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St. Monica 
Objective: 
· Understand the importance of persistence in prayer 

· The love of a mother 

Memory verse: 

“Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks.” (1 Thessalonians 5:7-8) 
References: 

· “The Book of Saints,” St. George & St Joseph Church Montreal 

· Butler’s Lives of the Saints 

Introduction: 

No one talks about the life of St. Augustine, the bishop of Hippo, without mentioning the great role of his mother St. Monica in converting him to Christianity. St Monica gave the Church a double gift; she not only gave birth to St. Augustine the great teacher, but she was also God’s principal instrument in bringing about his spiritual birth. 

Lesson Outline: 

In the year 332 AD, St. Monica was born in North Africa at Tagaste, near Carthage. She was born to Christian parents. From the day of her baptism, she lived a life of standards and quality. 

As soon as she reached the age of marriage, her parents gave her as a wife to a citizen of Tagaste, named Patricius. Patricius was a pagan with generous qualities. In the long run, Monica’s prayers resulted in winning over to Christianity not only her husband but also her mother-in-law who lived with them. Patricius died a holy death in 371 AD, a year after his baptism. 

Monica and Patricius had three children, two sons and a daughter. It was in the elder son, Augustine that the parents’ ambitions centered, for he was brilliantly clever, and they were resolved to give him the best possible education. However, Augustine’s love for pleasure and his fits of idleness caused his mother great anxiety. 

At the time of his father’s death, St. Augustine was seventeen and a student at Carthage, devoting himself especially to rhetoric. Two years later, Monica was cut to the heart by the news that Augustine was leading a wicked life and has also embraced the Manichean heresy. For a time, after his return to Tagaste, she went so far as to refuse to let him live in her house or eat at her table that she might not have to listen to his blasphemies. 

Monica never ceased her efforts and prayers on his behalf. She stormed heaven by her prayers and tears, she fasted, she watched, and she importuned the clergy to argue with him. “The heart of the young man is at present too stubborn, but God’s time will come,” was the reply of one of the bishops. As she persisted, he said in words which have become famous, “Go now, I beg of you; it is not possible that the son of so many tears should perish.” 

Augustine was twenty-nine years old when he decided to go to Rome to teach rhetoric. Monica, though opposed to the plan because she feared it would delay his conversion, was determined to accompany him if he persisted on going. Augustine, on the other hand, had made up his mind to go without her. He pretended he was going to say farewell to a friend, and while Monica was spending the night in prayer in the Church, he sailed alone. “I deceived her with a lie while she was weeping and praying for me,” he wrote afterwards in his book “Confessions.” Monica was deeply grieved when she discovered how she had been tricked; she was still resolved to follow him, but she reached Rome only to find that Augustine had left Rome to go to Milan. There, he came under the influence of the great bishop St. Ambrose. When Monica at last tracked her son down, it was to learn from his own lips that he was no longer a Manichean. At last in August 386 AD, there came the long-desired moment when Augustine announced his complete acceptance of the Christian faith. He declared that he would live a celibate life. On Easter 387 AD, St. Ambrose baptized Augustine, who soon after returned to Africa. 

As Monica’s life was drawing to an end, she had a conversation with Augustine shortly before her last illness; she said, “Son, nothing in this world now affords me delight. I do not know what there is now left for me to do or why I am still here, all my hopes in this world being fulfilled. All I wished to live for was that I might see you a Christian and a child of heaven. God has granted me more than this in making you despise earthly felicity and consecrate yourself to His service.” 

Shortly after, Monica passed away to her eternal reward; she was fifty-five years of age. Augustine was with her at the time of her death; he restrained his own tears at the funeral, but afterwards, when he was alone and began to think of all her love and care for her children, he broke down for a short time. He writes, “If any one thinks it’s wrong that I wept for my mother some small part of an hour -a mother who for many years had wept for me that I might live to You, O Lord - let him not ridicule me. But if his love is great, let him weep also for my sins before You.” In his book “Confessions,” Augustine asks the prayers of his readers for Monica and Patricius, but it is her prayers which have been invoked by successive generations of the faithful, who venerate her as a special patroness of married women and as a pattern for all Christian mothers. 

Conclusion: 

Let us raise our prayers to the Lord in faith, believing that no matter how long it takes for Him to respond, it is always at the right time. Let us have trust in Christ. 

Applications: 

· Can you name mothers in the Bible who dedicated their sons to God? 

· Can you name mothers who were martyred with their children for the love of Christ? 


