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The Holy Spirit is at Work with Us 
Prayer: 
· Holy Spirit of God, let my whole life be yours. Grant me the spirit of submission and repentance. Let my tears be pure and guide me so that I may not be alone in the wilderness of this world that is full of thorns; do not leave me in the middle of the road. 

· I need your kind comfort, your acceptable intercession, and your precious instructions. O King of life, I promise that I will worship You and obey Your commandments all my life. 

· Holy Father, receive my soul, my life and my destiny. 

· Holy Son, dwell in my heart. 

· Holy Spirit, sanctify my body which is filled with sin, and purify me from the defilement of both body and soul; grant me a spiritual life so that I may walk in the way of the Spirit and not complete the lust of the flesh. 

Objective: 

· The work of the Holy Spirit in the believers
References 

· “The Holy Spirit and His work with the Soul,” Fr. Matta Al Miskin
· “The Holy Spirit between the New Birth and Continuous Renewal,” St. George Church, Sporting
Memory Verse: 

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). 

Introduction: 

I. Points of Resemblance from Real Life 


The fathers likened the work of the Holy Spirit in the soul to a treasure inside porcelain vessel; the vessel is our thick body. It is like a porous stone or a sponge filled with water; when you put it in your hand the water comes out of it spontaneously. The same happens with the grace of the Holy Spirit when united with the believer; it fills his mind, thoughts and life. Since a body without a soul is dead, so man without the work of the Holy Spirit is dead. 


There are several other similes that befit the secret work of the Holy Spirit and His support to the human soul. The following are examples: 


Oil in the lamp is like the Holy Spirit that gives light to the soul. The threads of a textile in vertical lines are weak but when interwoven with horizontal strong lines, strengthen the textile and its good quality. Fire makes iron easy to shape, and in the same manner the work of the Holy Spirit purifies the flesh. 

Lesson Outline: 
I. He Will Reprove Us of Sin 


As a woman lights her house with a lamp to search for a lost coin, the Holy Spirit reproves the repentant and awakens his conscience. When St. Peter delivered his fluent speech, the Holy Spirit pierced the hearts of the audience and those who crucified Christ, and when they heard it, they were convicted by their own conscience. “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles: Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus, ask for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:37, 38). 


The Holy Spirit gives man hope and encourages him to practice the work of repentance, so he rejoices in fasting, prayers and tears. But if man resists the work of the Holy Spirit, repentance become impossible and salvation cannot be attained. He who blasphemes the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. Blasphemy means that man insists on resisting the work of the Holy Spirit and refuses repentance altogether, adopting a sharp stand against the work of God, as Anannias, Caiaphas and Judas Iscariot did. 

II. He Sanctifies Us 


The Holy Spirit is the good, precious treasure; it is He that sanctifies the repentant, washes him then prepares him to become good vessels filled with virtues and gifts. “But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). 


In baptism, we put on a new dress; the Holy Spirit helps us keep that dress new and clean. 

III. The Process of Sanctification Means Continuous Struggle 

A. To attain virtues 


“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control” (Galatians 5:22). 

B. To attain gifts 


“And God has appointed in the Church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues” (1 Cor 12:28). 

IV. He Guides 


The Holy Spirit gives enlightenment. No one knows your thoughts but yourself; the soul of man knows man, and the Spirit of God knows the works of God and guides us to truth, all truth. 


He reminds us of the words of Christ in the time when we need His guidance. This Guide dwells in us and gives us advice. “But the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you; and His anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide in Him” (1 John 2:17). 


The Spirit guided the apostles, the disciples and the martyrs during persecutions; they spoke and bore witness before governors, rulers, and tyrants. They were never weak, and they never refrained from bearing witness. Jesus Christ gave a promise saying, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things” (John 14:26). 

V. He Comforts Us 


When the soul settles and rejoices with the work of the Holy Spirit in her, she becomes like a tree planted by streams of water that yields delightful fruit. The Holy Spirit gives her peace and joy so that grief disappears, toil is appealing, and the Lord fills our life with everlasting love and grants us good things. The joys of the world do not please the soul that was created in the image of God. The soul of a believer rejoices only in the Lord. 

