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The Great Teachers of the Church 
Objective: 
Being acquainted with the pillars of the Christian Theological thought
References: 

· “St. Dioscorus,” Anba Gregory
· “St. John Chrysostom,” Fr. Minassa Yohanna 

· “St. John Chrysostom,” Fr. Tadros Yakoub
· “Macrina,” Rudolf Yanny 

· “The Story of the Coptic Church, Part 2,” Iris El Massry 

· Other books about sermons of St. John Chrysostom, his comments and his interpretations of the Bible
Introduction: 


The following are the life histories of four great, Saintly Church fathers. Their lives and teachings played a vital role in Church growth. These Saints are: 

St. John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople 

St. Basil the Great 

St. Gregory the Theologian

St. Dioscorus

I. St. John Chrysostom (347 – 407 A.D.) 


St. John Chrysostom, the Bishop of Constantinople, was famous for his sermons and wonderful teachings, so he deserved the title of “Chrysostom” (Golden Mouth). 


He was born of a rich family in the city of Antioch. After his father’s death, his mother raised him up. She taught him the Holy Scriptures and instructed him in sciences. He grew in grace and virtue. He spent two years in the legal profession, defending the oppressed with great skill and proficiency. When he was twenty-five years old, he went to one of the monasteries. He lived as an anchorite in a cell. As an ascetic, he led a life of severe self-discipline, and as a result, he got very ill. He went back to Antioch to recuperate, and there he began to preach with rare eloquence. People came in great numbers to listen to him; they called him “Chrysostom.” He was ordained a Bishop. He was a good example for his people. He was an ascetic who used to wear rough clothes, distribute his money among the needy, and visit the sick people and those who were in prison. He established hospitals, houses for strangers and many orphanages. 


Because of his courage, gallantry and boldness in bearing witness to the truth, he reproached Queen Eudoxia for her evil actions; her heart became filled with anger and hostility, and she conspired to get rid of him. The Emperor sent him into exile. When the natives heard the news, they were deeply agitated and filled with anger. Some of them delivered fiery sermons saying, “Waves attacked us and a dangerous hurricane struck us, but we are not afraid; let the waves rise up to the sky, for they will never break the ship. Let’s have a firm belief. Let’s stand firm without fear because God is with us. He is my staff, keeper, guard and shelter; if the whole world is against me, my heart will remain with my Savior.” 


After he had left the city, an earthquake took place. The empress shook with fear, and she sent to bring him back to the city. After a short time, she sent him into exile in Mount Kukaz, where he suffered exceedingly. However, his zeal for the Church remained aflame, and he wrote to one of his priests saying, “If you see the Sea of Persecution in a state of agitation, keep calm and do not neglect anything that you have committed yourself to; destroy the pagan buildings, establish the Church and be concerned with the salvation of the souls.” 


Because of the mistreatment he received from his guards, he died in exile leaving a wonderful heritage of sermons and sayings to the Church. 


Thirty-one year after his death, his bones were carried to Constantinople in a splendid procession. 


The character of this great Saint is distinguished by his wonderful enlightenment in interpreting the Holy Scriptures and his rare talent in preaching and teaching. He is distinguished among the hermits, the worshippers and the ascetics who refrain from the pleasures of the world. His character is like a high mountain in the way he bore witness, in his great courage and commitment to the truth before any person, whoever he is. He was a man who never feared and never desired anything. 

II. St. Basil the Great 


St. Basil the great is the writer of the Liturgy of St. Basil. He is one of the three leading Cappadocian Fathers. St. Basil was born in Caesarea in 329 A.D. 


He pursued his classical studies in the institutions of Caesarea and Athens. He was endowed with many certificates. In Athens, he met with his intimate friend St. Gregory the theologian, who led the same life of asceticism. He organized the monastic life by setting rules for prayer, work, study and guidance, so that his companions might follow them. He formed groups of nuns under the leadership of his sister, St. Macrina. 


