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Intercessions 
Objective: 

Show the Importance of Intercession in our lives 

Memory Verse: 

“Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.” (Hebrews 13:7) 
References: 

· “Follow Their Example, Ask And You Shall Receive Their Intercession” 

· “The Redemptive Intercession,” Shafaa Kafareiah 

· http://www.geocities.com/samirbillatos/Intercession.html 

Introduction: 

To intercede means to act between parties with a view to reconcile differences (Webster Dictionary). Intercession is actions by those who are more able than we are on our behalf. Some times the Church refers to those saints who intercede on our behalf as the “Cloud of Witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1-2): “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Lesson Outline: 

I. The Redemptive Intercession 
The Redemptive Intercession was the act of Jesus Christ on the cross. Christ is the only reconciliator between God the Father and man in salvation. There is no other savior or redeemer as it is clearly stated by St. Paul, “Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:12). However, there are other intercessors in our Church, including: 

· St. Mary, the Archangels, the Angels, and St. John the Baptist. 

· Disciples, Apostles, Prophets, Martyrs, Saints, and all those who please God (past, present, and future) with their deeds. 

These intercessors, who pleased God with their deeds, are acceptable to Him, present in His kingdom, and hence their voices are heard. 

II. How do we Know there is Intercessions? 

First, we notice in the following verses how the Israelites asked Moses to pray on their behalf “Therefore the people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.’ So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.” (Numbers 21:7-9:) We also read in Daniel, “Suddenly, a hand touched me, which made me tremble on my knees and on the palms of my hands. And he said to me, ‘O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you.’ While he was speaking this word to me, I stood trembling. Then he said to me, ‘Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words.’” (Daniel 10:10-12) 

In the New Testament we read, “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.” (Colossians 4:2-5) Thus, we have to pray for the success of the service of the Church as Paul asked the believers in Colossi to do. Here. we become intercessors. 

In Revelation, we read of the rewards awaiting those who please God with their good deeds, “And He said to me: It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.” (Revelation 21:6) If this is what awaits those who please God, it is hard to believe that God would refuse their requests. And they do pray on our behalf, as evident in the following verses from Revelation: “Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.” (Revelation 8:3)
Also, from the Old Testament we know of the story in which Saul tried to consult the Prophet Samuel, using an evil spirit, a woman with a “familiar” spirit (1 Samuel 28:7-17). Moreover, we listen to the words of Jesus, describing God the Father, “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” (Matthew 22:32)
Also, from the story of Lazarus and the rich man, we learn that Saints are alive and do petition God on behalf of those they care about, for the foolish rich man asks the Lord to send Abraham to comfort him: “But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’” (Luke 16:20-31)
If we believe in the value of praying for one another, then we should believe in the value of intercessions. Not believing in the intercessions of the saints is either denying that these saints are alive or denying that they are capable of praying. Both of these are obviously wrong assumptions as clear from the scriptures above. Therefore, denying the value of intercessions is rejecting the scriptures. 

III. What Can Intercessors Do? 

1. Intercede: St. Mary, Angels, Archangels, John the Baptist Intercede in our behalf to the Lord. 

2. Pray: All the others pray on our behalf before the Lord. 

We, also, can and should pray for each other to the Lord. We are intercessors for those whom God entrusted us with. Pope and Bishops pray for all the believers, priest for his congregation, Sunday School Servant for his students, parents for children, etc. We need to practice this in our daily life. 

IV. Intercessors are Special Friends 

We should develop a friendship with our intercessors. Like friends, we rejoice in learning about their lives and celebrating their special occasions (e.g. their birth, their martyrdom, etc.) 

V. Intercession In the Church 

The Church asks for the intercessions of all the saints at all times. It takes faith for these intercessions to bring fruits. In the Raising of Incense, we start with praises: Psali (Psalms unto the Lord), Theotekia (Magnifying the Theotokos), and Doxologia (Glorifications for the saints). We then conclude with the Commemoration of the Saints, which is a long list of names from all categories. 

In the Liturgy, we sing, in the order given: Zoxapatri (Glory to the Holy Trinity), Tai-shori (to the Virgin Mary), Heeteniat (Intercessions), Agios (Praising and giving Glory to Jesus Our Lord), 7 Prayers (Intercessions), Khenevran (Glory to the Holy Trinity), followed with Axios (Worthy is St. Mary, Saint of the Church, and the Saint(s) of the day and/or Occasion), the Cherubims’ Glory to God, and the Commemoration of Saints towards the end of the Liturgy. 

