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Daniel, the Prophet of the Messiah 
Objective: 

· To Know the Character of the Coming Christ in the Book of Daniel 

Memory Verse: 

“Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” Daniel 12:2 
References: 

· “Daniel, the friend of angels,” Fr. Bishoy Kamel 

· “The Life of Daniel and his prophecy,” Fr. Abdel Messih 

Introduction: 

We see in King David a model indicating a greater king, i.e. the Messiah. He rules over the entire world and his kingdom is endless, according to the promises given from God and the prophecies uttered in the psalms. After him came prophet Isaiah, and through the spirit of prophecy, he revealed the personality of the coming Christ and His kingdom, which He would establish. But it was a spiritual kingdom, not of this world. Here we meet with Daniel to whom Heaven revealed many secrets through visions; he saw the great events in the life of the Son of man, and he prophesied of His coming and the Kingdom of the Saints as seen in his vision. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. The Son of Man in Daniel’s Vision 
Daniel saw a dream: “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other. The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it. And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’ After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words. I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened. I watched then because of the sound of the pompous words which the horn was speaking; I watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame. As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:4-14)
II. The Saints and the Kingdom 
Here Daniel began to understand the interpretation of this vision. One of those standing began to explain: “Those great beasts, which are four, are four kings which arise out of the earth…The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be different from all other kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, trample it and break it in pieces. The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom. And another shall rise after them; He shall be different from the first ones, and shall subdue three kings. He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a time. But the court shall be seated, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it forever. Then the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.” (Daniel 7:17-27)
This explanation clarifies the vision to us and gives us its spiritual meaning as follows: The Son of man who Daniel saw is Jesus Christ who took to Himself the title of “Son of man.” This means that Daniel prophesied of His coming down from heaven, His incarnation for us and for our salvation. Daniel here reveals the symbols of the Holy Trinity, the One God, so we see: The Father (the Ancient of Days), the Son (the Son of man) and the Holy Spirit (a river of fire running and coming out from the Father). The saints whom Daniel saw in his vision are the Christians who believed in the Incarnate God and accepted Him, and He gave them dominion to become children of God and made them children of the Kingdom of God. 

Those saints are from the Kingdom of Christ, which begins and is established here on earth. This Kingdom is the struggling Church which includes a society whose life is characterized by holiness, because they made Christ the king of their lives and their hearts. They obey the commandments of God, and their holy hearts glorify Him. This Kingdom extends to heaven and represents the triumphant Church in the heavenly glories, where the righteous inherit the Kingdom prepared for them before the establishment of the world, and they will attain the crowns of righteousness. 

Daniel revealed the war between the world and the children of God; the world prevailed and succeeded for a limited time. The fourth kingdom refers to the Roman Empire which was in existence when Christ came; the Romans fought the believers and persecuted them severely. But the King of kings won victory. He went out conquering and to conquer and to bring His people triumph and victory. In all these things, we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37). 

III. Seventy Weeks! 
Gabriel the angel appeared to Daniel and said to him “I have come to tell you because the Lord loves you… After seventy weeks (70 x 7 represents the fullness of time, because 7 is a complete number), Christ, the Holy of Holies, will appear and He shall make a strong covenant with many... He shall cause sacrifice and offering to cease” (Daniel 9:20-27). 

Conclusion: 

Let us be cautious of those who interpret the prophecies of Daniel in a way that makes people believe that Christ will come on a certain day or that Israel in her present political circumstances is the outcome of ancient prophecies. Christ will come on an unknown day. 

Applications: 

Choose from the Second group what corresponds to the first group and completes the meaning: 

First Group 
(a) The Son of man whom Daniel saw is… 

(a) The four beasts stand for… 

(a) The beast which fought the children is… 

(a) The horn which spoke great things against God stand for… 

(a) The saints of the Most High to whom the Kingdom is given are… 

Second Group 

· Four kings that will rule over the world. 

· The rulers who falsely accused the innocent Christians. 

· The Christians who believed in Christ the Son of God. 

· The Lord Jesus in His incarnation. 

· The Roman Empire, which persecuted Christianity. 

Questions: 

· How did Daniel inform us about the Messiah? 

