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The Poor 
Objective: 
As you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me. 

References: 

· “The Paradise of the Soul, Part 2,” Anba Youannis
· “Our love for our brethren the Poor,” Fr. Tadros Yacoub
· “The Life of Anba Abraam, the Bishop of Fayoom,” Al Mahaba Library
Memory Verse: 

“Truly, I say to you as you did it to one of the least of these brethren; you did it to me” (Matthew 25:35-40). 

Introduction: 

I. How Great The Poor Are? 


It is said that the Lord Christ appeared to one of the pious believers, talked to him and encouraged him to continue his struggle; during their conversation, a poor man knocked at the door and the man politely took permission and went out to give the poor man his needs. When the pious man came back, he apologized for leaving his Master, but the Lord said to him, “You are blessed my beloved, if you had not left Me to serve him, I would have left you to serve him.” 


No body knows the value of the poor except he who has the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ, glory be to Him, who made Himself of no reputation, took upon Him the form of a servant and was made in the likeness of men to free us from the bondage of sin. He made Himself a poor man to enrich our souls with His righteousness and the gifts of His Holy Spirit; in this way, the poor makes us free from the bondage of materials and the selfishness of our old man. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Amos and James are the Prophets of Justice 


In the Old Testament, Amos reproached people for their injustice and for robbing the poor and the weak of their money. He said, “Hear this you who swallow up the needy and make the poor of the land fail …, saying that we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and sell the refuse of the wheat” (Amos 8:4-6). 


In the New Testament, we read from the epistle of St. James the apostle: “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them ‘Depart in peace, be warmed and filled’, but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:14-17). 

II. A Bishop Serves the Poor 


Church history tells us that Anba Sarabamon, Bishop of Menoufya (in the 19th century), used to walk disguised at night, carrying a heavy basket full of needs for the poor. One of the servants of the Patriarchate in Cairo took him for a thief, so he walked behind him, till he saw him stand at a door. 


The bishop knocked at the door, and the door opened. The bishop gave the basket to the man who opened the door and went back without saying a word. The man whose name was Hanna the Carpenter, arrested him, but to his astonishment he saw that he was Anba Sarabamun, the Bishop of Menoufya. The Bishop used to carry flour and wheat to the poor families that were too shy to ask for charity. 


Pope John II the Merciful devoted two days per week to serve the poor and visit the sick. Anba Abraam, the Bishop of Fayoum used to leave his cell open for anyone who needed charity. He used to raise his cushion under which he had put money and say to the poor men, “Come in and take what you want.” God blessed his alms, and his cell was always full of money and presents. It was also crowded with the poor who took what they needed and rejoiced. 


Anba Sarabamon the monk went to Alexandria one day, and there he saw a needy man in the market. The man was without clothes, so he said to himself, “How do I, who is considered patient as a monk, wear clothes and this man is naked. I am sure that this man is Christ, and He is suffering from severe cold. With a brave heart, he jumped up and took off his clothes and gave them to that needy man. Then he sat on the ground, and the Gospel was in his hand. A rich man passing him saw him in that state and he said to him, “Anba Sarabamon, who undressed you and made you naked?” Anba Sarabamon pointed to the Gospel and said, “It is this that made me naked.” After the man had dressed him, Anba Sarabamon left the place, but he found a man in debt and the creditor was taking hold of him; the man had no money to pay back his debt. So Anba Sarabamon sold his copy of the Gospel and gave the price to the man who was in debt. When his disciple saw him, he said, “Teacher, where is your Gospel?” The man said, “My son, I sold it... It kept telling me, ‘Sell your property and give the needy.’” 

III. Why Do We Care For The Poor? 


The Lord ordered us to care for the poor, for they are His brethren. The Lord said, “As you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” 


It is He who said that on the day of Judgment, He will say to the righteous, “I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, I was naked and you clothed Me,... Lord when did we see you hungry and feed Thee, or thirsty and give Thee drink? Truly, I say to you as you did it to one of the least of these brethren; you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:35-40). 


Because almsgiving is one of the works of the Holy Spirit and an indication that we have attained brotherly love, the apostle says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” 


Almsgiving is evidence of our living membership in the Body of Christ; “If one member suffers, all suffer together, if one member is honored all rejoice together.” (1 Corinthians 12:26). 