VI. Value of Intercessions 

Through Intercession and Prayers, we are assured of our Salvation. In a sense, we see the saints as mentors - as examples of people “who did it.” Through intercessions, we receive help with spiritual and physical problems - a clear assurance that God is working in our life. In Romans 8:27-29, we read: “Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

VII. Examples from the Old Testament 

· Abraham: Abraham interceded for his cousin Lot and for Sodom and Gomorrah. Also, Abraham interceded for Isaac, his son, to find a wife suitable for him. 

· Jacob for Rachel: Rachel was barren, and through the intercession of her husband, she bore Joseph and Benjamin. She cried to her husband, and in turn he cried to God. 

· Joseph for Egypt and His Brothers: Joseph certainly interceded for Egypt by his wisdom and prayers; they were saved from famine. He also saved his eleven brothers from famine. 

· Eli the Priest for Hannah: Eli the Priest interceded for Hannah when he heard her painful cries. She was given Samuel, who followed Eli as Priest and became a highly regarded prophet of Israel (1 Samuel 1:17). 

· Nathan and David (2 Samuel 12). 

· Solomon, when God spared him from losing the kingdom (2 Kings 18). 

· King Hezekiah and Isaiah the Prophet. 

· Elijah, when he prayed and the rain stopped for 3 years and 6 months. 

· Elisha: His prayers healed Naman the leader of the army of the king of Syria. 

· Daniel: Through prayers and intercession, he saved the king of Persia from destruction. 

VIII. Examples from the New Testament 

Jesus heard the intercessions of the people. For example, the Centurion asked for the healing of his servant; a whole multitude testified to him about how good this gentile (non-believer) was to them. Then the man showed Jesus a great faith by asking Jesus not to enter under his roof, because he was a sinner, but to say one word and his servant would be healed. 

St. Mary (Theotokos) asked her Son, and He provided heavenly wine at the wedding in Canna of Galilee; it was the first miracle recorded in the gospel. She always intercedes for our race. The stories in Church history are many: The dissolving of Iron bars of the jail in Asia Minor (Hallat Al-Hadeed), the saving of the Church in Atreeb (during the Abassid Rule), the Moving of Mukataam Mountain, East of Cairo (during the Fatimide Rule). These are but a few stories of intercession. The Apparition in Zeitoun (1968) and Shoubra (1986) are also intercessions. We refer to her as full of grace, a turtle dove, the Censor of Aaron, the Dome of Moses, and the intercessor of our race. Through her intercessions and prayers, we can triumph on many of our adversaries. We celebrate for her the 21st of every month of the Coptic Calendar. 

Archangel Michael is the first in the Archangels, as we sing in the praises. His Intercessions are very powerful. We celebrate for him the 12th of every month in the Coptic Calendar. The stories of his intercession in the Bible and in history are many. He fought for Daniel, he fought the devil in order not to reveal the location of the body of Moses, etc. Archangels Gabriel, Rafaiel, Soriel, Sadakiel, Sarasiel and Ananeniel are all powerful as well. 

The prayers of the disciples and their intercessions are most helpful. Think of Sts. John, James, Andrew and Peter for example. They are Christ’s first disciples. He called them and they followed Him. They became fisher of men. Can we be like them? First, we need to ask for their intercession and prayer. Peter heard the intercession for Tabetha, and he raised her from death in the Name of Jesus. 

St. Mark the Apostle came to our ancestral land, Egypt, and taught us the Father and the Son and The Holy Spirit. Can he be our Intercessor? There are 70 Apostles. They all can intercede and pray for us. 

The Martyrs are very special in the eyes of God. They followed the example of Jesus by giving their own life for the Name which is above all names. In our church, we always remember St. George, St. Mena, St. Demiana, St. Philopateer, and St. Abanoub (Just a 12 years old who endured suffering and was finally executed for professing the name of God). How about saints Kouzman and Demian from the Arabian Desert, St. Gregory the Armenian, St. Maximus and Domadious, St. Athanasius the Apostolic, St. Cyril the Great, St. Anthony, and St. Paula (Paul) the Anchorite. 

In our days also, we have intercessors whom some of us knew. They are great intercessors like St. Abraam, Pope Cyril VI, Fr. Michael Ibrahim, Fr. Bishoy Kamel, etc. If you experienced the effects of their prayers and intercessions, you can tell others if you did not. There are many books which tell the wonders, miracles, and assistance these saints can provide. God is glorified through these miracles. It is all the works of God through the Saints. 