· Do all Christians have to be saints? How? 

· Why is Christ given the title of “Son of man”? 

· Study the following verses: Daniel 7:13,14 

· Review Question: “Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivers him out of them all” (Psalm 34:19). Explain this in the light of what you studied in the Book of Daniel. 

· Answer to the Review Question: Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s dream caused him to find favor with the king and grace in his eyes…The three young men and the blazing furnace…Daniel in the den of the lions. 


Supplemental Notes( on

Daniel, the Prophet of the Messiah 
1. One like the Son of Man (Chapter 7)
“I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One life the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and a glory and a kingdom that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.” (Chapter 7:13, 14)
a. He comes to reign forever, and the saints enjoy fellowship with Him in glory.

b. Tertullian the scholar, in his debate with the Jews, clarified that Daniel had prophesied that there are two comings for the Lord Jesus: He comes as a small rock which knocks the statue of temporal kingdoms, and He becomes incarnate, emptying Himself. However, in His Second Coming, He will come on the clouds, in His heavenly royal glory.

c. St. Irenaeus said, “He is the Son of God; He is the Word of the Father; He is the Son of Man. He was born from St. Mary, and He became the Son of Man.”
d. St. Hyppolitus of Rome said, “All authority given by the Father to the Son was revealed to those in heaven, to those on earth, and to those under the earth, and He is the Judge of everyone.” “He is the Lord to those in heaven for He is the Word born before all ages; and He is the Lord to those on earth, for by His death He conquered death and preached the Gospel to the souls of the saints.” (1 Pet. 3:19)
2. The vision of the seventy weeks (Chapter 9)
a. Introduction

This vision has a significant importance to the Jews as well as to the Christians. Both have agreed that the day here refers to a year and a week refers to seven years, as was mentioned in the book of Leviticus: “And you shall count seven Sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven years; and the time of the seven Sabbaths of years shall be to you forty-nine years.” (Lev. 25:8)


St. Jerome said, “The Jews who preceded that age have admitted, in humility, that no one can understand this expression except by the coming of the Messiah. However, many see that God’s punishment will befall the Jews even after their return from the captivity. In their opinion, the beginning of the seventy weeks is the destruction of the temple and ends by the desolation of the temple during the time of Titus. However, in spite of the difference of opinions, all agree that the focus of the vision is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.”

b. The purpose of the vision

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation of iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy.” (v.24)


This period (70 weeks) was set to accomplish a certain goal with six results, three of them are negative and three are positive. These were all fulfilled by the coming of the Lord Jesus.

To finish the transgression:  that is, to erase sins from the eyes of God by preaching the Gospel of salvation and enjoying the gift of the Holy Spirit, which God granted to His Church through the worthiness of the Precious Blood. The captivity was considered a chastisement for the sins of Israel and Judah, but it was not a just punishment because captivity cannot forgive sins. Therefore, the sacrifice of the cross was a must; the Lord Jesus offers Himself on the cross as a propitiation for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1)


To make an end of sins: When the Lord Jesus offered Himself as a Sacrifice for sin, being without blemish, He put an end to sin for the whole world once and for all.


To make reconciliation of iniquity: This means that the Sacrifice for reconciliation or atonement has to be offered.


These were the negative results where the curse of sin was abolished. Sin created enmity between us and God, and thus we needed reconciliation. Now the three positive results were:


To bring in everlasting righteousness, bringing continual peace, which the Messiah grants as a free gift. He offers Himself as a justification, so we are justified by Him.


St. Athanasius the Apostolic comments on Daniel’s prophecy by saying, “This was the reason for all the prophecies: that the true Righteous One comes, who becomes a ransom for the sins of all.” St. Paul said, “…Who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” (1 Cor.1:30) 


To seal up vision and prophecy: The prophecies of the Old Testament and symbols were fulfilled; these were the prophecies about the coming of the Messiah, His redemption, and His eternal glory. Daniel has enjoyed seeing the visions, but a time will come when there will be no need for visions and prophecies, when the Word of God Himself will dwell among us and talks with us personally.


Pope Athanasius said, “When the Lord Jesus will come, then there is no need for prophecies and visions. When the Lord Christ came, all the prophecies and visions ceased.


