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Simon the Elder and Prophetess Anna 
Objective 

· God’s humbleness 

Memory Verse 

“Behold, a virgin shall be with a child, and bear a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel” (Matthew 1:23) 

References 

· Matthew 1 

· Luke 1,2 

Introduction 

· Jesus was born in a humble manger to comfort the poor “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 

Lesson Outlines 

Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem because a decree was sent out for all citizens to register themselves for the census. Everyone went to register himself, each to his own town. The time for Christ to be born drew near. They searched for a place to dwell in but they could not find any place. Mary gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger. There was no room for them to stay in the inn. 

· Where was Christ born? 

· Why hasn’t he born in a house? 

Some shepherds were spending the night in the fields taking care of their flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:10-14). The Shepherds were happy to hear the good news of the Savior’s birth and went to the manger to see the newborn baby. Let us repeat the angels’ song of praise together: “Glory to God... “ 

Prophets of old prophesied of the coming of the Lord Jesus to the world. There were two sincere people waiting impatiently for Him to come. Those people were Simon the Elder, who was pious and righteous and the old Prophetess Anna who never left the temple; day and night she worshipped God, fasting and praying. Simon was a good priest who always went to the temple and read the Scriptures. One day Simon the Elder read the verse: “Behold a virgin shall be with child”. He could not believe what he read and he doubted the truth of the words. The Lord said to him, “You will not die until you see the truth of this verse”. Simon waited and waited a week after a week, and a year after a year till he became very old. He was about 250 years of age. That is why he was called the Elder. One day, when Simon was in the temple, he saw Joseph and Mary bringing the child Jesus into the temple. Jesus was forty days old at that time. According to the Law, the firstborn child was offered to the Lord and the child’s mother was to offer a thanksgiving sacrifice to the Lord. Simon’s heart was filled with joy as he knew that the child who would be born of a virgin, as the scripture said, was Jesus. Simon took the child in his arms and said, “Now, Lord, you have kept your promise. And you may let your servant go in peace. For with my own eyes, I have seen your salvation”. That same night, Simon the Elder died. 

· Who sent the good news of the Lord’s Nativity to the shepherds? 

· Mention the Angels’ song. 

· Why did Joseph and the Virgin go to the Temple? 

· When did they go to the temple? 

· What was Simon the Elder doing in the Temple? 

· What was the Lord’s promise to him when he did not believe the scripture? 

· Why was Simon called the “Elder”? 

· What did Simon the Elder say when he took the child in his arms? 

Conclusion 

· The Lord Jesus Christ desired to correct the mistakes that prevailed among human beings. Therefore, He came to us and brought us a model to follow. 

Applications 

· The children write the previous questions in their notebooks and answer them. 

· Always bear in mind that your aim is to introduce Christ to the children clearly so that they may know Him and have a true knowledge of Him. The baby Christ here blesses the babies... The child Christ blesses the children. He is always with them and they must be always with Him. 

· Act some scenes to show the joy in heaven (angels) and the pleasure on earth (Shepherd) when the Savior was born. 

· The children should make a Nativity Cavern under the Servant’s supervision. This is a good idea and the children like it; it clarifies the notion of Nativity to them. Encourage them to bring the parts of the Nativity Cavern (of the Nativity Tree) small statues of sheep, shepherds, a babe, a manger, straw, candles, pieces of colored paper, etc. and give due concern to how the angels appear in the cavern. 

· The children could act a simple play about the virgins, the child Jesus and Joseph when they went into the Temple and when they met Simon the Elder. 




Luke 2
	1
	And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.

	2
	This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria.

	3
	So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.

	4
	Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,

	5
	to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.

	6
	So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.

	7
	And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

	8
	Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.

	9
	And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.

	10
	Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.

	11
	"For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

	12
	"And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger."

	13
	And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:

	14
	"Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"

	15
	So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us."

	16
	And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.

	17
	Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child.

	18
	And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.

	19
	But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.

	20
	Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. 42

	22
	Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord

	23
	(as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord"),

	24
	and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, "A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."

	25
	And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

	26
	And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

	27
	So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law,

	28
	he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said:

	29
	"Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word;

	30
	For my eyes have seen Your salvation

	31
	Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples,

	32
	A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel."

	33
	And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him.

	34
	Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against

	35
	"(yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."