The Book Of Synaxarium is a book of history and stories of the martyrs and saints. We read it every day of the week. It reminds us of their good deeds and makes us want to follow their example and be like them. It also gives us a chance to know more about them and to benefit from their prayers and intercessions. 

Conclusion: 

Intercession is a powerful tool available to all believers. By asking the intercession and prayers of the saints, we receive help from the heavenly host. We should use it always. May their Holy Blessing be with us all. Intercessions are means of unifying the earthly with the heavenly Church. 

Applications: 
· A good practice is to choose a patron saint for your life and give him a special honor on his feast, by attending the celebration and bringing a special offering (gift) to the Church in the name of your patron saint. 

· Also practice reading and learning new virtues from the stories of the saints. 




Intercession(
[image: image1.emf]

Our Protestant brethren reject the intercessions of the Virgin Mary, of the angels, and of the saints; they base their rejection on Saint John the Apostle’s writing, “…we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" (1John.2: 1) and the words of the Apostle Paul, "For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus." (1Tim.2: 5)

(1) There is a fundamental difference between the mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ and the intercessions of the saints:

The mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ is an atonement, which means that He mediates for the forgiveness of our sins, being the Atoner who paid our debts on our behalf. His mediation means that He says to the Father, "Do not count their transgressions because I have carried their iniquity." (Is.53: 6) Thus He stands as a Mediator between God and men; or rather, He is the only Mediator between God and men. He fulfilled God’s Divine Justice and granted people the forgiveness of sins by dying for them. 


This is what St. John the Apostle meant when he said, "And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world." (1John.2: 1,2) Here, the atoning mediation is very clear. It is a mediation for the sinner: "If anyone sins," and this sinner  needs atonement. The only One who offered this atonement was Jesus Christ the righteous. Hence, He can mediate for us through His blood which was shed for us.


The same meaning is given in the words of St. Paul the Apostle about the Lord Jesus Christ being the only Mediator between God and men. He says, "For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all." (1Tim.2: 5,6) The Lord Jesus Christ mediates for us as the Redeemer who sacrificed Himself and paid the price for our sins.


This type of mediation is utterly unquestionable. It is attributed to Christ only, whereas the intercessions of the saints has no connection with atonement or redemption. It is intercessions for us to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

(2) The intercessions of the saints are merely prayers for us; they are of the pleading type, which is completely different to Christ's atoning mediation.

This is sanctioned by the Holy Bible which says, “...pray for one another." (Jas.5: 16) The saints themselves asked people to pray for them. St. Paul said to the Thessalonians, “...pray for us." (2Thess.3: 1) and asked the Hebrews the same request, "Pray for us." (Heb.13: 18) He also said to the Ephesians, “...praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints - and for me." (Eph.6: 18,19) The request to pray for one another is countless in the Holy Bible. If the saints ask us to pray for them, shall we not ask them to pray for us? If we ask the prayers of those who are still in their spiritual combats, subject to sufferings like ourselves, shall we not ask the prayers of the saints who completed their striving and departed to Paradise, living with Christ? Or have these saints been demoted after their departure from earth to Paradise, so that we are only allowed to ask their prayers when they are on earth and forbidden to do so when they are in Paradise close to God? If we ask the prayers of human beings, is it too much to ask the prayers of the angels?

(3) God requests people to ask the intercession of the righteous:

God Himself asks for intercession of the righteous, accepts it and paves the way for it to happen. I will give you some examples of such intercessions that God accepted:

(a) The story of our father Abraham and King Abimelech. Abimelech made a mistake and took Sarah, Abraham's wife, into his palace. He did so with a clear conscience because Abraham said that she was his sister. The Lord came to Abimelech in a dream, threatened him with death and said to him, "Now therefore, restore the man's wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live." (Gen.20: 7) God could have forgiven Abimelech as soon as he returned Sarah to her husband. However, He put a condition for His forgiveness: Abimelech would be forgiven and would live provided that Abraham would pray for him. Thus God asked for the intercession of Abraham and made it a condition for forgiving Abimelech.