This is a strong proof of the coming of the Word; there are no more prophecies and no more visions. When the truth comes, then there is no need for the shadow. Thus, when the Holiest of all comes, it is obvious that the visions, the prophecies and the kingdom of Jerusalem end.


The kings were anointed from among the people until the Holiest of all came. Jacob prophesied about the kingdom of Judah saying, “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people.” (Gen. 49:10) The Savior cried saying, “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.” (Matt 11:13 & Lk 16:16) If there were among the Jews any king or prophet or vision, then they would have denied that the Lord Christ has come.”

“To anoint the Most Holy,” for He has sanctified Himself for us, offering Himself a unique Sacrifice who intercedes on our behalf. As the Lord Jesus said in His final prayer, “And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.” (John 17:19) His only goal is to bring every soul into eternal glory to enjoy the heavenly inheritance. In another translation, it is mentioned that the holy of holies was anointed, that is, the place full of holiness or the most holy place in the temple.


St. Jerome noticed that God told Daniel, “Your people, your holy city,” and He did not say, “My people and my holy city,” because God had divorced His people and rejected His city because of their transgressions. In the same way, God talked with Moses when the people insisted on living in sin. Here, God reveals to Daniel, who loves His Jewish people and his city Jerusalem, that the Lord Christ will come and achieve salvation. He will come to His own but His own will not believe in Him, so they will be rejected and become a city under chastening!

c. The three stages of the seventy weeks

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall even in troublesome times. And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of war desolations are determined. Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is determined, is poured on the desolate.” (V.25-27)


God has determined a specific time for the coming of the Word of God, the Word Incarnate. In great wisdom, He has determined the hour in which the Messiah would be born and the moment on which He will offer His life as a Sacrifice for the sins of the world. In God’s eyes, the coming of the Lord and His redemption are the center of history and the backbone of Divine care and the crown of grace. Nothing is done haphazardly, but everything is done with great accuracy and according to God’s providence. The Holy Bible has ascertained the coming of the Savior in the fullness of time and at the end of ages.


This prophecy came as a shining star among the miseries of the captives who suffered from the darkness of bitter agony. Many understood the prophecy, so that when He came, the Jews were expecting the Messiah. Many saintly men and women diligently studied the prophecies and were waiting for the coming of the Savior. Simeon the elder was waiting for the consolation of Israel. Anna and others were waiting for the salvation in Israel. Also, the Samaritans were waiting for the coming of the Lord, as the Samaritan woman said, “I know that Messiah is coming, who is called Christ; when He comes, He will tell us all things.” (John 4:25) Even the Gentiles were expecting His coming, for the wise men who saw the star were expecting a King, a Savior.


Tertullian the scholar presented in his article “An answer to the Jews” an entire chapter about how this prophecy was fulfilled in the birth of the Lord Christ, His suffering and the desolation of Jerusalem.


St. Athanasius the Apostolic said, “Daniel has determined the exact date of the coming of the Savior by saying ‘Seventy weeks are determined…’ Probably the critics could find excuses for other prophecies, but what can they say about this prophecy? It refers to Christ and declares that the anointed one is not only a man but the Most Holy, and that Jerusalem would stay until His coming, then the prophecy and vision will cease in Israel.”

Bishop Dioscorus commented on this chapter by saying that due to how precise this chapter was in determining the time of the crucifixion of the Lord Christ, the Jews have replaced the words “to anoint the Most Holy” with “consecrating the holiest of all.” This was mentioned in their copy called “Masoretic,” which dates back to the eleventh century, and the prophecy seems to relate to a place and not to a person. Moreover, they added the book of Daniel to the “Ketopem” which contains the historical books, the psalms, and the wisdom books, so that the book of Daniel is not counted as one of the prophetic books.