He made a masterful defense against Aryanism before Emperor Valens. He used to leave his solitary spot for Caesarea to resist the teachings of Arius. He established a charity institution to help the poor, treat the sick and comfort the travelers and the poor. When he became famous, he was ordained Archbishop of Caesarea of Cappadocia. Christians at that time suffered from afflictions and persecution aroused against them by the Arian Emperor Valens. St. Basil remained firm. He encouraged his people to remain firm in the faith and heroically defended the Orthodox creed. 


The Emperor threatened to confiscate his possessions, to send him into exile, to torture him and murder him. The Saint replied, stating that none of these threats could frighten him, since he had nothing to be confiscated except some old clothes and some books. As for exile, the Saint said to him, “All the land is as a house of sojourn.” Regarding torture, he said that it could not frighten a body that had already died. As for death, he said that it was a friend which would accompany him on his final journey to the true homeland. The emperor arranged to send him into exile, and that this order would be carried out by night to avoid the danger of the people’s revolt. A carriage was waiting for him at the door, but suddenly the decree of exile was annulled because Valens’ only son was suddenly taken ill and his illness was serious. His mother believed that his illness was a result of sending the Saint into exile, so she sent a letter to the Saint asking him to pray for the child. The Saint prayed for the child, and the child’s health was restored.

In 370 AD, St. Basil’s prayers were heard while saying to God, “In your hands I place my soul,” and soon that great soul departed. The voice of the people weeping was louder than the religious hymns. The Saint was buried in Caesarea, where he joined his father. 


The Saint wrote many important books; the most important of them all is the Liturgy known as the Liturgy of St. Basil, which is used in our Churches. 

III. St. Gregory 


St. Gregory, the Speaker of Things Divine, is the writer of the Liturgy of St. Gregory, which is sometimes used in our Churches - the whole of it or some parts of it. He is one of the three famous and leading Cappadocian Fathers. 


This Saint was born in Cappadocia. He came from a rich, pious and religious family. His mother was a good example of piety. When her son was still in her womb, she devoted him to God. Gregory was brought up in a Christian family from which he received the principles of the sound Orthodox faith.

In Athens, he led the life of fellowship together with his intimate friend Basilicas. They were partners in the unity of the soul. It was said that they were one mind in two bodies. 


The Saint said that when he was a young man, he saw two beautiful decorous in white in a dream. One of them said to him, “I am chastity” and the other said, “I am wisdom.” Then the two decorous said that they were perpetually standing before the throne of Christ. When the Saint awoke, he felt a great love for chastity and that love was deeply rooted in his heart and remained with him all his life. St. Gregory is a good model for the ascetic worshipper and a wonderful example of a minister who is filled with grace. At the same time, he is a wonderful pattern of a Saint who experienced two types of life; the life of contemplation and reclusion and the life of religious service in the world. 


When he became well known, he was ordained bishop. Arianism spread at that time, so he went on preaching and teaching against it. He struggled hard till the banner of the Orthodox Creed was hoisted high. He played a vital role in confirming the faith in the Holy Trinity. 


Through his capacity, love, purity and modesty, he showed people how important the life of holiness is. He was given the title “Theologian” because of his unique ability in interpreting the Holy Trinity. He left us a valuable treasure of writings about theology that’s characterized by preciseness and spiritual depth. The most important of them all is the Liturgy of St. Gregory. 

IV. St. Dioscorus 


He was the Patriarch of Alexandria and one of the leading heroes of faith. The name of this hero has a sweet sound; his name is accompanied with holy zeal for the Orthodox faith and sticking to the Fathers Creed. 


He was St. Cyril’s disciple. St. Cyril was known as the pillar of sound religion. St. Dioscorus was chosen to be Patriarch of Alexandria in 444 AD, after the death of St. Cyril. It was a troublous period because of the spread of heresies, especially the heresy of Nestor. 


Emperor Theodosius asked him to assemble a council in Ephesus in AD 449 to look into the complaint submitted by Eutyches, who made a petition to the emperor that his case be re-examined after the Patriarch of Constantinople had excommunicated him because of his heresy. St. Dioscorus presided over the Second Council of Ephesus to discuss and judge Eutyches, who claimed that the divine nature absorbed the human one in the Incarnate Christ and manhood was totally lost. Eutyches gave up his heresy before the Council, so the members of the Council accepted and readmitted him. However, he continued to preach his heretical ideas, so the Saints excommunicated him. 