(b) The story of Job and his three friends. In the same way, the Lord conditioned the intercession and prayer of Job for his three friends so that He would forgive them. Concerning this, the Holy Bible says, “...the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, 'My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has. Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, go to My servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and My servant Job shall pray for you. For I will accept him, lest I deal with you according to your folly.' " (Job.42: 7,8)

In both events, God Himself spoke to the erring person. However, He did not grant him forgiveness directly but conditioned the forgiveness to the prayer of the saint for the sinner, so that the sinner might receive forgiveness and the saint would be venerated in the eyes of people. God not only accepts this mediation but rather asks for it.

(c) The intercession of Abraham for Sodom. God could have punished Sodom without letting Abraham know about the matter. Abraham did not intervene on his own accord, but the Lord revealed the matter to him, involved him in it, gave him an opportunity to plead for the people of Sodom and accepted his intercession. God willed that this event be recorded to exalt Abraham in the eyes of all people and to show us how He venerates His saints. The Holy Bible says, "And the Lord said, 'Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing.'" (Gen.18: 17) Then the Lord presented to Abraham the subject of Sodom and gave him the opportunity to intercede for its people in the hope that there existed in the country fifty, forty, thirty, twenty or ten righteous persons for whose sake the Lord would not destroy the whole country.

The mere fact that the Lord would not destroy the country for the sake of the righteous who lived in it gives us an idea not only of Abraham's dignity but also of the dignity of those that righteous in the sight of the Lord. The Lord said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes... If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it... I will not do it for the sake of forty... I will not do it if I find thirty there... I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty... I will not destroy it for the sake of ten." (Gen.18: 26-32) The phrase “for the sake of” has its divine value which signifies that God saves persons for the sake of others, and it is also a clear proof of the mediation of the righteous for the sake of sinners. The Lord accepts this mediation without the beneficiaries asking for it.

(d) The intercession of Mosses for the people of Israel. God willed to destroy the people because they worshipped the golden calf. Yet, He did not do it directly but revealed the matter to Mosses the Prophet, gave him a chance to intercede for the people and accepted his intercession. 

In the same way that Abraham said to God, "Far be it from You," Mosses said to Him, "Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self. " Then the Bible says, "So the Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people." (Ex.32: 7-14)
(e) The departed have greater favour with God. The above are examples of prayers of living persons for the sake of living persons. As for the departed, they have greater favour with God to the extent that He has mercy on people for their sake, even without them praying. How much more then if they do pray for them?

Examples of this are the merciful and compassionate works God did for the sake of His servant David. When Solomon sinned, God decided to tear his kingdom away from him, but He said about the division of the kingdom, "Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; but I will tear it out of the hand of your son. However I will not tear away the whole kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen." (1Kin. 11: 12,13) The Lord repeated the same words in His speech to Jeroboam: "Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you (but he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel). However I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, because I have made him ruler all the days of his life for the sake of My servant David, whom I chose because he kept My commandments and My statutes." (1Kin.11: 31,32,34)
In one chapter the Lord repeats the phrase “for the sake of My servant David” three times. That is why the Psalmist prayed to Him saying, "For Your servant David's sake, do not turn away the face of Your Anointed." (Ps. 132: 10)

If David has such favour with God, how much more has the Virgin Mary, the angels, John the Baptist who is the greatest born of women, and the martyrs who were tortured and tasted death for the sake of the Lord?


Therefore, since we ask the prayers of our fellows on earth, why do we not ask the prayers of those whom "shine like the brightness of the firmament" (Dan.12: 3)? And why do we not ask the prayers of those who fought the good fight, finished the race and kept the faith (2Tim:4: 7)?


If intercession, which is prayer, is considered mediation, and if every mediation is unacceptable, then every man's prayer for the sake of another is an unacceptable mediation since we have only one Mediator!


In refusing the mediation in prayers on the pretext that the relationship between God and man is a direct one which, in Divine love, does not need the prayers of others, then the Apostle would be wrong (far from it) in saying, "pray for one another" (Jas.5: 16)!


Accordingly, prayers for the sake of others which are mentioned in the Holy Bible are meaningless and not in accord with Divine love!


Because God loves people, He does not need others to pray to Him for the sake of His children to remind Him of His Providence and Paternal love!


Those who think in this way misunderstand the Divine design when God asked Abimelech to let Abraham pray for him (Gen.20: 7), and when He asked Job's friends to let Job pray for them (Job.42: 8).


The prayers of men for each other (whether they have departed or are still striving in the flesh) is a manifestation of the mutual love which exists between humans, a proof of man's belief that those who have departed are still living and that their prayers are accepted by God, and an indication that God venerates His saints.