The apostle wanted three things of us: to be completely united, not to be divided, and to care for others. 


St. Augustine said when he spoke about the spiritual and social cooperation among believers that when gazelles wander in the pastures, each one leans its head on the other. The first gazelle walks before them as a guide and the others follow it, each one leaning its head on the one in front of it. When the gazelle in front feels tired, it goes behind the herd to have rest by leaning its head on the gazelle in the back, and so on, each in its turn. Likewise, our teacher St. Paul addresses us saying, “Bear one another’s burden, and so fulfill the Law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). 

Applications: 

· Gather some articles about the problem of poverty from newspapers and magazines. 

· Practice visiting others and carrying presents and good things to the brethren of Jesus; dedicate a part of your income to the service of the needy. 

· Pray for the poor, so that the Lord may give them what they need. 

· Encourage the rich people and their relatives to employ the unemployed and to give them what they need. 

· Think of some social projects for fighting poverty. 

· Remember: If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:15-17). 

Conclusion/Questions 

1. The Lord gives the poor a great position in the Church; what is it? 

2. Tell us some stories from the history of the Church to show that the Church cares for the poor. 

3. Why does the Church care for the poor? 

4. What is the best way that should be taken to serve them?
Recommended Viewing:

· Click on icon to view:  







1. "Six years you shall sow your land and gather in its produce, but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. In like manner you shall do with your vineyard and your olive grove.” Ex 23:10,11
2. “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, lest-when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God …” Deut 8:11-14
3. "If there is among you a poor man of your brethren, within any of the gates in your land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother, but you shall open your hand wide to him and willingly lend him sufficient for his need, whatever he needs. Beware lest there be a wicked thought in your heart, saying, 'The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand,' and your eye be evil against your poor brother and you give him nothing, and he cry out to the Lord against you, and it become sin among you. You shall surely give to him, and your heart should not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the Lord your God will bless you in all your works and in all to which you put your hand. For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore I command you, saying, 'You shall open your hand wide to your brother, to your poor and your needy, in your land.'” Deut 15:7-11
4. "When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it afterward; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.” Deut 24:19-21

5. “The wicked borrows and does not repay, but the righteous shows mercy and gives. For those blessed by Him shall inherit the earth, But those cursed by Him shall be cut off. The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, And He delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the Lord upholds him with His hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lends; and his descendants are blessed.” Ps 37:21-26

6. “Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the first-fruits of all your increase; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.” Prov3:9,10

7. “He who has a generous eye will be blessed, for he gives of his bread to the poor.” Prov 22:9
8. “He who gives to the poor will not lack, but he who hides his eyes will have many curses.” Prov 28:27
9. "Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; when you see the naked, that you cover him, and not hide yourself from your own flesh? Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall spring forth speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and He will say, 'Here I am.' If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, if you extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and your darkness shall be as the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your bones; you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.” Is 6:11

10. “As water extinguishes a blazing fire, so almsgiving atones for sin.” Sir 3:30

11. “Be a father to orphans, and be like a husband to their mother; you will then be like a son of the Most High, and he will love you more than does your mother.” Sir 4:10

12. “Prayer with fasting is good, but better than both is almsgiving with righteousness. A little with righteousness is better than wealth with wrongdoing.  It is better to give alms than to lay up gold.  For almsgiving saves from death and purges away every sin. Those who give alms will enjoy a full life.” Tobi 12:8-9

13. “Atone for your sins with righteousness, and your iniquities with mercy to the oppressed, so that your prosperity may be prolonged.” Dan 4:27 

14. “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You? And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'” Matt 25:31-40

15. “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.’” Mk 12:41-44

16. "But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.” Lk 6:35,36
17. "Give and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you." Lk 6:38
18. "But rather give alms of such things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you.” Lk 11:41
19. Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?' So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."' But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?' So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." Lk 12:16:21

20. "Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Lk 12:33,34

21. "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.' Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.' Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'" Lk 16:19-31

22. “Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common … Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.” Acts 4:32-35
23. “And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'” Acts 20:35
24. “Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.” I Tim 6:17-19

25. “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.” James 1:27
26. “But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” I John 3:17,18

(Not Complete)


