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Bribery and Corruption 
Objective: 
Resisting social diseases
Memory Verse: 

· “He who hates unjust gain will prolong his days” (Proverbs 28:16). 
· “Do not gather my soul together with sinners, nor my life with bloodthirsty men. In whose hands is a sinister scheme and whose right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, I will walk in my integrity. Redeem me and be merciful to me” (Psalm 26:9-11). 

Introduction: 

I. The Failing Nature of Man 


God created man in His image. The Lord said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” When God created man, God saw that it was good. 

When Adam was in the garden, he enjoyed happiness, love and freedom. Although man was created of dust, God gave him great authority. He had the breath of life since God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. God purposes that man would enjoy His good things as a lover rejoices when he sees his beloved happy in life. Adam enjoyed the good things of God, but when he failed through the envy of the devil, he was separated from God. God’s image in him was destroyed. The unity within man and the unity between man and others disappeared; sin, corruption, division and selfishness changed the nature of man. 


In his epistle to the Romans, Saint Paul says, “They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one” (Romans 3:12). In the same epistle, the apostle throws light upon the corruption which changed the nature of man, saying, “Being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents” (Romans 1:29,30). 

Despite this corruption, man still keeps within himself the divine image which was deformed by sin. He keeps within himself cognizance, spirituality and inner longing for a sublime and spiritual life. Thus, conflict between good and evil within man gave rise to conflict between the bright image of God in him and the law of sin that is not of his nature. Regarding this, St. Paul the apostle says, “But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:23-24). 
Lesson Outline: 

I. Bribe Is One of the Images of Corruption 


Bribe is considered one of the images of corruption that changed the nature of man. For this reason, the Lord gives us a very important commandment in the Law of Moses, in the Old Testament. The Lord said, “And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the discerning and perverts the words of the righteous” (Exodus 23:8). 
In the Book of Deuteronomy, the Lord says: “Cursed is the one who takes a bribe” (Deuteronomy 27:25). 

The Old Testament gives us examples of corrupted persons who took bribes. One example is Eli’s sons whom the Lord refused. The Lord cursed the whole household of Eli because the man neglected the instruction of his sons and because of the bad conduct of his sons. The Scripture says about them, “But his sons did not walk in his ways, they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribe and perverted justice.” (1 Samuel 8:3). 

Prophet David also describes wicked men as those “In whose hands is a sinister scheme, and whose right hand is full of bribes” (Psalm 26:10). 

David praises the righteous by saying, “Who does not put out his money at usury, nor does take a bribe against the innocent” (Psalm 15:5). Solomon praises and blesses those who refuse bribes by saying, “he who hates covetousness will prolong his days” (Proverbs 28:16). He portrays them as honest and pure: “He will accept no recompense, nor will he be appeased though you give many gifts” (Proverbs 6:35). 
II. Simonism Is a Dangerous Disease 


Simon the magician wanted to give Peter money (a bribe) for the gifts of the Holy Spirit, but Peter said to him, “Your silver perishes with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money. You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God” (Acts 8:20,21). Thus, Simonism became a dangerous sin. The teachings of the apostles warn every bishop against taking a bribe or any money for giving what is free of money, i.e. the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

III. What Are the Forms of Bribery in Our Present Society 

· A person gives some money to officials or people of authority to get or obtain things that are not his right or to get any privilege or special favor through unjust ways under different circumstances. 

· A person gives money or presents to receive unjust decisions, civil or Church judgments. 

· A student pays his teacher a big sum of money for private lessons, expecting to get good grades. 

· An official pays money to a doctor, in the doctor’s private clinic, to facilitate giving him sick leave. 

IV. Dangers of Bribery from the Christian and Social Points of View 

· It is a form of social injustice. 

· It is the source of corruption in society and perverts justice. It causes the spirit of murmur, anxiety and doubt to spread. 

· It is against Christian principles. It corrupts the spiritual being of both those who take and those who give bribes. 

V. How to Resist Bribery? 

· Do not encourage those who ask for a bribe, whatever the circumstances may be. 

· Take a decisive decision against those who take bribes, especially if we have authority to do so. 

· People should be aware of the dangers of bribery and refuse it. 

· Develop a good conscience in individuals to be able to refuse it. 

· The government should punish severely those who take bribes. 

Questions: 

· Bribery is considered a spiritual and social disease. Explain. 

· What are the causes of bribery and corruption in the world? 

· What forms of this dangerous disease exist within the scope of your private experience? 

· How can you resist bribery? 

Applications 

· Write a circular to be distributed among people, calling them to resist bribes. 

· Hold a public debate about this phenomenon and its danger. 



Supplemental Notes( on

Bribery and Corruption
1. Simony is bribery to get a priestly rank unworthy. It is related to Simon the Sorcerer who when he saw that through the laying on of hands, the Holy Spirit was given, he offered Sts. Peter and John money saying, “Give me this power that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “Your money perishes with you because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money. You have neither part nor shared in this matter.”
2. Bribery is a form of theft, for it is an unmerited embezzlement of people's money. An employee should perform his work without charging the public anything in return for his services, for which he receives a salary. If, however, he receives a bribe, then he is clearly committing theft. This is more so if this bribery takes the form of an imposed tribute, where such an employee does not serve anyone without first receiving a certain bribe.


As for the bribe an employee receives to exempt someone from a duty imposed upon him by the State, it implies that he is actually committing two thefts: he is stealing that person's money by receiving a bribe from him, and he is stealing the State's money by wasting the rights due to it from that person. The person paying the bribe is also committing an act of theft since he is robbing the State of its dues from which the bribed employee has exempted him. 

Bribery is not relieved of its liability when it takes a name that is different from its disgraceful one. Thus, it may assume the form of a gift, but, in truth, it is not because gifts are exchanged among lovers and friends without any condition attached that a certain deed be performed in return.


Bribery does not include a tip that is given to a porter or a servant if it takes the form of charity or assistance offered in love to a poor person who is not required to break the law in return.
H. H. Pope Shenouda III

3. True prosperity is spiritual prosperity. And if it is material, it should be in a spiritual manner. Therefore, do not get jealous when the wicked prosper, especially if the means of their success were far from God. Such as the one who turns to lying, cunningness and tricks or to cheating, bribery or flattery, hypocrisy, deceit and favoritism. Or, the businessman who monopolizes the markets and exaggerates his profit. He prospers financially and fails spiritually. The saying of the Apostle applies to all of them: “Whose glory is in their shame- who set their mind on earthly things” (Phil 3:19). He also said that their end is destruction.
H. H. Pope Shenouda III


 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Bribery and Corruption 
	He who hates unjust gain will prolong his days.
Proverbs 28:16
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Verse to memorize:   
1. What is the cause of bribery and corruption in the world?
2. Why is bribery a sin?

a) It’s stealing.
b) It’s unjust.

c) It spreads doubt & murmur among people.
d) It corrupts society.

e) All the above

3. What is Simonism?

a) Bribing a bishop to build a church

b) Giving gifts to politicians

c) Buying the gift of the Holy Spirit

d) Giving charity in the name of Simon

e) Bribing the needy for fame

4. What form of bribery have you seen?

5. List 2 dangers of bribery:

a. _______________________________________________
b. _______________________________________________

6. How can we resist bribery?

a. Do not _______________ those who ask for a bribe.

b. Take a firm decision _____________ those who take bribes.

c. Make people _______________ of the dangers of bribery.

d. The government should _______________ those who take bribes.

7. Why is it now possible to overcome our natural inclination towards sin and corruption?
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