God permits intercession for the benefit of men and this intercession forms a bridge between the inhabitants of heaven and those on earth. Heaven is no longer an unknown and frightful place to people, when they have come to believe in the work and love of the saints' souls.

The following are important questions frequently asked by those who deny intercession:

(4) Do angels and saints know our condition on earth? Do the souls of the saints know our condition? Do our prayers reach them? We reply in the affirmative. The proofs are:

(a) There is no doubt that knowledge in heaven is greater than that on earth. It is surprising that someone asks, “Do saints in heaven know our news and our prayers on earth?” The Apostle Paul replies saying, "For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known." (1Cor.13: 12)
So, in the next world our knowledge will increase and many secrets will be revealed to us when we take off this body which binds the soul. There, the knowledge of the soul will expand and go beyond the sphere of limited knowledge to a wider sphere. To this knowledge will be added the knowledge revealed by God to the souls, namely, anything that is enclosed within the sphere of Divine Revelation.

(b) The knowledge of the angels is shown clearly in the Lord's words: “...there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance." (Lk.15: 7)
This means that the news of the earth reaches the inhabitants of heaven, whether angels or souls of saints. They know who repents and who needs repentance, and they rejoice over the repentance of one sinner. Unless they know the news of the earth, how could they rejoice?

(c) The angels know our prayers because they carry them to God's throne. There are numerous text-proofs in the Book of Revelation. It is written, "Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. And he was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of all the saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand." (Rev.8: 3,4) Here, we see the prayers of the saints ascending before God from the angel's hand and censer. So how can the angels not know our prayers?

Likewise, the twenty-four priests know our prayers and ascend them before God. In the Book of Revelation, it is written, “...the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints." (Rev.5: 8) This is proof that they know the prayers which they ascend to God.

Similarly are the angels of little children of whom the Lord Jesus Christ said, "Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.” (Matt.18: 10)
(d) The story of Abraham, the rich man and Lazarus (Lk.16). Our father Abraham said to the rich man, "Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things." (Lk.16: 25) How did our father Abraham know the evil things which Lazarus endured? How did he know the good things the rich man received? How did he know that the rich man's family "have Mosses and the Prophets," when he had departed from earth hundreds of years before Mosses and the rest of the prophets? How did he know all that? How could Abraham, of whom the Lord said, "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad," (John.8: 56) not know?

(e) A testimony from the souls of the martyrs: St. John says in the Book of Revelation, "When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony for which they held. And they cried with a loud voice, saying, 'How long, O Lord, Holy and True, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?' And a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed." (Rev. 6: 9-11) Therefore the martyrs know, after their death, that the Lord has not yet avenged their blood. They cried with a loud voice to God, saying, "How long will You let the evil prevail on earth? Until when are You going to let the strong in body destroy Your children? Until when will they keep on shedding this blood?" How do they know all these things? They do know, and when the number of their fellow servants are completed, they will know. 

(f) The amazing story about the Prophet Elijah (2 Chr. 2l): It is written in the Book of Chronicles that King Jehoram killed all his brothers, walked in the ways of King Ahab, built high places on the hills of Judah, caused the people of Jerusalem to prostitute themselves and led Judah astray. Then he received a letter from the Prophet Elijah who had departed from earth and ascended to heaven many years before. The letter he received from the Prophet Elijah read, "Thus says the Lord God of your father David, ‘Because you have not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat your father, or in the ways of Asa king of Judah, but have walked in the way of the kings of Israel … the Lord will strike your people.’" (2 Chr. 21: 12-14) How did that happen? How did Elijah, after his departure from earth, know what was happening? How did he send his letter to Jehoram?

(5) The greatness, knowledge and ministry of the saints:
(a) During his lifetime, Samuel the Prophet was consulted about a lost donkey. It was said about him, “...there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honourable man; all that he says surely comes to pass. So let us go there; perhaps he can show us the way that we should go." (1 Sam. 9: 6) If the man of God, while he was on earth, knew the unseen, how much more would his soul know in heaven?!

(b) When Elisha was on earth, he perceived what Gehazi did in secret when he accepted the gifts from Naaman the Syrian (2 Kin. 5:25-27).

