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Many Gifts and One Aim 
Objective: 
· To be acquainted with my gifts (talents) and my duty
References: 

· The Gifts of the Church
Memory Verse: 

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Jews or Greeks, slaved or free and all were made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Like the Body and Its Members 


One day the members of the body felt that they are not satisfied with their work. They do the same work all the time; the feet walk, the eyes see, the ears hear, and the arms and hands hold things. All the other members of the body have functions. They all decided not to work and each member wanted to find a different work to do. The leg said, “I want to be a hand so that I may have a higher position. I was always low and I always walked on the ground.” The hand said, “And I also no more desire to do what I am used to doing. I always hold things, put food in the mouth, and write homework and letters. I work all the time and I need rest.” The ear said, “I like to be an eye. I prefer seeing to hearing. I do not desire to hear any more.”

All the members of the body began to talk in this way. Each member desired to do another job. But the hand could not walk and the leg could not write. The ear made an attempt to see and the eye tried to smell flowers and breathe the air, but each member could not perform the others member’s function. 


Each member realized that he has an important role to do, and each member could not live without the help of the other members; so all the members performed their original functions once more, and they were all happy with their work (Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-26). 

II. The Body of Christ 


St. Paul says that we are all members of the one Body of Christ. When we were little children, the priest baptized us and we became members of the One Body of Christ; each one of us received the gifts of the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament of Confirmation. 


We are then members in the Church, which is the Body of Christ, and each member in the Church attains certain gifts; there are several kinds of spiritual gifts, and we receive these gifts from the Holy Spirit. These gifts are given to us to perform different services in the name of Christ. The Lord gives us special power to serve Him in the Church and in the world. When anyone of us makes use of his gifts in his service, he gives evidence to show that the Holy Spirit exists in his life for the benefit of all people. 
III. Using Gifts in the Church 


The Church is responsible for announcing the attributes of Christ and bearing witness to Him by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is at work in the believers through the different gifts they have, such as driving out demons, healing the sick, teaching, caring to build up the Body of Christ and supporting the Church to bear true witness to the Lord. These gifts and miraculous deeds do not depend on men’s intelligence or his personal abilities, but they are gifts that express the grace of God, His power, His mercy and goodness. The Lord gives them, according to His will, to whomever He desires so that His name is glorified in His Church all the time. 

IV. Kinds of Gifts 


When we read the epistle to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 12:4-30), we find many kinds of gifts. These we shall discuss in brief and we shall refer to the function of each: 

A. The gift of speaking God’s message 


This gift encloses the ability to speak in foreign tongues. Speaking in tongues was often accompanied by the gift of translation, which enabled the person to translate the message given to him by the Holy Spirit into other languages. 

B. The gift of prophecy and the gift of teaching 


These two gifts are concerned with teaching, explaining and elucidating the purpose of God and announcing His Divine sacraments; but these need inspiration and acquaintance with the sacred writings which are able to instruct us for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15). 

C. Gifts of administration 


Under this title we have the gifts of administrating Church affairs. These are given to patriarchs, bishops and priests. The gift of service is given to deacons who are the arms and eyes of bishops. 


There are gifts that announce the glory of God to strengthen the believers and raise their spirit, such as the gifts of driving out demons (performing miracles) and healing diseases. 


St. Paul gathered all these gifts in these words: “For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.” (1 Corinthians 12:8-11). 

V. To Make Use of the Gifts Is To Express Love 


As all these gifts aim at serving one another to build up the Body of Christ; when they work in harmony and through their conformity and connection, these gifts play the role performed by the unity of the eye, the hand, the leg and the ear. Concerning this, the apostle says, “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplication, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, makes increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:16). 


So the different gifts by which we serve one another are an expression of love, and “love” means that each one of us should use his gifts to serve others. 

VI. Deviation in Using Gifts 


Those who have gifts may be haughty. A believer who has attained a gift may become haughty and proud; this usually happens when man lives for himself and forgets that God has given him that gift, not to glorify him; it is God alone that is to be glorified through His gifts. The Holy Spirit often gets the gift back from the haughty whose salvation in this case becomes very difficult, unless he humbles himself and serves the believers with complete sincerity and contrition; the Lord Jesus washed the feet of His disciples, and He did not pride Himself upon doing that, although He is Holy and deserves all glory and honor. 


The second deviation lies in disorder and contradiction; he who has the gift of teaching is not satisfied with it and desires to have the gift of administration and so on. St. Paul the apostle in his comment on these cases said, “If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body (Inferiority complex),’ that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? (Desire for authority and looking down upon the gifts of others) But as it is, God arranged the organs in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single organ, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body” (1 Corinthians 12:5-20). 