VI. The Spirit Intercedes For Us 


This Greek word “Paraclete” is composed of two syllables: “Para,” meaning beside and “clete,” meaning an accused person in a court of law; therefore “Paraclete” means, in general, the defender or lawyer. 


The Holy Spirit defends us, intercedes for us and stands by us in the Divine Court of Justice; therefore, He is our only Comforter and perpetual Intercessor. “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words” (Romans 8:26). 

VII. He Sanctifies Us 


We said that the work of the Holy Spirit in the soul is like the work of fire in the flesh. He prints His mark in the flesh, and His mark cannot be erased. This happens in the Mystery of Confirmation, when man as a whole (body, thought, mind and heart) becomes the Holy Spirit’s possession. It is the fiery Spirit that prints the mark of Christ the King in us. “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and that temple you are” (1 Corinthians 3:16, 17). 

VIII. A Situation 

When sin wages war against you, and you hear the voice of the Holy Spirit shout in your heart, guiding you, what will you do? 

· Will you try to suppress the Divine Voice? 

· Will you be indifferent? 

· Will you be in favor of sin? 

· Or will you be in favor of the Spirit, subduing yourself to Him and offering true repentance? 

Applications: 

· From the Prayer Book, study by heart the third hour passages; they are all about the Holy Spirit. 

· Obey the Lord and follow His commandments. Seek the effectiveness of the Holy Spirit in your prayers all the time. When you live in the truth, the flame of the Holy Spirit will move your heart. When you love the commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ, your heart will be kindled with the fire of the Spirit. 



The Works of the Holy Spirit

St. Basil the Great
Early Church Father & Doctor of the Church

[image: image5.emf]This excerpt from St. Basil the Great's landmark work On the Holy Spirit (Cap. 9, 22-23: PG 32, 107-110), written about 360AD, is used in the Liturgy's Office of Readings during the days between the Feast of the Ascension and Feast of Pentecost, on Tuesday of the 7th week of Easter. It is a marvelous expression of faith in the Holy Ghost as fully divine, the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity. It also describes the works of the Holy Spirit in the Christian life.


The titles given to the Holy Spirit must surely stir the soul of anyone who hears them, and make him realize that they speak of nothing less than the Supreme Being. Is He not called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, the steadfast Spirit, and the guiding Spirit? But His principal and most personal title is the Holy Spirit.


To the Spirit all creatures turn in their need for sanctification; all living things seek Him according to their ability. His breath empowers each to achieve its own natural end.


The Spirit is the source of holiness, a spiritual light, and He offers his own light to every mind to help it in its search for truth. By nature, the Spirit is beyond the reach of our mind, but we can know Him by his goodness. The power of the Spirit fills the whole universe, but He gives Himself only to those who are worthy, acting in each according to the measure of his faith.


Simple in himself, the Spirit is manifold in His mighty works. The whole of His being is present to each individual; the whole of His being is present everywhere. Though shared in by many, He remains unchanged; His Self-giving is no loss to Himself. Like the sunshine, which permeates all the atmosphere, spreading over land and sea, and yet is enjoyed by each person as though it were for him alone, so the Spirit pours forth His grace in full measure, sufficient for all, and yet is present as though exclusively to everyone who can receive Him. To all creatures that share in Him, He gives a delight limited only by their own nature, not by His ability to give.


The Spirit raises our hearts to heaven, guides the steps of the weak, and brings to perfection those who are making progress. He enlightens those who have been cleansed from every stain of sin and makes them spiritual by communion with Himself.


As clear, transparent substances become very bright when sunlight falls on them and shine with a new radiance, so also souls in whom the Spirit, become spiritual themselves and a source of grace for others.