(c) One of the officers of the King of Aram said about Elisha to his master the king, “... but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom." (2 Kin. 6: 12)
(d) Elisha perceived, at the time of the famine, that the King of Israel had sent a messenger to kill him. (2 Kin. 6: 32) If Elisha, while still in the flesh, had the gift of knowing secret things, how much more would he know in heaven after putting off his body?

(e) Likewise, St. Peter the Apostle knew what Ananius and Sapphira did in secret. He disclosed it to them and punished them (Acts 5: 3,9).

(f) Also, St. Paul knew that after he would leave, savage wolves would come in among the Ephesians and would not spare the flock (Acts 20: 29). If the Apostles knew that much while they were still in the flesh, how much more would the Lord reveal to them in heaven!


These saints have knowledge and have a message for people. Their life, which started on earth did not end with their departure to heaven. We ask them to intervene more than we ask those who are still striving on earth, like ourselves, and have not yet departed.

(6) Other examples of the greatness of the saints:
(a) The bones of the Prophet Elisha were capable of performing a great deed. They were a blessing and brought a dead person back to life by mere contact, without prayer; they were only bones with no life in them (2 Kin. 13: 21). How much more effect would Elisha's soul have in heaven? Undoubtedly his soul is more powerful than his bones, having more knowledge and having more favour with the Lord! How much more effect would the souls of saints, similar to Elisha, have in heaven?

(b) If the handkerchiefs and aprons which touched Paul's body had the blessing of healing many sick and of driving out many demons (Acts 19:12), how much more blessing would his soul and the souls of saints, similar to him, have in heaven?

(7) The saints who departed are still living.

The Lord explained this fact when He said, “...have you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying, 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living." (Matt. 22: 31,32) Therefore, those saints are still living. Why should we consider them dead and not ask for their prayers?


We should not forget, as well, the appearance of Mosses and Elijah with the Lord Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration. Moses died fourteen centuries before the birth of Christ and is still living, just like Elijah who was taken up to heaven. Their souls did not die; they are in Paradise and they see more than we do.

(8) Examples on the intercession of the angels:
There are two examples in the Book of the Prophet Zechariah:

(a) The intercession of the angel for the sake of Jerusalem: The angel prayed and said, "O Lord of hosts, how long will You not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which You were angry these seventy years?" (Zech. 1: 12) If the angel interceded for Jerusalem, even without the latter asking him to, how much more will he intercede if you ask him for his prayers?

(b) The intercession of the angel of the Lord for the sake of Joshua the high priest: The angel stood against Satan, who was going to bring an accusation against Joshua, and said to him, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebukes you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?" (Zech.3 :1,2)

(c) Another example is in the Book of Genesis: An angel of the Lord guarded and saved Jacob. Jacob talked about him, when he was blessing Ephraim and Manasseh, and said, "The Angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads." (Gen. 48: 16)
(d) We should not forget what the Holy Bible said about the angels: "Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?" (He. 1: 14) This means that they have a work to perform for the people on earth.

(9) The saints' favour with the Lord:
(a) We ask the intercession of the saints because of the great favour they have with the Lord, who loves them and puts them in charge of merciful deeds for the sake of men. Also because of the greater knowledge and extensive capabilities their souls enjoy after leaving their bodies.

(b) Whilst talking about the saints' favour with the Lord, we mention that God sometimes associated His name with their names. He said, "I am the God of your father - the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." (Ex. 3: 6)

(c) That is why the saints used to remind the Lord of His saints, so that His compassionate and merciful heart would be moved immediately on hearing their names and remembering His promises to them. In interceding for the people of Israel to be saved from perishing, Moses the Prophet said to the Lord, "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven.' " (Ex. 32: 13)

(d) We recall that when King Hazael of Syria oppressed the Israelites, the Holy Bible says, "But the Lord was gracious to them, had compassion on them, and regarded them, because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not yet destroy them or cast them from His presence." (2  Kin. 13:23)
(e) On the subject of the saints' favour with the Lord, we present the example of God's reproach to Aaron and Miriam when they criticised Moses. The Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and said to Aaron and Miriam in front of Moses, "If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a vision, and I speak to him in a dream. Not so with My servant Moses; he is faithful in all My house. I speak with him face to face, even plainly, and not in dark sayings; and he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?" (Num.12: 68)

(f) Another example of the saints' favour with the Lord is the Lord's words to His Apostles: "He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me," (Lk.10: 16) and "If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour." (John.12: 26)
(10) Objections and replies:
(a) It is said that in asking the intercession of the saints, we pray to them. We reply that we do not pray to the saints; we only ask their prayers and their support for us. Our talk to the Virgin Mary is not a prayer to her, but it is a filial talk from children to their mother; a sort of confiding the secrets of our hearts to her and not praying to her. We kindly request her intercession for us as she is the Queen who sits at the right hand of the King.