Pessimism, laziness and lack of diligence are examples of these deviations. This happens to those whose talents are few, who desire to appear or who envy those who have many talents, although the body has small organs and big organs, hidden organs and visible organs. St. Paul said, “God has so composed the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior part” (1 Corinthians 12:24). 

VII. What Should I Do With My Gifts? 


Each believer should be acquainted with his/her spiritual and personal gifts, which the Lord has granted him/her. So everyone should examine himself to define his activities with the help of his father of confession, his spiritual guides and the sincere believers who work with him. He has to thank God for what he has taken and acquired, and he must not think of other people’s gifts or of imitating others. He has to thank the Lord and request from Him to perfect the gifts He has given him, no matter how few they are. He also has to make use of his gifts to serve the society and not be selfish, but “that the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body of Christ, and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 12:35-27). 


I know a gifted boy who tries to make use of his gift of drawing. He decided to draw pictures of the Lord Christ and the saints. When you look at the pictures he has drawn, you feel deep reverence for the spiritual meanings that the pictures reflect. Another person, who cannot draw but can write, asked his friends in class to cooperate with him to do something for those boys and girls who stay away from the church. They issued a small magazine, one every three months. They wrote about the spiritual blessings of the church and Sunday school. Some wrote essays, some printed them, and others distributed the magazines between the colleagues and friends. One of the girls could not cooperate in writing; she could neither write nor draw, but she could play music well. She decided to make use of that gift; she brought her musical instrument and sang hymns and melodies on Sundays. She taught other pupils, and after a short time, they formed a band that played and sang Church hymns. 

VIII. Know your gifts and use them 


A young friend read the words of St. Paul the apostle about the spiritual gifts, and then he said, “I understand that each one of us has spiritual gifts, but I am not sure that I have any spiritual gifts. I go to Sunday school, but I do not participate in the activities with the boys and girls. I can neither draw nor write. I know nothing about music either. Sometimes I hate myself when I feel that I cannot benefit others.” 


You can answer that young friend saying, “Well, my friend, I will try to help you. You will be surprised to know that the things you can do are more than the things your colleagues do. You love your friends and your friends love you. Your decent way of dealing with them helps you solve the problems that happen among them. You give them a good example of a Christian life, and they try to follow your example. Don’t you know that meekness and love are the most important spiritual gifts? And that we, through love, can bring the whole world to Christ? And that when each of us makes use of his individual gifts for serving people, he expresses his love for them in a practical way? 


We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us and in proportion to our faith; one gives aid with zeal, one does acts of mercy with cheerfulness, etc. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good, and love one another with brotherly affection (Romans 12:6-10). 

Questions: 

· What is the function of the gifts in Church, and why is the Church called the Body of Christ? 

· What are the different kinds of gifts? Make use of chapter 12 of the First Epistle to the Corinthians and count these gifts. 

· What distinguishes the use of gifts in the Church by the holy children of God? 

· How are gifts wrongly made use of? 

· What is my duty towards my gifts? How can I know my gifts? 

Applications: 

· I have to know the gifts I possess, thank God for them and use them honestly to glorify God through my service to others.





I Corinthians 12

	1
	Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:

	2
	You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led.

	3
	Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.

	4
	There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

	5
	There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.

	6
	And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.

	7
	But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

	8
	for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit,

	9
	to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit,

	10
	to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

	11
	But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

	12
	For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.

	13
	For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free-and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.

	14
	For in fact the body is not one member but many.

	15
	If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body?

	16
	And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body?

	17
	If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?

	18
	But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.

	19
	And if they were all one member, where would the body be?

	20
	But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.

	21
	And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."

	22
	No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.

	23
	And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty,

	24
	but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it,

	25
	that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.

	26
	And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

	27
	Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.

	28
	And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.

	29
	Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?

	30
	Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?

	31
	But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.





THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SERVICE AND ITS GENERALITY(
By H.H. Pope Shenouda III


Service is not restricted to those who work in the field of education, but it is necessary for all and of benefit to all. It is considered as one of the general spiritual means. It is a general spiritual principle that is required from all the faithful: the old and the young, the married and the celibate. The saying of the Bible is sufficient: “To him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin” (Jas 4:17).


Sins are not only what is negative in one’s actions, but the lack of doing good is considered a sin. Therefore the spiritual person is the one who always does good, as an image of God whom we describe as “The Beneficent” and as it was said about the Lord Jesus Christ that He “Went about doing good” (Acts 10:38).  Are you like that?