SAINT AUGUSTINE(
"And Thou, O Lord, how long? How long? Is it to be tomorrow and tomorrow? Why not now? Why not this very hour put an end to shame?"

These words of repentance marked the beginning of Augustine's new life. 

A few years later, after he came in contact with God, he said, "Our hearts, O Lord, were made for You, and they are restless until they rest in You."


Augustine was one of the greatest Fathers of the Church. He was an original thinker who became recognized as a remarkable leader of the Christian faith. 

One of the guiding forces in Augustine's life was his Christian mother, Monica. His father Patricius was an easy-going pagan, but was converted to Christianity by Monica late in life. They lived in Tagaste, in Numidia of North Africa, where Augustine was horn on November 13, 354 AD. His father wanted him to become a man of learning and cared very little about his character. Augustine did so well with his studies that he was sent to an advanced school in Carthage at the age of seventeen. The temptations of that city proved too much for him, and he began leading a sinful life.

A year later, Augustine discovered Cicero's Hortensius, which gave him a keen interest in philosophy and a desire to search for the truth. He also studied the Scriptures but from a subjective point of view. At that time, he was not baptized and knew very little about the Christian faith, except for a few prayers his mother had taught him as a child. He turned to Manichaeism, a combination of pagan religions and philosophy which he could accept without changing his sinful way of life. 

When Augustine finished his schooling, he came home to teach in Tagaste. He opened a school to teach Latin at the age of nineteen. He was an extremely emotional person who loved people and had many close friends. One of them died during that year at home. "By this sorrow," he wrote, "my heart was enveloped in darkness, and everything that I gazed upon was death." Overcome with grief, Augustine left home and continued his teaching career in Carthage. Losing interest in Manichaeism, he became a serious student of the classics. He won a poetry contest, and wrote a book entitled On the Beautiful and the Fitting. 

Once more, he felt the need to escape. He went to Rome in 383 AD despite his mother's pleading with him to stay by her side; she was afraid that he would be lost completely in the seductiveness of the big city. A year later, Augustine was appointed by the government as a teacher in Milan, which was then the western capital of the empire. There he was joined by his mother Monica, and an old friend named Alipius. Monica's main purpose in coming to Italy was to convert her son. Her one great ambition in life was to make him a Christian. She did not cease to pray day and night for the salvation of Augustine. Once, she complained to a pious priest about her concerns. He answered her that the son of those tears will never perish. 

In Milan, Augustine came under the influence of Ambrose, one of the famous bishops of the western Church. Once again, he began reading the New Testament, particularly the teachings of Paul. He reached the point where he was willing to accept the Christian faith, but worldly temptations were still too much for him, and he continued his sinful way of living. He realized that his problem was a moral one. The Divine truth for which he was seeking would never he his unless he first overcame his weakness. The desperate struggle within him continued for many months. "Soon, in a little while, I shall make up my mind, but not right now," he kept telling himself. 

One day, greatly upset, Augustine rushed into the garden, his friend Alipius following after him. "We sat down as tar from the house as possible... I was groaning in spirit... reproaching myself." Tears filled his eyes. He left Alipius and threw himself down on the grass under a fig tree. "And Thou, O Lord, how long? How long?" he cried. "Is it to be tomorrow and tomorrow? Why not now? Why not this very hour put an end to shame?" 

"I was saying these things and weeping in the bitterest sorrow of heart; and all at once I heard a voice, like the voice of a boy or a girl, I know not which, coming from the next house, repeating over and over again in a musical tone, 'Take and read; take and read.'" 

Augustine checked his tears. He could not think of a child's game in which those words were used. He quickly returned to his friend and found the book of the Epistles he had left there. "I took it, opened it and read in silence the first chapter that met my eyes ... " "Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in licentiousness and lewdness, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provisions for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts." (Romans 13: 13-14)


The part of the Romans Epistle he read warned against drunkenness and sinful living. It said that one should accept the Lord Jesus Christ and have no concern of worldly things. "I would not read on, nor was there any need that I should ... All the darkness of doubt was dissipated."


This high point in the conversion of Augustine took place late in the summer of 386 AD, when he was thirty-two years old. He and Alipius were baptized by St. Ambrose on Easter the following year. Monica was present at the baptism. She knew that her prayers were answered by the grace of God, so she lifted her eyes to heaven and said, "Now let your servant go in peace, for my eyes have seen Your salvation." Shortly after the baptism, they made ready to return to their home in Africa, but Monica died suddenly in the arms of her son. Augustine delayed his departure until 388 AD. 

Once again in his native Tagaste, he and his followers shared a life of prayer, study and poverty on his estate. 

