom, the conversation is no longer with angels but with the Lord: “But Lot said to them, ‘Please, Lord …’” (verse 18) When one leaves the territory of evil, he will find God conversing with him, and he will have the courage and confidence to ask for whatever he wishes.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)
18. Great is the loving kindness of God.  He who is All-powerful says, “I can do nothing until you arrive there.” He accommodates even the weakness of his servant and tolerates his delay.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)
19. Lot represents allegorically the rational understanding and the courageous soul, while his wife represents the flesh.  For it is the flesh which always looks to vices; when the soul is proceeding to salvation, the flesh looks backward and seeks after pleasures.  For concerning that the Lord also said, “No man putting his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the Kingdom of God.” (Lk 9:62) And He adds, “Remember Lot’s wife.” (Lk 17:32) (Origen)
20. For God looks closely at the actual inner purpose, as when Lot’s wife was the only one to turn her own free will toward the wickedness of the world.  She turned into a statue, yet not one without a useful message but one intended to season and salt the person capable of spiritual perception.  (St. Clement of Alexandria)
21. Lot’s wife symbolizes unbelievers; she looked back to what is corruptible, lusting after it.  The earth always tricks us with lusts. We should not turn back to sin but look ahead to holiness, where Christ invites us.  
22. Lot’s daughters did not trust God with the solution to their problem.  Instead, they solved it themselves in a sinful way, disobeying God’s commandments; they became mothers of two evil nations, Moab and Ammon.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
The Angel Saves Lot from Sodom

Read: Genesis 19
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Verse to memorize: 

	Escape for your life
Genesis 19:17

	


1.  How is Lot related to father Abraham?  Lot is 

	  a) His son-in-law
	   b) His brother’s son

	  c) His brother
	d) His cousin

	  e) His uncle
	


2.  How did Lot get to meet the two angles? 
      a) They came directly to his home. 
      b) He had a vision about their arrival. 
      c) They planned to stay at his home. 
      d) Lot was hospitable to strangers. 

3.  The ____________ told ____________ and his ____________ to escape for their _____________ and not look ______________, lest they by _________________. [back, family, destroyed, Angels, lives, Lot] 

4.  How many persons were found righteous in Sodom and Gomorra? 
   
a) 1          b) 2          c) 4          d) 6          e) 10 

5.  List the persons in Lot’s family who were not saved: 

             1. _________________________ 
             2. _________________________ 
             3. _________________________

6.  How did Lot find God’s place for him and his family?  (See verses 17 - 22) 
  
  
7.  What caused God to judge and punish the cities of Sodom and Gomorra? (See verses 4-11 & 13) 
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( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower CA


Reference used:  


The Book of Genesis (A Patristic Commentary), by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church – Sporting, Alexandria, Anba Reweis Press, 1988


Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Old Testament II), by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Mark Sheridan, InterVarsity Press, 2002
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