The Roman Bishop, Leo, sent a letter with his deputies to the Bishop of Constantinople. The letter was known as Leo’s Tome. In his tome, Leo wrote, “Indeed, Christ came, God and Man, the first fascinated us with miraculous deeds and the other was despised.” This letter was not read to the council, so the Bishop of Rome began to attack St. Dioscorus because his letter was not given due consideration. He made many attempts to assemble a council, and at last he was able to assemble a counter-council in the days of Emperor Marcianus. 


In this Council, the deputies of Rome demanded that Leo’s Tome should be read, but St. Dioscorus refused their proposal because Leo’s Tome was full of heretical ideas. They rebelled against him and demanded that he should be banished. The sessions of the Council were postponed, and the Roman deputies held a session. In that session, they planned to prevent St. Dioscorus from attending the session by force and put him in custody. They decided to excommunicate him and send him into exile. 


The emperor exiled St. Dioscorus in Gangra, in Paphlognia on the southern side of the Black Sea, where he suffered from ill treatment and persecutions. He sent letters to his bishops, saying, “We should bear all this with courage for the sake of the sound Orthodox Creed and faith.” The people remained firm in the Orthodox faith and suffered from the brutal military force of the empire, which took the form of a series of bloody massacres; many were martyred for their Orthodox faith. St. Dioscorus died because of the cruelty and violence he suffered in exile. 

Applications: 

· Make a wall Chart and write in it the wise sayings of the great teachers of the Church as well as a summary of their life and works. 

· Investigate why the Orthodox Church opposed the Eutychian creed. 

· Study by heart some prayers from the Liturgy of St. Basil and the Liturgy of St. Gregory. 

· Ask the Church Psalmist to hand you the most important hymns of each Liturgy. 





The Departure of Saint John Chrysostom 
(The Seventeenth Day of the Blessed Month of Hatour)


On this day, the honorable Saint John of the Golden Mouth (Chrysostom) departed. He was born in the city of Antioch, around the year 347 A.D., to a rich father whose name was Sakondos and a pious mother, whose name was Anthosa. They brought him up well and reared him in the Christian tradition. He went to the city of Athens where he learned the Greek wisdom in one of its schools. He surpassed many in knowledge and in virtue. He forsook the vanities of the world and became a monk at a young age in one of the monasteries. He had a friend whose name was Basilius who was a monk before him in that monastery. They had the same interests and they practiced many virtues. 


When his father departed, St. John did not keep any of his father's possessions but gave all of his inheritance to the poor and the needy. He then lived an ascetic life full of strife. 


In the monastery, there was a Syrian hermit whose name was Ansosynos. One night, he saw the apostles Peter and John entering where the Golden Mouth was. St. John, the Apostle, gave him a Bible and told him, "Do not be afraid, whosoever you shall bind, shall be bound, and whosoever you shall loose, shall be loosed." The old hermit therefore realized that St. John Chrysostom would be a faithful shepherd. 


The grace of the Lord filled St. John Chrysostom and he wrote homilies and sermons; he interpreted many books while he was still a deacon. It was St. Melatius, Patriarch of Antioch, who had raised him to this rank. Then he was ordained a priest by St. Phlapianus, St. Melatius' successor, through the guidance of the angel of the Lord. 


When Nectarius, Patriarch of Constantinople departed, Emperor Arcadius summoned St. John and made him Patriarch. During his patriarchate, he conducted himself in an apostolic manner. He continued teaching, preaching and interpreting the books of the Church, both old and new. He boldly admonished the sinners and the wealthy, regardless of their authority or wealth. 


Queen Eudoxia, the wife of Emperor Arcadius, had a lust for money. She took a garden which belonged to a poor widow by force. The latter complained to the Saint, who went to the Queen, admonished her and asked her to return the garden to its owner. When Eudoxia did not obey him, he prevented her from entering the Church and partaking of the Holy Communion. She became exceedingly angry and gathered a council of bishops whom St. John had previously excommunicated for their evil deeds and their mismanagement. They sentenced the Saint to be exiled. He was exiled to the Island of Thrace, but this exile did not last more than one night. The people were enraged, and they gathered around the royal palace demanding the return of the Patriarch. While the people were sorrowful because of their righteous shepherd, a severe earthquake took place and almost destroyed the city, terrifying everyone. The people thought that this was a sign of the Lord's anger, caused by the exile of the Saint. As for Eudoxia, she was disturbed, her soul was troubled and she went in haste to her husband and asked him to bring back the Saint from exile. Once the light of the shepherd shone on his flock, their sorrow changed to joy and their wailing was replaced by the songs of joy and happiness.  