(b) It is said that intercession is a sort of mediation. We see nothing wrong with that, as God Himself accepted mediation and He demanded it. He asked Abimelech to let Abraham pray for him so that he would live (Gen. 20: 7), and He asked Job's friends to let Job pray for them lest He treat them according to their follies (Job. 42: 8). He allowed Abraham to plead for Sodom (Gen. 18) and allowed Moses to plead for the sake of the people of Israel. He listened to them and accepted their pleadings.

(11) The spirituality of asking the prayers of the saints:
1. Asking the intercession of the saints implies belief in the life to come; belief that the departed are still living and have their work to perform; belief in the constant relationship between heaven and earth, and belief in venerating the saints who are venerated by God Himself. 

2. Intercession is a fellowship of love between the members of the One Body. The Church is the body, Christ is the Head and all of us, whether on earth or in heaven, are members of the One Body. Love, prayers and fellowship are peretually exchanged between the members of the One and same Body. We plead for the departed in our prayers and they intercede for us through their prayers; it is an inseparable relationship. It is regrettable that people who object to intercession seem adamant to destroy this fellowship. They resist our prayers for the sake of the departed and their prayers or intercessions for us? Does the love relationship between God the Father and every believer contradicts the existence of a relationship of love between God's children? Did the Lord Jesus Christ not ask the Father,  “...that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us ... that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one" (John.17: 21, 23)?

3. Intercession is beneficial. Whoever denies it loses its benefits and gains nothing in lieu. Those who believe in intercession benefit from the love relationship between them and the saints. They benefit from the mere connection with the souls of those who have departed. They add to their own prayers the more profound and powerful prayers of those abiding in the next world, without any loss on their part.

However, those who deny intercessions of the saints lose this relationship and these prayers without gaining anything in stead. They lose a simple and an uncomplicated belief manifested by those who celebrate the feasts of the saints, visit their churches and ask their prayers. How would they cope with meeting these saints in the next life after, while they have refused to venerate them or ask their prayers and intercessions?

4. Intercession entails meekness of heart. The person who asks for intercession is a humble person. He is not conceited about his personal relationship with God but takes the position of the sinner and the weak who requests the intercession of others for his sake. Vice versa is he who denies intercession. He might pompously ask, "What is the difference between me and those saints? The relationship between me and God is too strong to need intercession!" He raises himself to the rank of the saints, martyrs and angels.

Those people will be reproached by the Apostle's words, "Pray for us" (Heb. 13: 18) and  “...praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints." (Eph. 6: 18)
5. Intercession is proof of God's justice regarding the principle of equal opportunities. If God permits Satan to fight His children, tempt them in false visions and dreams and torments them, so, according to His justice and the principle of equal opportunities, He permits the angels and the souls of the righteous to help His children on earth. Thus, God's justice is manifest in the intervention of the souls of those abiding in the next world in the life of men.


If God permitted Satan to harm Job, He also permits angels to bandage the injuries of men and to minister to His children without them asking. How much more if they pray for it! "Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?" (Heb.1: 14) So long as the angels are sent forth for this purpose, why should we not ask their intervention to help us while they are near us?

(12) Intercession is a living reality:

The intercession of the saints for us is not merely a theological research text-proved from the Holy Bible, but it is a living reality we experience. It is a living history through the generations, narrating the amazing relationship between those who departed and those who are still living on earth. It is a living contact with the saints who truly pity our state more than we do to the extent that sometimes our problems are solved for us due to their intercessions for us without our request or prayers. They understand more than we do and they apply the verse: "Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep" (Rom.12: 15) more than we do. 

Intercession is proof of the bond between the members of the Church on earth and the members of the Church in heaven. It is one Church: one part of it is on earth, which we call Church Militant and the other part is in heaven which we call Church Triumphant. Both of them pray for each other.


Those who reject the intercession of the saints are in fact disregarding the marvellous miracles that occurred and are testified to by people, through the prayers of the saints on the occasion of their feasts or in their churches and monasteries. It appears that such dogmatic arguments in theology may of resulted in denial of factual history and day to day facts of life.