Father Bishoy Kamel commented on this prophecy by saying, “These calculations gave the Jews a chance to determine approximately the date of the coming of the Lord Jesus. That is why St. Luke the evangelist wrote, ‘…waiting for the consolation of Israel, and …to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.’ (Lk 2:25, 38) St. Luke also wrote, ‘…because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.’ (Lk. 19:11) Thus, the Jews have no excuse in determining the date of the coming of the Lord Jesus.”
3. “Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.” (Chapter 9, verse 27)

One opinion or reflection about this verse is that this week refers to the Holy Week, with its seven days, starting with the triumphal entry of the Lord into the temple on Sunday (tenth of the month of Nissan), as a Lamb; then His stay in Bethany until the fourteenth day (Thursday), when He celebrated the last Passover with His disciples. The Last Supper is when He offered the sacrifice of the New Testament with His Body and Blood changed from bread and wine, as the offering of Melchzedek mentioned in David’s prophecy in the Psalm. Thus, the first five days refer to approximately five thousand years in which the animal sacrifices were offered, which were symbols of Him. Then the last two days of the week refer to two thousand years; hence, what St. Peter had written about the Second coming was fulfilled: “Do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Pet. 3:8-10)


Some see that the sixty-ninth week had ended when the Lord Jesus offered Himself a unique Sacrifice of love. Daniel’s vision brings us to the end of the world, which is the period of the seven last years, when the antichrist will come to rule for three and a half years. This is the great tribulation about which the Lord Jesus has said, “Therefore, when you see the ‘abomination of desolation’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (whoever reads let him understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not come down to take anything out of his house…For then there will be great tribulation such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.” (Matt. 24:15-22) Then he talked about His Second Coming.


Daniel mentioned this in another place, “… And there shall be a time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time…” (Dan.12:1) Also, in the book of Jeremiah it was mentioned, “Alas, for that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.” (Jer 30:7) In the book of Zephaniah, it was written, “Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of His jealousy…” (Zeph 1:18) In the book of Revelation it is written, “…These are the ones who came out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (Rev. 7:14) Description of this great tribulation was also mentioned in the following references: Rev. 6:15; 11:1-14; 12:6-17.


St. Hyppolitus of Rome said, “He stretched His hands, that is, His sufferings. By mentioning a time and two times and a half, he refers to the three and a half years of the antichrist, which is 1290 days, which Daniel had prophesied concerning the end of sufferings after the antichrist comes.”

4. “In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks. I ate no pleasant food, no meat or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.” (Chapter 10, Verses 2 & 3)

Daniel fasted for three whole weeks; he did not eat any pleasant food nor did he anoint himself with perfume. Cyrus was busy with the war against the Scythians, so he left Asia Minor and appointed his son Campyses to attack the restoration of the temple and the holy city Jerusalem. Some of the Jews had gone back to the Promised Land, but they were in shame and reproach, being unable to rebuild the spiritual life in their country. Daniel also may have heard that those returning to Jerusalem were not eager about rebuilding the temple.

He distinguished between the “week” in the previous vision as a symbol of seven years and between the “week” here, literally as seven days.


In the first chapter of this book, we saw Daniel refusing to eat the delicacies of the king and eating only beans. Did he go back to eat meat and drink wine? This was not mentioned. Earlier, he rejected the delicacies of the king, but now he refused any pleasant food, even in his house, to offer an acceptable fasting for his people.


Some criticize the Church fasting, saying that it does not serve any purpose and that there is no need for it except in necessity, as in what happened with Daniel the prophet. To refute that, we say that Daniel was a man of prayer and fasting; he prayed and fasted during the tribulation as well as other times, for he prayed three times daily. Likewise with the Church fasting, we need it along with the private fasting when tribulation arises. But we have to confirm that there should be a clear spiritual purpose for the fasting and for all our worship.


Daniel refused to eat meat, wine and every pleasant food; likewise in all our fasting, we should not only abstain from eating meat, but we should not eat any food with lust, even if it is vegetarian or some dry bread.


Daniel’s fasting was combined with prayer and confession of sins, for fasting prepares one’s self to talk with the Lord and it is not a goal in itself. The Lord Jesus Himself said, “This kind can come forth by nothing except by prayer and fasting.” (Matt. 17:21)


St. Basil the Great said, “Since Daniel controlled his lust, he was able to control the Chaldean kingdom, so he destroyed their idols, tamed their lions, proclaimed the Incarnation and interpreted the hidden mysteries.”