This state of affairs did not last long. There was a large square beside the Church of Agia Sophia, where a large silver statue of Queen Eudoxia was erected. On the day of its dedication, some common people danced madly and played profligate games until they were immersed in immorality and sin. Because of St. John's zeal to curb the spread of immorality, he repudiated the people in his sermons, courageously showing his disapproval of their behavior. His enemies took advantage of his zeal and accused him before the Queen, of having said that "Herodia had risen up and danced and asked for the head of John the Baptist on a plate." This cruel accusation gave the Queen a good reason to sentence him to exile. She instructed the soldiers who were in charge of guarding him not to give him any means of comfort during his travel. Thus, they moved him from one place to another hastily until they came to a city called Komana, where his health deteriorated and he departed in peace in the year 407 A.D. 


During the reign of Theodosius II, the son of Emperor Arcadius (who exiled St. John), the body of St. John was taken to Constantinople, where it was placed in the Church of the Apostles. 

His prayers be with us and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.

The Departure of St. Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea

(The Sixth Day of the Blessed Month of Tubah)

In the year 379 A.D., the great St. Basil, Bishop of Caesarea, departed. His father's name was "Isosorus" (Isidore), who was a priest and a holy man. He begot five children: St. Basil of Caesarea, St. Gregory of Nyssa, St. Kisarion (Cherion), St. Peter of Sebastia, and St. Machrina. They all lived in holiness all their lives.


He was instructed in the art of rhetoric at the hands of the philosopher Libianius of Antioch, and he worked as an advocate. In 358 A.D., he abandoned the world and all its vain glories. He traveled through the wilderness of Egypt, where he witnessed the ascetics and was influenced by them. Upon his return, he withdrew to a wild and beautiful spot in Pontus and devoted himself to prayer and study. When the news of his holiness spread around, many came to him and they took him as a guide to lead them in the way of perfection.


In 362 A.D., he was promoted to the priesthood. He continued to teach the believers, to defend the faith and to save those who had been lost.


In 370 A.D., he was ordained Bishop of Caesarea, Cappadocia. For his boldness in truth and for his rebuke of the emperors who conducted themselves against the doctrine and those who behaved immorally, Emperor Valens wanted to exile St. Basil but he declined because of the death of his son. Another time, when the Emperor wanted to sign an order for his exile, the pen broke in his hand; he took another pen and that also broke, and the same thing happened to a third pen. Valens tore the paper and left the Saint to shepherd his flock and manage his Church in peace.


St. Basil was filled with the Holy Spirit and wrote the Liturgy that is named after him. God wrought by his hands many signs and miracles. Among them, some heretics gained control over one of the churches and decided to close it unless someone opened it by his prayers. By the prayers of this Saint, the church was opened and the believers gained access to it once again. 


Another sign: Abba Ephraim saw a pillar of light between earth and heaven and heard a voice saying, "This is Basil." St. Ephraim came to the city of Caesarea and witnessed the virtues of St. Basil. St. Basil ordained him a deacon.


Among his miracles was that of a woman who wrote all her sins on paper and gave it to St. Basil. He prayed for her and her sins were forgiven, except one sin. He told her to go to Abba Ephraim to pray for her. When she went to Abba Ephraim, he sent her back to St. Basil saying, "Hurry, go back to meet him before his death." When she came back, she found that he had passed away. She wept and put the paper that she had written on his body, and the written sins were blotted out.


Also among his miracles was that of a Jewish physician who was known for his professional accuracy and who told the Saint that he would die after three days. The Saint prayed to God, Who prolonged his life, and he did not die on the day that the physician expected him to die. The physician believed and was baptized with his entire household.