Supplemental Notes( on
The Poor

1. God, in His great wisdom, allowed monetary differences between people, so there could be opportunities for doing good and attaining virtues with what accompanies them of blessings.
2. Our Lord Jesus Christ clarified for us an important principle when He said, “Give whoever asks you.” (Luke 6:39 & Matt 5:42) And the commandment is clear and direct; we are not responsible for analyzing the conditions of those who ask us for alms. The reward is given based on our intentions in giving the alms. And the wisdom of the Lord Christ in this is that we should not make ourselves judges, examining the personal conditions of people, but we should be worshipers; we should be in the image of our Heavenly Father, “whose sun shines on the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and the wicked.”
3. But what if a person asks for alms, but I know that he is a swindler or that he will spend it in a bad way, like getting drunk? 
In that case, if you are certain of that person’s behavior as stated, then you should abstain from helping him. It’s not possible that the Lord Christ intended with the command to “give whoever ask you” that we should help people practice evil.
4. The acts of mercy and charity are requirements for entry into the Kingdom of Heaven. The last image of judgment day is revealed to us, when the righteous will be commended as He says, “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me … Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”
5. You might think that when you give alms to a poor person that you’re doing good things for him, but on the contrary, you’re giving yourself the opportunity of getting a great blessing.

6. It’s impossible, even if we complete 10,000 good deeds, to enter the Kingdom of Heaven without almsgiving.

7. Some Blessings of Almsgiving:

a. Almsgiving delivers from evil and sickness: “Blessed is he who considers the poor; The Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The Lord will preserve him and keep him alive, and he will be blessed on the earth; You will not deliver him to the will of his enemies. The Lord will strengthen him on his bed of illness; You will sustain him on his sickbed.” Ps 41:1-3
b. Almsgiving delivers from sin: “Almsgiving atones for sin.” Sir 3:30 (Note: Mercy to the poor aids our plea to God for forgiveness, but of course, there’s no forgiveness without repentance. He who is merciful to others will gain God’s mercy and blessing of repentance for the forgiveness of his sins.)
c. Almsgiving delivers from death: “For almsgiving saves from death.” Tobi 4:11 St. John Chrysostom says, “Doesn’t a man who is sentenced to death give everything he has to be rescues? How about you; can’t you give something to be rescued from eternal death?”
d. Whoever has mercy and gives to the poor will never be in need, neither he nor his sons. “I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lends; and his descendants are blessed.” Ps 37:25 & 26
e. Almsgiving blesses with material richness: "Give and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you." Lk 6:38
f. Almsgiving brings inner joy: “You cannot live happy if you live for yourself only.” (Senika the Philosopher)
g. There are many other blessings which the Lord mentioned for those who keep His commandments.

8. How we should give alms:

a. As Paying Dues: We pay a portion of what God gave us. “For all things come from You, and of Your own we have given You.” I Chr 29:14
b. With love: Every virtue that lacks love is rejected by God. “But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” I John 3:17,18 
“If a man would give for love all the wealth of his house, It would be utterly despised.” Song of Songs 8:7
c. Free-willing: “not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver” II Cor 9:7 
“According to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing.” II Cor 8:3
d. In Self-denial: "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.” Matt 6:1-4 
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.” Col 3:23,24
e. As Generously as Possible: If we are God’s children, we should be like our Heavenly Father who “gives to all liberally and without reproach” James 1:5
“He who gives, with liberality” Rom 12:8
“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” II Cor 9:6
f. Cheerfully: “for God loves a cheerful giver.” II Cor 9:7 St. John Chrysostom says, “The merciful man is a great and generous man; he gives cheerfully and eagerly, without sadness or frowning. He measures in his mind that he’s the winner and the one benefiting; he’s giving to himself and not losing.”
g. From Honest Gain: "Yet you say, 'In what way have we despised Your name?' You offer defiled food on My altar. But say, 'In what way have we defiled You?' By saying, 'The table of the Lord is contemptible.' And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you favorably? Says the Lord of hosts. But now entreat God's favor, that He may be gracious to us. While this is being done by your hands, will He accept you favorably? Says the Lord of hosts. Who is there even among you who would shut the doors, so that you would not kindle fire on My altar in vain? I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, nor will I accept an offering from your hands.” Mal 1:6-10
If God would not accept Cain’s offering because it wasn’t from the best he had, what would happen if we offer from what’s gained by greed or oppression?