From the Spirit comes foreknowledge of the future, understanding of the mysteries of faith, insight into the hidden meaning of Scripture, and other special gifts. Through the Spirit we become citizens of heaven; we enter into eternal happiness, and abide in God. Through the Spirit we acquire a likeness to God; indeed, we attain what is beyond our most sublime aspirations - we become God.

The Feast of Pentecost 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit(
Reference:       Acts 2; John 14:15-31 

Golden Verse: 

"The Spirit Himself makes intercession for us."  Romans 8:26
Lesson Goals: 

1. The Holy Spirit in our life 

2. The Holy Spirit in the Church 

Lesson Notes: 

3. We could receive the Holy Spirit 

a) The Mysteries 

b) Prayer 

c) The Holy Bible (the Word of God) 

4. Fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5): 

a) Love 

b) Joy 

c) Peace 

d) Patience 

e) Kindness 

f) Goodness 

g) Faithfulness 

h) Gentleness 

i) Self-control 

5. The role of the Holy Spirit in our life: 

a) Teacher and reminder (John 14:26) 

b) Intercessor for us (Romans 8:26) 

c) Comforter and counselor (John 14: 26) 

d) Sanctifies (I Corinthians 6:11) 

e) Guides us to the truth (I John 4:1-6) 

f) Source of wisdom (I Corinthians 2:6-11) 

g) Helper in need (Luke 12:8-12) 


Litany of the Third Hour

1. Thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, which Thou sent forth upon Thy holy disciples, and Thine honorable Apostles at the third hour; This, take not away from us, O Good-one, but renew Him within us. Create in me a clean heart, O God and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 


Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit
2. O Lord, Who at the third hour, didst send down Thy Holy Spirit upon Thy Holy disciples and honorable Apostles, This take not away from us, O Good-one, but renew Him within us we beseech Thee, O Christ our Lord and Word and Son of God. A righteous and life-giving Spirit, a Spirit of prophecy and purity. A Spirit of sanctification, righteousness and power, O Almighty-one. For Thou art the Light of our souls, O Thou who enlightens every man that comes into the world and have mercy on us. 
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Now and forever and unto the ages of all ages, Amen
3. O Theotokos, Thou art the True Vine, bearing the Fruit of Life, we ask Thee, O Thou full of grace, together with the apostles, for the salvation of our souls. Blessed be the Lord our God. Blessed be the Lord day by day. The God of our salvation shall prosper us along the way. 
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Now and forever and unto the ages of all ages, Amen
4. O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere present, and fillest all things, O Treasury of good, and bestower of life, come and dwell in us, and cleanse us from every stain, and save, O Good-One, our souls. 
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Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit
5.  As Thou wast with Thy disciples, O Savior, and gavest them peace, Come also and be with us, and save us, and deliver our souls. 

[image: image4.png]Ke vt ke &F Ke IC TOYC EWUNAC TWN  EOMON. A seHit.



 
Now and forever and unto the ages of all ages, Amen
6. When we stand in Thy Holy temple, we are counted as those standing in heaven. Thou art the gate of heaven, O Theotokos; open unto us the door of mercy. 


NAME: ____________________________
first                                       last                                      .
The Holy Spirit is at Work with Us 
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Verse to Memorize: 

	But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.

Acts 1:8


1. Complete the functions of the Holy Spirit in our lives:

a) Sanc_____ us to attain virtues and gifts

b) Gu____ us into all truth

c) Rep______ us of sin

d) Com_____ us in hard times
e) Inter______ on our behalf

2. The Holy Spirit resembles:
_________ in a lamp that gives light

_________ which makes iron easy to shape

3. The ________________ convicts man to _____________ from sin. But if man ______________ the work of the Holy Spirit, repentance becomes _____________ and salvation cannot be attained.
4. List the fruits of the Holy Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5:

5. List the gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in I Corinthians 12:

6. What does the Greek word “Paraclete” mean? 
7. “Do you not know that your body is a ____________ of the Holy Spirit. You are not your ___________; you were bought with a _____________.  So ____________ God in your body, and in your spirit, which are ___________.” I Cor 6:1__










































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.
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