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Witnessing to the Lord in today’s World 
Objective: 

· To help our youth become more proud of following Jesus Christ 

· To identify some ways by which they can witness to Jesus Christ in today’s world. 

Memory Verse: 

“Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.” (Luke 10:3) 
References: 

· Luke 10:1-20 

· “The Book of Jeremiah the prophet,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

Introduction: 

Can you imagine if one day while you’re praying to God, He sends an angel and asks you to go to school the next day and tell everyone at school that they are on the wrong track, that God is warning them to repent, and that if they do not return to God, He will destroy them? Really, how would you respond? Would you feel worthy of this task? Would you feel capable of this task? Well, I know that this might be difficult to believe, considering your age, but you should know that it has actually happened. God asked Jeremiah the prophet, as a teenager, to witness to the Israelites when they were sinful and went after other gods (Jeremiah Chapter 1). Jeremiah the prophet felt incapable, but God told him that He will put the words in his mouth as he serves. So could the same thing happen to us? Are we expected to witness in the world? These questions will hopefully be answered through this lesson. 

Lesson Outline: 

First, it is important for us to establish the normal conditions under which service is expected to occur. Christ Himself said to the seventy apostles that He appointed, “Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves” (Luke 10:3). It is apparent through this verse that God is aware of the world’s corruption and that His servants will face lots of problems. Now, why do we use the word servants here even though we are talking to teenagers who are being served? Because God said that we are the light of the world. He did not differentiate between age levels. We, as true Christians, are by default the light of the world. We actually carry the light of Jesus Christ to the world. It is the duty of every Christian to confess the name of Jesus Christ to everyone. We even repeat in every Liturgy, “Amen, Amen, Amen, Your death, O Lord we proclaim.” Have we ever stopped and thought about what that really means? Do we really proclaim and confess Christ’s death and resurrection? 

Now that we know that tribulation and hardship come from service and witnessing, it is important for us to know the tools by which we can witness. 

1. In Luke 10:2, Christ asks the seventy to pray to the Lord for the sake of service; therefore, prayers are essential for the success of witnessing or carrying the good news to others. Have you ever known a good non-Christian friend, and you were too disappointed that they were not Christians? Well, pray to God and ask Him to lead you in your witnessing. Ask God to help you find the way by which you can introduce your friend to Jesus Christ. 

2. The second essential tool for witnessing is humbleness. It is important for us to introduce Christ to others with meekness. We need to start out teaching others about Christ’s love rather than condemn them. It is a shame that some of the people whom we meet at the malls and roads claim to be witnesses by stopping people while shouting and telling them that if they do not believe in Christ, they would go to hell. St. Paul said, “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one” (Colossians 4:6). 

3. The third important tool in service is the Gospel. St. Paul said, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another…” (Colossians 3:16). Also St. Peter said, “Always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:13). This is an excellent verse because it explains the importance of knowledge and meekness. 

There are very few true believers in Jesus Christ in this world, and this fact naturally makes us feel odd enough. However, we always have to remember that we are not just governed by natural instincts but by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion: 

We need to understand that the least we could do as an appreciation to God’s blessings in our lives is to introduce others to Him. We, as Christians, are expected to attract others to Christ. Even if we do not have the personality to talk about it, our actions and behaviors should attract others. Do we display the true Christian behavior? When people see our actions, do they form a good or a bad impression about Christianity? Being a true Christian is a serious responsibility; we have to watch our actions and make serving God our focus in life. 

Applications: 
· Some of the ways we can build our knowledge include attending as many Sunday School sessions, youth meetings and Bible studies as we can. 

· Also, a close relationship with your father of confession can help guide you into becoming a more active servant for God. 

· If you have extra few months and resources, you might consider serving with the missionary group in Africa. That would build self-confidence in terms of witnessing to others about Christ. 


Supplemental Notes( on
Witnessing to the Lord in today’s World 
1.  [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] Let us recall the picture from the beginning. The Lord Jesus Christ commanded the apostles to await Gods promise and refrain from any service until they were clothed with power from above (Luke 24:49). This power was of a certain nature and had a definite purpose. “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). Hence, we are faced with two things, DIVINE POWER and WITNESS TO CHRIST. It is the power that God grants us and our witness to Christ, the work of the Spirit and our response to act. This we can call the communion of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:14). The apostles’ work was centered upon witnessing to Christ. The Church was strong and faith extended and overflowed into the world. The Spirit worked in them powerfully, “And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47). Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, the role of the Church is to establish the kingdom on earth, to witness to Christ in all places, and to win day by day those who are saved, for there is no salvation without Christ’s blood. “There is salvation in no one else.” (Acts 4:12).
2. [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] The Holy Spirit was the speaker on the mouths of the Apostles. “For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.” (Matthew 10:20). Thus was the spreading of faith. With one sermon on Pentecost, three thousand souls were added to the Church (Acts 2:41). It was not Peter who uttered the words, but God’s Spirit spoke through Peter’s mouth. The audience were cut to the heart and believed. Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38). Here we find four things: repentance, faith, baptism and the gift of the Holy Spirit. With these four works, 3000 souls were saved on one single day.