9. The Tithe:

a. The Era Before the Law:

i. Abraham gave a tithe of everything he had to Melchizedek, priest of God the Most High, and he obtained a blessing from him. (Gen 14:20)

ii. Jacob, the father of the patriarchs, made a vow after God blessed him and alleviated his fears and said, “If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God. And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You."
b. The Era of the Law:

i. "You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year by year. And you shall eat before the Lord your God, in the place where He chooses to make His name abide, the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always.” (Deut 14:22,23)
ii. Types of Tithes in the Old Testament:
1. The first tithe: the Law required it from the Jews for God as “holy to the Lord” (Lev 27:30). This tithe could not be pardoned, redeemed, or substituted.  

2. A tithe for celebrating seasons & feasts can be redeemed or pardoned (Deut 14:22-27)
3. A tithe for the poor, the needy, and the strangers offered once every 3 years (Deut 14:28,29)

4. A tithe for the House of God (Deut 12:5,6,11): “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” says the Lord of hosts; “and all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land,” says the Lord of hosts. (Mal 3:10-12)
iii. A Curse for Those who won’t tithe: “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, 'In what way have we robbed You?' In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even this whole nation.” (Mal 3:8,9)
c. The New Testament:
i. Christ declared that He did not come to abolish the Law but to fulfill it (Mat 5:17). The tithe commandment is one of the commandments that was not deleted in the New Testament, but it appeared in a more exalted state in the shadow of the blessings of the New Testament.
ii. Regarding the tithe, Christ the Lord said, “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Mat 5:20) This was the starting point of exceeding the tithe to the point of selling everything in order to give alms: “Sell what you have and give alms.” (Luke 12:33) “But rather give alms of such things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you.” (Luke 11:41) 
iii. During the 1st Century:
1. “Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common … Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.” (Acts 4:32-35)
2. To the churches of Galatia and Corinth, St. Paul the Apostle wrote, “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also. On the first day of the week, let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.” (I Cor 16:1,2)
3. Likewise, in St. Paul’s two epistles to St. Timothy, concerning the Church’s money problem, there’s no indication of tithing or any specific amount to be given.
iv. During the 2nd Century:
St. Irenaeus says, “Our Lord came to extend and spread the Law; instead of strict commandments, He instituted principles. Instead of tithing, man should give all his money to the poor. While the Jews considered tithing to God a strict commandment, those who attained freedom from the Law gave all their money to serve God in joy and free will, offering not less but in accordance to their great hope.”
v. During the 3rd Century:

St. Cyprian lamented on the decline in alms-giving, saying, “Therefore, they used to sell their houses and possessions, but now we don’t even tithe. And when the Lord commands us to sell, we instead buy and expand.”
vi. During the 4th Century:

St. Ambrose says, “God reserved the tithe for Himself, and it’s not right for man to keep what God reserved for Himself. He gave you 90% and reserved for Himself 10%, and if you won’t give God 10%, He will take from you the 90%.”

St. John Chrysostom says, “The Jews gave the tithe, but now we’re surprised when someone is tithing; isn’t this a shame? If it was dangerous to neglect tithing under the Law, how dangerous is it today?”
vii. During the 5th Century:
St. Augustine in one of his commentaries says, “The wealth of our ancestors increased of every kind for this reason: they used to tithe and give taxes to Caesar. But now we find the opposite; the offering to God has stopped and the expense drainage has expanded. We were not ready to portion the tithe for God, and now everything is plundered.”

viii. Conclusion: 
The Lord Christ teaches us to give more than the tithe, which was the specified amount under the Law of the Old Testament. In the age of grace, our righteousness should surpass that of the Scribes and Pharisees. Christianity, which offers us love at its best picture, requests us to give according to our ability because this is part of showing love.
(Not Complete)

 










































( Paradise of the Spirit (Part 2), His Grace Bishop Youannis of Blessed Memory, Late Bishop of Gharbia, Anba Reweis Offset, Abasia – Cairo, translated into English by Ossama Ekladious





6

[image: image2.jpg]


_1296324870.unknown