	36
	Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity;

	37
	and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.

	38
	And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.


	39
	So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.

	40
	And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.



The Birth of Jesus Christ( 

Reference:        Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 1:18-25, 2:1-12 

Golden Verse: 
· "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"  Luke 2:14 
· "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."  John 1:14
Lesson Goals: 

1. Our joy for the birth of Jesus Christ 

2. Introduction about the incarnation of the Son of God 

Lesson Notes: 

1. The significance of Incarnation: why did the Son of God take flesh and become man? 

· For salvation - the penalty of sin is death, and the death of man satisfies God's justice.  The Son of God became man to die for all of us. 

· For God's love 

· To give us an example of how to live with God.  He taught us love, prayer, fasting, . . . 

2. What was the result of the Incarnation? 

· Conciliation between heaven and earth; a lot of angels started to appear on earth 

3. Why Bethlehem? 

· To satisfy the prophecies (Micah 5:2 and Matthew 2:5,6) 

· It is the city of David.  Jesus is the son of David. 

· Bethlehem means "house of bread."  Jesus is the Bread of life. 

· To show us His humility: "There was no room for them in the inn." 

4. The announcement to the shepherds: 

· The announcement of the birth of Christ to the Jews 

· Simple people 

· Were awake at night - ready 

· Given to them by the angels 

· A message of joy 

5. The announcement to the wise men: 

· The announcement of the birth of Christ to the gentiles 

· Jesus came for the salvation of the whole world. 

· Philosophers and priests 

· The star is the language that they understand. 

· Forced the priests in Jerusalem to go back to their books 

· Their gifts: 

· Gold -  for the Kingdom of Christ 

· Frankincense - for His priesthood 

· Myrrh - for His suffering 

· We should notice that the angels did not appear to them until they accepted God and worshipped Him. 

Supplemental Notes( On

Simon the Elder and Prophetess Anna 
1. The law says that a woman who “had received seed” and given birth was to be judged unclean and that after a long period she, along with the offspring she had borne, were to be cleansed by victims offered to God (see Lev 12:2).  So it is evident that the law does not describe as unclean the woman who, without receiving man’s seed, gave birth as a virgin.  His blessed mother, who by a singular privilege was above the law, nevertheless did not shun being made subject to the principles of the law for the sake of showing us an example of humility.  (Bede)
2. The statement “he who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord” is more applicable to the special nativity of the Savior than to that of all men, for Christ alone opened the closed doors of the womb of virginity, which nevertheless remained permanently closed.  (St. Jerome)
3. The words of the Law were pointing to the fruit of the Virginal womb, Who is truly Holy without defilement; the angel confirms this by saying, “The Holy One born of you shall be called the Son of God.” How can we call every male who opens the womb holy when we recognize that many of them were evil?  He is therefore the Holy One through whom the symbols of the Law are fulfilled.  (St. Ambrose)

4. The sacrifice of Mary was no the first offering, that is “a lamb a year old,” but the second, since “she could not afford” the first (see Lev 5:7).  Christ chose both a poor mother, from whom He was born, and a poor homeland.  (Origen)

5. The dove, gentle & quite like Christ, was offered as a sacrifice.  Hence, in one place, the symbol and the real Sacrifice were found together.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

6. Simeon and Anna, a man and a woman of advanced age, greeted the Lord with the devoted services of their professions of faith.  Figuratively speaking, this denotes the synagogue, the Jewish people, who, wearied by the long awaiting of His incarnation, were ready with both their arms (their pious actions) and their voices (their unfeigned faith) to exalt and magnify Him as soon as He came.  (Bede)

7. Deservedly, both sexes hurried to meet Him, offering congratulations, since He appeared as the Redeemer of both.  (Bede)

8. Simeon was one of the 72 Jewish elders who were asked by King Ptolemy to translate the Torah into the Greek language, which came to be called the Septuagint translation.  It was said that during the translation, as he came to the word “Virgin” in Isaiah’s prophecy, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel,” (Is. 7:14) that he doubted.  So, an angel of the Lord appeared to him and confirmed that he would not die until he sees this Virgin’s Son.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)
9. “Simeon” means “him who hears”, or the obedient one; he represents the faithful, obedient Jews who, for a long time, awaited the fulfillment of the prophecies.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