Another example is that of a young man who wrote a covenant with the devil to deny his Christianity and his baptism. Through the prayer of the Saint, the young man was saved from the servitude of the devil.


This Saint had many virtues and performed many miracles besides the above mentioned ones. He wrote many articles, homilies and discourses. He put down canons which the believers follow till now. He also wrote commentaries on some of the Books of the Old and New Testaments.

His prayers be with us, and Glory be to our God forever and ever. Amen.


The Departure of St. Dioscorus, 25th Pope of Alexandria

(The Seventh Day of the Blessed Month of Tute)

On this day of the year 451 A.D., the blessed father and the great champion of Orthodoxy, Saint Dioscorus, 25th Pope of Alexandria, departed. His departure took place on the island of Gagra after he had fought the good fight, defending the Orthodox faith.


When he was summoned to the Council of Chalcedon by the order of Emperor Marcianus, he saw a great assembly of 630 bishops. Saint Dioscorus asked, "In whom is the faith lacking that it was necessary to gather this great assembly?" They told him, "This assembly has been convened by the emperor's command." He replied, "If this assembly has been convened by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I shall stay and speak with what God may give me to say; but if this assembly has been convened by the emperor's command, let the emperor manage his assembly as he pleases."


When he saw that Leo, Archbishop of Rome, was teaching that Christ has two natures and two wills after the Union, he took the charge to refute this new belief. He stated that our Lord Jesus Christ is one; it was He who was invited to the wedding as a man and changed the water into wine as a God, and the two natures were not separated in all of His works. Quoting Pope Cyril, he said, "The Hypostatic Union of the Word of God with the flesh is like the union of the soul with the body and like the union of fire and iron; even as they are of two different natures, by their union they became one. Likewise, our Lord Christ is one Messiah, one Lord and one Nature." None of those who were gathered at that assembly dared to contradict him. Among them were some who had attended the Council of Ephesus, which had been convened against Nestorius.


Some informed the Emperor Marcianus and the Empress Belkarya that no one disobeyed their commands concerning the faith except Dioscorus, Patriarch of the City of Alexandria. They brought St. Dioscorus and the leading bishops of the Council, who debated and discussed the matter till it was evening, but St. Dioscorus would not deviate from his Orthodox belief.


The emperor and empress were irritated at this, and the empress commanded that St. Dioscorus be smitten on his mouth and the hair of his beard be plucked out. He took the hair and the teeth that were knocked out and sent them to Alexandria saying, "This is the fruit of Faith."


When the rest of the bishops saw what had happened to St. Dioscorus, they agreed with the emperor, being afraid of undergoing the same fate. They signed the document of the belief that Christ has two distinct and separate natures. When St. Dioscorus knew this, he sent for the document and pretended that he wanted to sign it too. But when he read the document, he wrote at its foot that he excommunicated everyone who had signed it, as well as everyone who deviated from the Orthodox Faith. The emperor was enraged, and he commanded that St. Dioscorus be banish to the island of Gagra, along with St. Macarius, Bishop of Edko, and two others; the Council of Chalcedon resumed.


When they took St. Dioscorus to the island of Gagra, its bishop met him with contempt and disdain because he was a Nestorian. However, God performed at the hands of St. Dioscorus many great signs and wonders so that all obeyed him, respected and revered him greatly, for God honors His chosen ones in every place. St. Dioscorus told St. Macarius, his companion in exile, "You shall receive the crown of martyrdom in Alexandria." He sent him with one of the believing merchants to Alexandria, where he received the crown of martyrdom.


St. Dioscorus, having ended his good fight, departed from this vain life and received the crown of eternal life. He departed on the island of Gagra, where his body was laid to rest.
His blessings and prayers be with us all. Amen.

St. Gregory of Nazianzus(, 
The Theologian Turned Poet


St. Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390 A.D.) in known to tradition as St. Gregory “the Theologian” on account of the speculative force of his justly famous five Theological Orations delivered at Constantinople against Arianism, which was still quite strong in the imperial capital. 