The spiritual person does not live only for himself. There is a well known saying: “He who lives only for himself never lived.” Therefore, in the service, you must get out of your shell to meet others. You must get out of the “I” sphere to spread your love among all. You feel that your message in life is to do good to all those whom God send in your way. The more you gain experience in life and broadness in heart, the bigger the circle of your service gets. It would not be limited to your house and your family, and not only to your relatives, neighbors, friends and colleagues, but it will reach to a range that is wider and wider.


The service, in its essence, is an expression of love that is stored in the heart towards God and people. It is required from each faithful to love God with all his heart, with all his soul and with all his might. This is a commandment from the Old Testament (Deut 6:5). And it was repeated in the New Testament also (Mt 22:37-39). Love is not a theoretical thing because the Bible says, “Let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth” (1 Jn 3:18). Practical love shows in the service. Because you love God, you express your love for Him by spreading the word about His Kingdom, by serving the Church and serving the Word. And because you love people, you serve them by all means that are available to you and useful for them.


The important thing is that the element of sacrifice and giving is present in everyone’s life, everyone. And so you find that the service has given you a spiritual virtue, which is love, giving and sacrificing. By that, you would have benefited from your service. You may serve the poor and find that due to their need, some of them turned to lying, stealing or cheating to obtain what they need. Do not get weary of them or give up. Do not get annoyed and let your reaction leads you to treat them badly. Maybe God allowed you to meet those people to learn patience, long-suffering and wisdom in your behavior, or maybe to serve them spiritually and help them get rid of such bad behavior. Then you would have gained spiritual virtues while serving them.
TYPES OF SERVICE


There are various types of service: some are social and others are spiritual. About the spiritual service, the Bible says, “He who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins” (Jas 5:20), also: “Take heed to yourself and save both yourself and those who hear you” (1 Tim. 4:16). Then it is a service that concerns saving the soul. How glorious!! And the Bible also says, “Receiving the end of your faith - the salvation of your souls” (1 Pet 1:9).



As for the social service and because of its sublimity, God made it a scale for judgment in the last day; He says to those on His right side, “For I was hungry and you gave Me food: I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me” (Mt 25: 35-40). Then He explained this by saying, “Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me,” considering all those needy people exactly as Himself.

And the Bible also says, “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world” (Jas 1:27).



We have seen types of services that cover whole societies and have expanded to an international level. World organizations such as the Red Cross and other organizations for aid offer help to those who are in need wherever they are, in countries where natural disasters such as floods, military disasters or famines occurred. Relief comes to victims from far away countries that they never knew or had any relationships with. But it is the humanitarian feeling and the love towards all that automatically rushes to help those who are in need.



These secular world organizations have no relation to the Church to do such things, so how much more appropriate for us? Your are required to do something for your brother, the human being. God gave us the example of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10: 30-37) who helped a man on the road, although there was animosity between his people and this man’s people. But it is love that does not know discrimination.


Nobody should say to himself, “I am not called for service!” No, you are called to love all and to express this love by serving. As for the educational service, it requires you to be sent by the Church (Rom 10:15) because not everyone is suitable for preaching and teaching.


There are many types of services and every one can serve according to the grace given to him from God. Nobody can ever say that God did not grant him any abilities for service. He must be able to do something. The servant who has the spirit of service will be found serving in all fields: at home, at the work place, at school, at church, on the road, etc. He serves everyone and everywhere; he is a giver and whoever meets him has to receive something from him.



Ask yourself then, “What is the share of others in my life?” Consecration needs a call, but general service needs only love and the desire of the heart to serve others. This in itself is a call from the heart. I remember once that a surgeon asked me what he could do for others. I said to him, “At least one tenth of the fees you receive for the operations that you perform should be given to the poor and the needy. And so God would have a share in your knowledge and in your work. And you express your love for the poor by reducing your fees when you charge them.”

NAME: ____________________________
first                                       last                                      .
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Verse to Memorize: 
	For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Jews or Greeks, slaved or free and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

(1 Corinthians 12:13


1. When we were ___________________, we became members in the ______________, which is the Body of ________________.
2. What is the source of all gifts/talents given to us?

3. What is the function of the gifts/talents in the Church?

4. The different gi_______ with which we se___________ on another are an expression of ______________.

5. List 3 kinds of gifts/talents that can be used in the church:

a. _______________________________

b. _______________________________

c. _______________________________

6. How can one know his/her gifts or talents?

7. List 2 deviations in using gifts/talents?

a. _______________________________

b. _______________________________











































( The Spiritual Means, by H.H. Pope Shenouda III, translated by Mrs. Ramza Bassilious, Coptic Orthodox Publication and Translation, Sydney, Australia, 1998
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