10. Simeon knew that no one could release a man from the prison of the body with hope of life to come, except the anointed One Whom he enfolded in his arms.  This is true not only of Simeon but of the whole human race.  Anyone who departs from this world should enfold Him with his arms and fully grasp Him in his bosom.  Then he will be able to go in joy where he longs to go … (Origen)

11. If you wish to hold Jesus, and to embrace Him with you hands, and to be made worthy of leaving prison, you too must struggle with every effort to possess the guiding Spirit.  (Origen)

12. Prophecy and priesthood, which had been given through Moses, were both passed down, and came to rest on Simeon.  When Simeon presented Him to God, he poured out both of these upon Him: the priesthood from his hands and prophecy from his lips.  As the old man returned Him to His mother, he returned the priesthood with Him.  And when he prophesied to her about Him: “This child is destined for the downfall and rising,” he gave her prophecy with Him as well.  Thus, what Moses had been given was received from Simeon, and it remained and continued with the Lord of these two gifts.  The former steward and the final treasurer handed over the keys of priesthood and prophecy to the One in authority over the treasury of both of these.  (St. Ephrem the Syrian)
13. So the keys He [Christ] had received from Simeon the priest, He gave to another Simeon, the apostle.  So even thought the Jewish nation did not listen to the first Simeon, the Gentile nations would listen to the other Simeon.  (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

14. In the praise of Simeon the elder, we note the salvation of all people and the universality of the Church.  The new Israel includes all people, ever since God opened His arms in love on the cross to embrace all people.  Thus he says, “For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles."  (St. Irenaeus)
15. It is a custom in Scripture to call the Christ of God, Salvation, as Simeon says: “Now let Your servant depart in peace, O Lord, because my eyes have seen Your Salvation.”  Therefore let us subject ourselves to God, because from Him is salvation.  “For He is my God and my Savior: He is my protector, I shall be moved no more.” (Ps. 61:3) The Son, who is from God, is our God.  He Himself is also Savior of the human race, who supports our weakness, who corrects the disturbance that springs up in our souls from temptations.  (St. Basil the Great)
16. The mystery of Christ has been prepared even before the very foundation of the world but was manifested in the last ages of time.  It became a light for those who in darkness and error had fallen under the devil’s hand.  Christ therefore became the Gentiles’ light of revelation, but also the glory of Israel.  Christ is the glory of Israel, for He came out of Israel according to the flesh, though He is God over all, and blessed for evermore, Amen.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

17. He [Christ] is set for the fall of the unbelieving Jews, but for the resurrection of the believing Gentiles.  “And for a sign that is spoken against.”  The cross is a sign that is spoken against.  Why?  Because many who did not believe denied Him at the cross.  They ridiculed it both by deeds and words.  (Amphilochius)
18. Simeon prophesied about the role of Jesus Christ as a righteous, true Judge in “the rise and fall of many.”  He rewards those who are righteous and those who are evil, giving everyone according to his works, whether it be torment or life.  (St. Ambrose)
19. In every person there is what is weak and what is strong, since a person can be weak in body but strong in spirit; “for when I am weak, then am I strong.” (2 Cor 12:10)  Let every evil in us fall so that what is good may find a chance to rise.  (St. Basil the Great)

20. The “rise and fall of many” points to the fall of what is evil in our lives and the rise of the Kingdom of God within us.  Jesus Christ works in us to destroy the old man in order to raise the new man.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

21. Concerning the sign that’s spoken against, the wise St. Paul says, “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (I Cor 1:18)  So, you can see that the sign of the cross is foolishness to some people, but to others it is mercy and life.  (St. Cyril the Great)
22. The Virgin is a mother.  This is “a sign that is spoken against.” He came down from heaven; He rose from the dead.  These are also “a sign that is spoken against.” Even the fact that the mouths of the prophets foretold Him is a sign that is spoken against.  For unbelievers, all things that are written about Him are “a sign that is spoken against.”  (Origen)