St. Gregory arrived in Constantinople only after a long series of misfortunes. He had been a brilliant student of literature in the years of his carefree youth, but his father, the bishop of Nazianzus, ordained him a priest against his will. St. Gregory at first fled but subsequently returned. On account of his weak and indecisive character, he was attracted to his friend, St. Basil, who represented a stable and fixed point of reference. Nevertheless, when St. Basil wished to have him elected as bishop of Sasima, St. Gregory complained that he had been betrayed in his feelings of friendship and trust and refused to set foot in the inaccessible village St. Basil had assigned to him.

[image: image1.jpg]



St. Gregory was sensitive and refined in spirit to the point of morbidity. He was inclined to introversion and a certain pessimism with regard to the world, mankind and the body; he ended up dwelling sorrowfully on the misfortunes and calamities of his life. His last years of retirement from ecclesiastical activity gave rise to an intense production of letters, which are little jewels of linguistic purity, and to poems on dogmatic and moral themes. Indeed, his assets as a writer emerge above all in his poetry — he is the greatest of the Greek Christian poets — in which the aesthetic values of the classical tradition are harmoniously blended with the themes and motifs of Christian meditation. Of particular notoriety among his compositions in verse is the autobiographical poem On His Own Life, in which Gregory anticipates the tones and aspects of that other more important Christian autobiography, the Confessions of Augustine.


The collection of his letters remains as a witness to a life of profound suffering, but one which was also spent in the service of the faith and of the love of neighbor. The letters vibrate with the intense bonds of friendship which St. Gregory formed with many men of his time; that friendship which, by his own explicit admission, was his weakness.


As bishop of Constantinople (380-381 A.D.) in the decisive years of the final conflict with Arianism, he succeeded, thanks in part to his admirable gifts as an orator, in polarizing around the orthodox position the attention of the citizens of Constantinople, who came in ever greater numbers to listen to his homilies. St. Gregory presided at the council of 381 A.D., where he took part in the triumph of the policy of his friend, St. Basil, who had died not long before. Even here, in such a prestigious see, St. Gregory encountered no lack of misunderstandings and hostilities of various kinds which grieved him to such an extent that he was forced to withdraw to his own town of Nazianzus. From there he went to Arianzum, where he brought the days of his tormented life on earth to a close. 

Although he was a celebrated preacher and a luminary of orthodoxy as a theologian, St. Gregory's spirit was of a mystical bent which, with consummate literary skill, resolved doctrinal discourse into the fluid cadence of his poetical verses. In him, theology becomes personal experience and finds its proper accents in lyrical and autobiographical verse. In spite of his love for solitude and meditation, St. Gregory was caught up in the great religious events of his age, which he sought to master by the instruments of his erudition. Nevertheless, reality had the upper hand and he was able to accomplish nothing against the factiousness of his adversaries. “Farewell, august basilica” — it was with these words that Gregory took his leave from the Council of Constantinople — “Farewell, Holy Apostles... Farewell, episcopal see. Farewell, illustrious city, renowned for the ardor of your faith and love for Jesus Christ. Farewell, East and West for whom I have struggled so much and who have exposed me to such great battles. Farewell, my sons. Preserve the heritage entrusted to you. Remember my sufferings, and may the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be always with you.”

NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
The Great Teachers of the Church 
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Verse to memorize: 
	Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.

Hebrews 13:7


1. Name the Saint with the following attributes:
a) Speaker of Divine Things:

b) Composed the Liturgy we pray most often:

c) Strongly defended the Orthodox faith:

d) Wrongfully excommunicated by a Council:
e) Not afraid to reproach the queen for her sins:

f) A disciple of St. Cyril of Alexandria:

g) Formed a group of nuns under the leadership of his sister:

h) Great sermons gave him the name “Golden Mouthed:”

i) Wrote the best confirmation of the faith in the Holy Trinity:

2. Match the Saint with his diocese:

	St. John Chrysostom
	Bishop of Constantinople in 380 A.D.

	St. Basil the Great
	Patriarch of Alexandria

	St. Gregory the Theologian
	Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia

	St. Dioscorus
	Bishop of Constantinople in 397 A.D.


3. List the names of the Cappadocian fathers:










































( from Introduction to the Fathers of the Church, by Edizioni Istituto San Gaetano – Vicenza, Italy, 1987
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