3. [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] The spiritual man is strong in his service, in his sermons, in the spiritual principles that he calls for, in his spiritual effect, and in his fruit, striving according to His working which works in him mightily ( Col 1:29). He is strong in his witnessing for the Lord, saying with David the Prophet, “I will speak of your testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed” (Ps 119:46).
4. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Start with fervent prayers! Offer God your love, and remember He has loved you first! Show this love in your deeds and treatment of others, even to those who annoy you. God will then open your eyes, and you will perceive the capabilities which He has given you and your true role in witnessing to Him.

5. [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] One may talk much, so he loses the virtues of silence, of thinking and contemplating. And one may remain silent and loses the advantage of a benefiting word, a word of consolation, a word of advice and also loses witnessing for the truth. As for the integral man, he knows when to remain silent and when to talk. He does not remain silent when it is good to talk and does not talk when it is good to remain silent.

6. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Church life is not only a life of worship in an evangelic way or a Biblical life in a spirit of worship, but it is one, inclusive and integral life, which includes the practical daily life with good behavior, the ascetic practice and the desire of the heart to witness and preach. In other words, our Bible study is worship, practical behavior, asceticism and preaching. Truly some members may be gifted in depth with certain talents. For example, some may be involved in studying the Bible, others in practicing asceticism, and others in preaching etc., yet all members have to live in the one whole spirit in order not to deviate from the aim of the Bible and the spirit of the Church.
7. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] We may limit the principal role of the Church to witnessing to her Bridegroom through her living Orthodox faith, her pious evangelic life, and her bearing the Cross joyfully. Thus, she will be the message of Christ read by all men and a practical gospel that witnesses to the truth.
8. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] The Great Lent or "Tessaracoste (forty days fasting)" is set to achieve a dual purpose: first, to be prepared to experience the joyful resurrection of the crucified Lord. Secondly, to prepare catechumens through teaching and guidance to practice worship with practical repentance, so that they might receive the sacrament of baptism on Easter eve.  Fasting is necessary for the performance of this task and gives it an increasingly deep significance. It implies an open, loving heart towards the human race. The whole Church fasts so that God may attract new children to Him and prepare them for the blessings of His Fatherhood. Thus fasting is a sign of our faith in God's power manifested in our ministry and preaching. On the other hand, fasting - particularly the Great Lent - should have the aim of witnessing to Jesus Christ and of unceasing prayer for the sanctification of mankind. 
9.  [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] The Alexandrian Fathers, who lived with an evangelic and ecclesiastic mind loved and honored priesthood, experienced monasticism with its angelic attitude, and at the same time they looked upon laymen as the living Church which is ministered by the clergymen and for whom the monks, nuns and virgins pray without differentiation between Church classes. The laity is the living Church; every member, man, woman, elder, youth or child, rich or poor etc. has a vital and effective role in worship, in practicing the sanctified life and in witnessing to Christ. In the book of Acts, we notice that the people who were scattered, and left Jerusalem because of the tribulations, went preaching the world and witnessing to the truth (Acts 8:4).
10. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] The deans and students of the School of Alexandria were mostly virgins who devoted their lives to Christ. They lived not only as scholars but as true worshippers, ascetics and preachers. They were eager to devote their lives, contemplating on God through their study of the Bible, without ignoring their role in witnessing to Christ and serving Him. It is no wonder that Origen, who devoted his life to studying the Bible, attracted many pagans who not only were converted to Christianity but also became martyrs. This oneness of life prepared many deans of the School to be elected as successful Popes.
11. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Rarely can you find any article or book concerning preaching in the writings of the early Fathers. For to them preaching is not a subject for searching or discussing, but it is an essential message for every member of the Church, regardless of whether he is a priest or layman, male or female, well-educated person or illiterate. Without the spirit of preaching, the believer looses his/her characteristic as a Christian person. St. John Chrysostom says, “What is the profit of a lamp without light, and what is the profit of a Christian without love (the love of the salvation of his/her brethren)?” The writings of the Early Fathers in all their branches have the spirit of preaching and witnessing to the Lord Jesus Christ and His redeeming work. This is very clear in their commentaries and homilies on the Old and New Testaments, their spiritual discourses, apologetic, ascetic writings and sacramental discourses.

12. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Virtue, in the Orthodox concept, is a joyful call for preaching and witnessing to the Holy Trinity. For Example: In his speech about almsgiving, St. John Chrysostom clarified that if a man bestows all he owns, it would not be equal of gaining one soul to Christ who died for this soul’s sake.

13. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] The early Copts, clergymen, monks, deans of the School of Alexandria and laymen were known for their inflamed desire to witness to Christ. In the Roman army, there were Coptic officers and soldiers who witnessed to Christ among their pagan colleagues, in Egypt and abroad, and many gave up their lives as a price for witnessing. Other Coptic merchants and sailors played the same role through their trips. This attitude is clarified by the transmission of Coptic culture and arts to many countries of Europe!  A Theaban legion arrived in Switzerland in 285 A.D., led by St. Mauritius of Garagos, in Upper-Egypt, who was martyred in Switzerland for refusing to offer sacrifices to the idols. His statue stands today in one of the public squares of the city of St. Moritz. The entire legion had been martyred with him for the same reason. His sister Warina followed him to Switzerland, where she also suffered martyrdom. His three friends, a legionary Felix, his sister Regula and Exuperantuis, hid themselves and ultimately reached the lake of Zurich, where they baptized converts until the ruler heard about them, and they were beheaded (their heads in their hands are the subject of protection for the city of Zurich).  A parallel story has been recounted about the town of Solothurn, with some variation. Its hero is St. Victor (Boctor), whose relics were transferred to Geneva in the fifth century. A Coptic missionary reached as far as the British Isles, a long time before the advent of St. Augustine of Canterbury (597 A.D.).  In Africa, Ethiopia accepted Christianity through Alexandrian preaching, so did Sudan and Nubia. Recent archaeological excavations in Nubia reveal the close relation between the Copts and Nubians in all aspects of life, religion, culture, arts, etc.
14. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Some believers believe that ascetic deeds prevent the preaching work. In their concept, ascetic deeds have one aim: to attract believers to their inner man and not to be involved in the salvation of others. But in fact the biographies of the great leaders of the monastic systems, their acts, and their writings witness that they practiced an evangelic and preaching life. For example, we mention the following:

a. Abbot Apollo, of Ansena in Upper Egypt, attracted hundreds of non-Christians to the Christian faith through his heavenly joy.

b. St. Moses the Black, as a monk, attracted many thieves to the Christian faith and to the monastic life. Also, a noble lady came from Rome to visit St. Arsanius, and she met St. Moses who spoke with her concerning the work of Christ, witnessing to the Gospel of Christ.

c. When St. Macarius the Great met a pagan priest, he attracted him through his decent speech about the Christian faith and the monastic life.

d. The Ascetic homilies of St. Isaac the Syrian and the hermit have a call to the inner joy and sincere love towards the brethren, the two spiritual nets that catch the souls to accept the practical and living faith.

15.  [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] As an experienced bishop, St. Ignatius explained two important elements for witnessing to Christ our Savior: 

a. Praying for others: His letters explained him as a man of prayer, who asked every believer not to cease from praying for the repentance of others: “And pray you also without ceasing on behalf of the rest of mankind, for there is in them a hope of repentance, that they may attain to God.” Ephes. 10. 

b. The good example: “Therefore permit them to be instructed at least by your works. Against their outbursts of wrath be you meek; against their proud words be you humble; against their railings set you your prayers; against their errors be you steadfast in faith; against their fierceness be you gentle.” Ephes. 10. “It is better to keep silence and to be (a Christian) than to talk and not to be one. It is a fine thing to teach, if the speaker practices (what he teaches). Now there is one Teacher, who spoke and it came to pass; yea, and even the things which He did in silence are worthy of the Father.” Ephes. 15.
16. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] One of the important phenomena of the modern Egyptian society in general, and the Copts in particular, since the mid sixties, is the exodus of large numbers for immigration abroad. The Egyptian government realized the importance of these Egyptians, their talents and capabilities, and established a new ministry to strengthen the relation between them and their homeland. With respect to the Copts, who represent the great majority of the Egyptian immigrants, H.H. Pope Kyrillos (Cyril) VI dedicated a lot of effort to shepherd them. H.H. Pope Shenouda III is taking care of them and dealing with their affairs in person. He spends much effort in supporting them spiritually and ordaining priests for every Church they establish, realizing the missionary role of these Churches and their witnessing to the Orthodox faith and thought outside Egypt.
17. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] May the Holy Spirit grant every heart of our brothers and children abroad to act for the edification of the deep living temple, so that new generations would grow up, bearing the same Orthodox spirit. Having an inflamed heart, capable of witnessing to the Orthodox faith through true evangelic Church thoughts.

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                                 . 
Witnessing to the Lord in today’s World 
[image: image1.emf] Verse to Memorize: 
	Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.

Luke 10:3


1. Who was called by God to witness while still a teenager?
a) Jonah

b) Moses

c) Josiah

d) Jeremiah

e) Isaiah

2. When ____________ the prophet felt incapable of _______________, God assured him that He would put the _______________ in his mouth as he served.

3. As true Christians, we should be the ________________ of the world, carrying the light of Jesus Christ to the _______________.
4. We can attract others to Christ by

a) Praying for them

b) Knowing the Bible very well

c) Behaving like Christ

d) Loving our friends & enemies

e) All the above

5. It’s important to introduce Christ to others through
a) The fear of hell

b) Meekness

c) Boasting about our faith

d) Rebuke for their sins

e) Condemnation

6. Mention the part of the Liturgy where we proclaim to be witnesses to the Lord’s death and resurrection:

7. Consult you father of confession on how you can become an active servant of God.

( The Christian Orthodox e-Reference Library, the Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions, COePA, 2004
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