Augustine was ordained priest at Hippo, and soon became the bishop, a post which he held until his death in 430 AD. With all his tremendous energy, he poured his mind and heart into his Church and into his books. To his people he said, "I do not wish to be saved without you. What shall I desire? What shall I say? Why am I a bishop? Only to live in Jesus Christ but to live in Him with you. This is my passion, my honor, my glory, my joy and my riches." 

He took a leading part in defending the true faith against such teachings as Arianism. Among Augustine's greatest work was On the Trinity, a fifteen-volume work which took him nearly thirty years to write. His remarkable Confessions, an autobiography, was written about the year 400 AD. It still stands today as one of the great classics of religious experience.

May the prayers and supplications of the great Saint Augustine be with us. Amen.


Supplemental Notes( on
St. Monica 
1. For over twenty years this great Saint cried for the return and repentance of her son Augustine. St. Ambrose of Milan assured Monica that the son of tears would not perish. St. Augustine says plainly in his Confessions, “And thou didst send thy hand from on high, and thou drawest my soul out of that profound darkness, when my Mother, thy faithful servant, did weep for me in thy presence more bitterly than mothers are used to bewail the corporal death of their children. Thou didst hearken to her and didst not despise her tears which, flowing down, did water the earth in all the places where she prayed.” Successive generations of Christians have invoked St. Monica and venerated her as patroness of married women and a patron for Christian mothers. She gained her sanctity and fame because of St. Augustine, whom she gave to the world and with whom she always appears in his pictures and icons. Not only did she give physical birth to the greatest Church theologian, but she has always been credited for being God’s principle instrument in bringing about his spiritual birth through grace. In all our afflictions and problems, we cry to the Lord with David saying, “When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought joy to my soul.”
2. There were lost and failing children. The Bible says that Esau brought "grief to Isaac and Rebekah." (Gen. 26:35) Also, Augustine’s going astray was the reason behind the fountain of bitter tears shed by his mother, St. Monica. Therefore, my beloved, be successful so that you may make your parents glad and honor them by your achievements.
3. In the first century an ordinary meal was combined with the Breaking of Bread. This meal was called “Agape,” i.e. Love Feast. Schaff says, “It was a family feast, where rich and poor, master and slave met on the same footing, partaking of a simple meal, hearing reports from distant congregations, contributing to the necessities of suffering brethren, and encouraging each other in their daily duties and trials. Augustine describes his mother Monica as going to these feasts with a basket full of provisions and distributing them.”

4. St. Paul confirmed the role of parents in the salvation of their children: "Nevertheless she (the mother) will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love and holiness, with, self-control." (1 Tim 2:15) So, the outworking of the mother's salvation is conditioned by the way she brings up her children. That is why St. Monica cried bitterly when her son Augustine went off track, feeling her great responsibility towards God for her son. Her concern deserved St. Ambrose's encouragement: "Trust my daughter... the son of all of those tears shall never perish!"

5. St. Paul warns, “Our salvation is nearer than we first believed. The night is far spent. The day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of light.” (Romans 13:11) These powerful words transformed the heart of St. Augustine and converted this great Christian Philosopher, to the delight of his mother St. Monica, who wept for him for 20 years. Subsequently, Augustine was baptized by St. Ambrose of Milan and went on to be Bishop of Hippo and a great shepherd and scholar of the Church.

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                     last                                             .
St. Monica 
[image: image1.jpg]


Memory Verse: 
	Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks. 

1 Thessalonians 5:7-8


1. Where was St. Monica born?
a. Egypt

b. Rome

c. Carthage

d. Palestine

2. St. Monica is the mother of Saint

a. Anthony

b. Augustine

c. John the Beloved

d. Mary

3. St. Monica and her _____________, Patricius, sent their son to get the best _____________, however, their son’s love for plea___________ and idleness caused his m_____________ great anxiety.

4. Why did St. Monica always pray with tears?
5. After some time, ___________________ was influenced by St. Ambrose, Bi_________ of Milan, who explained and convinced him to become a _________________ and finally bap___________ him on Easter.
6. By her prayers, her son became

a. An ascetic monk

b. A devout servant of the Lord

c. Bishop of Hippo

d. A great Church Father

e. All the above

7. Name a mother in the Bible who dedicated her son to God? 

( Coptic Orthodox Book of Saints (Part 1), Saint George & Saint Joseph Coptic Orthodox Church, Montreal, Canada, pages 118-122


( References Used: The Christian Orthodox e-Reference Library, the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney and Affiliated Regions, COePA, 2004
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