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Christians Refuse Fanaticism 
Objective: 
· Facing fanaticism with love in a positive way, not a passive one

Memory Verse: 

“For God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) 
References: 

· “Problems of Youth,” Anba Bemin 

· “Denominationalism,” Costa Bendley 

Introduction: 


A child may make a mistake or cheat on an exam, and the teacher (Servant) punishes him; to justify his mistake or failure, the child accuses that teacher (Servant) of religious fanaticism. A man may feel oppressed in his profession or in his studies for a different reason such as partiality or favoritism, and he attributes this to fanaticism. There may be a dispute between two children for one reason or another; this dispute may turn into a conflict between two parties that may take the form of denominationalism. When the Lord said to His disciples, “Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you;” He added, “falsely on my account.” So fanaticism is of a religious nature if what you receive of injustice and persecution is because of your religion, belief or holding fast to your faith. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Denominationalism and its Dangers 

Some people resort to a passive solution when they gather around those who belong to the same religion, belief or attitude. Those people may be more enthusiastic, religious and zealous, but this jealousy is not spiritual in nature so it does not please the heart of God. Besides, those religious people may feel happy when the other party faces troubles or failure. They are mainly concerned with their number, not with their spiritual life. They consider the Church and the bishops as an institution responsible for protecting and defending their secular interests, regardless of the salvation of their soul. These are the characteristics and dangers of denominationalism; it is against the Spirit of Christianity. It also deprives the citizens of being loyal to their country and keeps them away from love and positive situations. 

II. The Christian Cure 

There are four solutions for this problem: 

1. Standing firm in faith: Faith is a gift that God puts in your heart. You have to keep it lit because it is a flame that came to you through the ages. It came to you lit with a bright light, so you have to keep it lit with a brighter light. Be always ready to answer anyone who asks you, read books, study your religion before you study the beliefs of others, and search for the light that exists in the Gospel. It is better for you to study and ask than being asked when you cannot answer. In the later case, your faith will grow weak. St. Paul the apostle says, “Test everything; hold fast what is good.” 

2. True love: Remember that those who do not have your religious belief are your brothers in humanity. If your heart can receive all those fanatic people, or narrow-minded people, they will also show love and feel that God is with you. Be always prepared to treat all people with a smiling face. Let your love be out of your heart and do not pretend it, but if the other party hurts your feelings, cause you pain or does not treat you in the same way, you will be blessed since the Lord will not forget your labor of love. 

3. Demanding one’s rights: Christian love does not mean that you do not seek your rights; meekness is not cowardice. This does not mean that you should get your rights through violence, power and destruction. Ask for your rights calmly and with courage; rest assured that “Right” can defend itself. Finally, be ready and be prepared to leave all your rights joyfully if you have to choose between your rights and your faith. 

4. The Common ground: Fanaticism always results in the separation of people and hatred among men. It causes people to keep away from one another, so they do not deal with one another in the daily common interactions. The library, the playground, the laboratory, the music team, the school broadcast, society and all the social and practical activities form a common ground for practicing true love so that love may prevail among people. If any of the extremists tries to arouse hatred, the other parties will resist him. 

Conclusion: 


Christianity is the religion of peace and love; therefore fanaticism is never a feature of Christianity. Fanatics are not considered true Christians. Also Christians receive fanaticism from other religions calmly and with a peaceful attitude. 

Applications: 

· Discuss the general problems in your life and your studies and propose solutions in light of the principles you studied. 



Supplemental Notes( on
Christians Refuse Fanaticism 
1. Jesus Christ has never known fanaticism, but on the contrary, He fought fanaticism in His disciples. When the Samaritan village refused to accept Jesus, two of His disciples thought of asking for a heavenly fire to come down and burn up the Samaritans. At that point, Jesus rebuked them saying, "You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them" (Lk 9:55, 56). And it actually happened that these two disciples were inwardly changed and went to minister in all areas, without discrimination between Jews and Gentiles.

2. The book of Daniel offers us Daniel’s unique character:  He served his people, not with the spirit of fanaticism, but with the spirit of holiness and humility, with love to all people. He supported them in the land of captivity, where he found grace in the eyes of the kings. He also opened the doors of hope before the captive people and before all the Gentiles.

3. Tawfik Eskaros tells us in his book, "The prominent and famous Copts of the nineteenth century," that a Syrian Orthodox family from Allepo continued to celebrate a holy Eucharistic Liturgy in the name of Muallem Ibrahim. It happened that their head of the family suffered a severe tribulation and lost his properties in Allepo. So he went to Egypt where Muallem Ibrahim took care of him and managed to support his trade. The Lord helped him; he succeeded and collected a vast fortune then went back to his family, recounting what the Copts had done to their good. Since then, they dedicated a yearly Liturgy of the Eucharist in his name, in acknowledgement of his favor.

4. His Holiness Pope Shenouda III has consistently promoted amicable relations between the Christians and Muslims in Egypt. He has publicly denounced sectarianism and fanaticism. And in a media interview, his Holiness commented: “People must be aware of the right concept; the good target must be achieved through good means. Violence is not acceptable. The danger of fanaticism is linked with violence. Fanaticism itself could just be a thought, but because it is linked with violence, it has dangerous results.”

5. Pope Shenouda clarified, that by accepting faith, they [the Jews] should not remain in their fanaticism and agglomerations. They should put aside their old thinking, that they are a block of chosen and distinct people (as they pretend today). Their bitter fanaticism will end, and the materialistic Zionism will vanish, as it is full of poison based on pride. Rather, they should be contrite and weep for refusing the faith and forget their intentions of having an independent state for worldly purposes. This way, the right spiritual Christian mind will refuse the idea of the existence of "Israel" as a state, pretending to be the chosen people. We come back and confirm the word "Israel" points not to a state but to the spiritual Israel. In other words, to the Church, regardless of nationality or language, and this is what the apostolic Church and other churches called for.


NAME: ____________________________
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Christians Refuse Fanaticism 
Verse to memorize: 

	For God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

2 Timothy 1:7


Discuss a general problem in your life that involves fanaticism and propose solutions in light of the principles you’ve studied:

( Excerpts from The Christian Orthodox e-Reference Library, the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney and Affiliated Regions, 2004
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