It suffices to mention the miracles which occurred by the appearance of the Virgin Mary in her Church at Zeitoon. Whether to Christians or Moslems, and which were documented by the people's oral and written testimonials. Also the miracles which occur in the name of St. George, Archangel Michael and other saints. All these should be sufficient to convince our Protestant brethren in coming to terms with the reality of the intercessions of the saints.


Read the life-stories of the saints and you will come to know about the intervention of the angels and saints in people's lives. You will see how they appear, foretell, give promises and guidance and bring good news of the birth of a saint from a barren mother or of God's choice of a saint for His ministry. As far as these people are concerned, the subject of their relationship with the saints is not a one day and night acquaintance but it is ages-long relationship. It is a relationship we can never destroy. It is a relationship between people, the angels and the saints. This is why many of these people find it difficult to understand the Protestant stance of rejecting the inseparable bond between the Church on earth and its members in heaven.


Intercession of Saints 

I.
Intercession of Our Lord versus Intercession of Saints

A.
Our Lord's intercession is for atonement; saints supplicate the Lord on our behalf. 

B.
Our Church does not worship saints.
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C.
Why shouldn't we ask God directly?  Why do we need saints to pray for us?

1.
We're all members in Christ's Body; we rejoice and mourn together.

a)
The victorious Church and the persevering Church

b)
The Lord always taught us to pray in the plural form.

2.
Example: "Our Father Who art in heaven . . .Give us this day, our daily bread"

a)
"I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven." Mat 18:19

b)
"Pray one for another, that ye may be healed." James 5:16

3.
Saints are with God, and their intercession is much stronger because they are closer to Him.

4.
Out of humility, a person praying feels unworthy to ask God without a mediator.

5.
Why do we ask others to pray for us?

II.
Didn't the Saints Die?  Can They Know What’s Happening on Earth?

A.
"For He is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto Him." Luke 20:38

B.
The story of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16:19-31)

1.
Lazarus and the rich man are alive, and the rich man is interceding on behalf of his brothers.

2.
Father Abraham knows their history on earth.

3.
Father Abraham knows that they have Moses and the prophets, eventhough he lived before they came.

C.
The Transfiguration of our Lord (Luke 9:29-32)

1.
Where did Moses and Elijah come from?

2.
Saints are concerned about earthly matters; they "spoke of His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem." Verse 31

D.
The Fifth Seal: Cry of the Martyrs (Revelation 6:9-11)

E.
"How long, O Lord, Holy and True, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" Revelations 6:10

III.
Why Should We Praise Saints?

A.
God is glorified in His Saints

1.
"He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe. . ." 2 Thes. 1:10

2.
"And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them." John 17:10

3.
"And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may be one, even as We are One" John 17:22

4.
"And they glorified God in me." Galatians 1:24

B.
God honors His Saints

1.
He calls Himself by their names; He says, "I am the Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob."

2.
The books of the Holy Bible are named after their writers, eventhough they were inspired by the Holy Spirit.

3.
The temple at Jerusalem was named after Solomon.

4.
The walls of the heavenly Jerusalem has 12 foundations with the names of the 12 apostles of the Lamb (Revelations 21:14).

C.
Compare the honor of Saints with secular heroes

1.
The world has special holidays for heroes: Martin Luther King, Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, & memorial day.

2.
The pictures of famous presidents are on the money.

3.
People hang posters of famous singers on their walls.

4.
Streets and Libraries are named after secular heroes.

5.
Special festivities and speeches by the president are done for secular heroes.


Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
Intercessions
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Memorize this verse:
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1. ___________________ is an act of reconciling ___________________ between parties or entreating _____________ of another. [differences, Intercession, favor]
2. Name the type of intercession that our Lord Jesus Christ accomplished on the Cross, when He reconciled man with God the Father: 
____________________________

3. The following Saints can intercede for us, instead of pray for us:
a. Holy Virgin Mary

b. Archangels & Angels

c. St. John the Baptist

d. St. Mina

e. a, b, & c above

4. Mention an account in the Holy Bible which proves that departed Saints know our current affairs on earth:
5. Who is your patron Saint? ______________________________
6. When does the Church celebrate your patron Saint’s feast? _________________________
7. What virtue do you like about your patron Saint? _________________________________
Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.


Hebrews 13:7








( Comparative Theology, by H.H. Pope Shenouda III, Coptic Orthodox Publishers Association, 1988, Part I.
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