St. Basil the Great also said, “What about Daniel? How did he meditate on the wonders? This did not happen except after fasting 20 days.”
5. “I lifted my eyes and looked and behold, a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was girded with gold of Uphaz! His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet like burnished bronze in color, and the sound of his words like the voice of a multitude.” (Chapter 10, Verses 5 & 6)

Some see that the word “Uphaz” means pure, while others see that it refers to a special region mentioned in the book of Jeremiah: “gold from Uphaz” (Jer.10:9). Some translated it as “Ophir.”


Some see that the linen clothes refer to the priesthood of the Lord Jesus, and that the golden girdle refers to His ministry. In the East, they used to wear girdles on the waist because their garments were long, reaching to their feet, and can trip their movements. Therefore, the girdle lifts up the clothes and helps them move easier.


His body was like beryl. St. Jerome said that this is one of the twelve precious stones which are laid on the chest of the high priest. The precious stones refer to the twelve tribes, and the high priest intercedes for them and carries them, with love, on his chest to enjoy divine presence. Now if we are one tribe, the tribe of Judah (spiritually), and if we are members of His Body, then we have the right to enter the heavenly holies with the Heavenly Head.


His voice was like the voice of a great multitude which Daniel heard and understood, while the others that were with him did not understand and escaped. This also happened with Saul of Tarsus on his way to Damascus; he saw and heard the Lord Jesus, while the others that were with him did not see nor understand anything. (Acts 9:7; 22:7)


Daniel saw the exact description of St. John in the Revelation (Rev. 1:13-15). Some think that Daniel saw an angel, while others think that he saw the Word of God before the Incarnation. Since Daniel was weeping for the sins of his people, we believe that He who carried the sins of the world appeared to him.


St. Hyppolitus of Rome said, “He said, ‘I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen.’ (v.10:5) In the previous vision it is written, ‘Look, Angel Gabriel was sent;’ however, here it is different because he sees the Lord not as a perfect man but in a form of a man. He’s wearing clothes of different colors, symbolically referring to the different gifts which we are given. The priesthood clothes were made of different colors because many Gentiles wait for the coming of the Lord Christ, so we may become one body with different talents.”

His waist was girded with gold of Uphaz (v.10:5). The word “Uphaz” was translated from Hebrew to Greek which means pure gold. He was girded with a pure girdle. The Word carried us and tied us as a girdle around His Body through His pure love; we are as members in His body and are carried by the Word Himself.


His body was like beryl. The word “beryl” implies that the Body is hard to recognize. The prophet Daniel had previously declared that the Body will be revealed to the world but many will have a hard time recognizing it.


His face was like the appearance of lightning, and his eyes like torches of fire. It is appropriate for the power of the Fiery Word to declare the fire of His judgment; He shines with justice on the wicked and destroys them.


His arms and feet were like burnished bronze in color. This declares that the first and the second calling were for the Gentiles; “the last will be first and the first last.” 

The sound of his words was like the voice of a multitude. (Rev. 19:6) We’re repeating the words which were prophesied.
6. “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.” (v. 12:2,3)


The book of Daniel is considered the first book in the Old Testament which clearly mentions the resurrection, when the Day of the Lord comes and the wise who obeyed God shine like eternal stars. This seemed to be above Daniel’s comprehension, for he said, “Although I heard, I did not understand.” (V. 12:8)


Some try to distinguish between two kinds of resurrection, one for the thousand years and the other for eternal life. However, it is clear here that he means one resurrection and one eternal judgment, either eternal glory or eternal punishment.


St. Jerome said, “The teachers who know the Law and apply it, and those who preach other nations to worship God, will shine like stars in eternity.”


Father Cysyrus said, “With all our effort, let us flee from all the obstacles of the world and devote our time for prayer and reading the Bible for the salvation of our souls. Thus, this saying will be fulfilled in us: ‘Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament.’” (V. 12:3)


St. Jerome said, “After the antichrist is destroyed and perishes by one breath from the Savior, the people in the Book of God will be judged according to their deeds; some will go to eternal life and others will go to eternal reproach. He compares the teachers to heaven itself and compares those who teach others like the brightness of the stars. It is not enough that one becomes wise, but he has to teach this wisdom to others. The one who can teach and remains silent and does not edify others is not rewarded.”