23. This blessed one [the Virgin], who had been found worthy of gifts surpassing nature, did at the time of the passion suffer the pangs which she had escaped at childbirth.  (St. John of Damascus)

24. In the fraction of the 9th hour of the Agpeya, it is said, “When the mother saw the Lamb, the Shepherd and Savior of the world hanging on the cross, she wept and said: ‘The world rejoices at the acceptance of salvation, but my heart burns when I look at your crucifixion which You endured for the sake of all; O’ My Son and My God’”.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

25. St. Mary removed the sword that protected Paradise because of Eve.  The inner thoughts of a great number will be revealed, that is, the thoughts of those who had doubted. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

26. The sword that pierced the soul of St. Mary is the Word of God, “For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Heb 4:12) God’s Word exposes the thoughts and intents of the heart, because all things are open and naked to the eyes of St. Mary’s Son, to Whom the secrets of our conscience are visible.  (St. Ambrose)

27. “That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” means that after the scandal which happened at the cross of Christ to both the disciples and to St. Mary herself, some swift healing will follow from the Lord, confirming their hearts in their faith in Him.  (St. Basil the Great)

28. Because it was necessary that women too should be saved, after Simeon there came a woman who was a prophet.  How beautiful the order is!  The woman did not come before the man.  First came Simeon, who took the child and held him in his arms.  Then came the woman.  (Origen)

29. He lists both her (Anna’s) father and her tribe so that we might be convinced he is speaking the truth.  He is summoning, as it were, many witnesses who knew her father and her tribe.  (Theophylact)

30. Do you want to know how a widow should live? Let’s read in the Gospel of St. Luke, for he says, “Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher ...”  “Anna” means God’s compassion, or blessing.  “Phanuel” means God’s face.  “Asher” means rich, or honored.   She was a widow since her youth and lived 84 years in widowhood.  She did not leave the Temple, worshipping with fasts and prayers night and day; hence, she obtained a spiritual blessing and was called “daughter of God’s face” and enjoyed a portion in “richness,” since she belongs to it. (St. Jerome in his letter to Furia, the widow)

31. Anna stands for the Church, which in this present world is as it were widowed by the death of her Spouse.  Even the number of the years of her widowhood designates the time in which the Church, continuing on in the body, sojourns afar from her Lord.  Seven times twelve makes eighty-four.  And seven relates to the full course of this world, which was wrought in seven days.  But twelve belongs to the completeness of the apostolic teachings.  (Bede)

32. Not without purpose, however, does he make mention of the eighty-four years of her widowhood, because both the seven twelves and the two forties seemed to imply a number that is sacred.  (St. Ambrose)

33. Why does St. Luke omit the flight to Egypt?  St. Luke here omits that which he knew was already sufficiently recorded by St. Matthew.  Individual Evangelists are prone to omit certain things, which they see were recorded by others, or which they foresee in the Spirit will be recorded by others.  (Bede)

NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Simon the Elder and Prophetess Anna 

Read: Luke 2:1-40
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Verse to memorize: 
	Behold, a virgin shall be with a child, and bear a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel.

Matthew 1:23


1. Why was Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem? 
a) Because it is the city of king David 
b) Bethlehem means house of bread 
c) To show His humility 
d) To fulfill the prophesies 
e) All of the above 

2. Why did Mary & Joseph travel to Bethlehem?
3. Who said “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men?”
a) The shepherds
b) The Angels to the shepherds
c) The wise men
d) The inn keeper

4. How old was Jesus Christ when his parents brought him to the Temple?  ______ 

5. What was the Lord’s promise to Simon the Elder when he didn’t believe the Scripture?

6. What happened to Simon the Elder the same day after he saw Baby Jesus?
a) He lived for 300 years. 
b) He regained his health. 
c) He began singing. 
d) He died. 

7. Prophetess Anna knew that Baby Jesus was the Messiah.  True or False 
8. How old was prophetess Anna when she first saw the Lord?  __________



































































































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( References used: 


The Gospel According to St. Luke (A Patristic Commentary), Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Sporting – Alexandria, 1990


Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: New Testament III (Luke), The Institute of Classical Christian Studies, InterVarsity Press, 2003
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