St. Jerome said, “The Lord helps the humble, and the humble are transformed into stars, for the righteous shine like stars, as Daniel said.”
7. BIBLICAL CONCEPTS OF THE ANTICHRIST:

You should know that the Antichrist is definitely coming. To the Antichrist belong all those who do not testify that the Son of God had come and was incarnated, and that He is the Perfect God who became Perfect Man. Nevertheless, in a special and restricted meaning, they call the one who will come at the end of the days “the Antichrist.” Therefore, the Gospel of the kingdom should first be preached to all the nations (Matt. 24:14), as stated by God. Then the Antichrist will come to restrain the Jews who resist God because He had told them, “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.” (John 5:43). St. Paul the Apostle also said, “And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” (2 Thess 2:11-12)]

a. The Jews will accept him as their Messiah.

The Jews then did not accept the Master Jesus Christ as the Son of God and God but will accept the deceiver who pretends to be God. He calls himself God because the angel who was interpreting to Daniel said so: “he shall not regard the God of his fathers.” (Dan 11:37)

St. Paul the Apostle says, “Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” (2 Thess 2:3-4) The Apostle says, “In the temple of God” – not our temple but the old Jewish temple because he doesn’t come to us but to the Jews. He doesn’t come for the sake of Christ but against those who are for Christ, therefore he is called the Antichrist.
b. The Antichrist will be a real man.

Therefore the Gospel will be preached in all the nations, “and then the lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish.” (2 Thess 2:8-10) Hence, he is not a devil who becomes man like the example of God’s Incarnation – God forbid! But he is a man born of sin and receives all the works of the devil. God had previously known the horror of his election; therefore, He allows the devil to settle in him.
c. The beginning of the Antichrist era and the expansion of his authority


So we said that he will be born in sin and will be raised secretly, and then suddenly he will revolt and take control. At the beginning of his reign, or better said at the beginning of his oppression, he will pretend to be fair. As soon as his authority gets extended, he will persecute the Church of God and will reveal all his evil. Because the coming of the lawless one is associated with signs and lying wonders (2 Thess 2:9), he will deceive all those with weak and rotten minds and will turn them away from the living God; he will try to deceive even the elect if possible (Matt 24:24).
d. Elijah and Enoch’s war against the Antichrist.

God will send Elijah and Enoch who will return the spirit of the fathers to the sons, or in other words, will return the chiefs of the assembly to our Lord Jesus Christ to the preaching of the Apostles; but the Antichrist will kill them. Then God will come from heaven, as He was seen ascending to heaven by the saintly Apostles as perfect God and perfect man, in glory and power to destroy with the breath of His mouth the lawless one and the son of perdition. Therefore, no one should expect the coming of God from earth but from heaven, as confirmed by Him.

NAME: ________________________________  

            First                              last          

Daniel, the Prophet of the Messiah
Daniel, Chapters 7-10
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	Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Daniel 12:2


1. Choose from the second group what corresponds to the first group and completes the meaning: 
First Group
(a) The Son of man whom Daniel saw is… 

(b) The four beasts stand for… 

(c) The beast which fought the children is… 

(d) The horn which spoke great things against God stand for… 

(e) The saints of the Most High to whom the Kingdom is given are… 

Second Group

[   ] Four kings that will rule over the world. 

[   ] The rulers who falsely accused the innocent Christians. 

[   ] The Christians who believed in Christ the Son of God. 

[   ] The Lord Jesus in His incarnation. 

[   ] The Roman Empire, which persecuted Christians. 

2. Daniel informed us about the Messiah through his ______________________.
3. Which verse in Chapter 9 gives the timing for Jesus Christ’s Coming: ___________
4. Jesus Christ is given the title “Son of Man” because of His
(a) Divinity

(b) Resurrection

(c) Incarnation

(d) Crucifixion

(e) Love for mankind

5. “Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivers him out of them all” (Psalm 34:19). Explain this in the light of what you studied in the Book of Daniel. 

( Studies on the Book of Daniel, by Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty, Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Los Angeles, 1999
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