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A Cloud of Witness 

Objective: 

· To introduce the feeling of the Saints’ presence in the church
Memory Verse: 

“We are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1). 

References 

· “The Life of the Orthodox Prayer” 
Introduction 


When we look around us, we see that the icons of Saints surround us and we feel that we live moments of holy worship in fellowship with the Saints; one kingdom ties us all, the kingdom of God. When we look upwards, we see the domes of our churches in the form of a sky adorned with stars and clouds and full of the angels of the Lord. The Church teaches us that heaven is near to us with all her powers and hosts; through prayers, heaven is at hand and the dimensions of time and place disappear. This holy fellowship gets us out of this material world to the indefinite spiritual world, where the invisible hosts of Angels and Saints dwell. 

Lesson Outlines: 

The Spiritual World 


We may remember Jacob’s dream in which he saw a ladder on the earth and its top was in the sky; the angels of God were coming down and going up. The Lord was standing at its top and said to him, “I am with you. I will keep you safe wherever you go. I shall not leave you.” When Jacob got up, he said, “The Lord is in this place and I did not know?” He was afraid and said, “This is the House of God and this is the gate of heaven” (Genesis 28:15-17). He built an altar and called the place Bethel, i.e. the House of God. After a few years, Jacob met with God’s angel on his way to Bethel and struggled with him till dawn. He said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me” (Genesis 32:26). 


One of the visions of heaven which Daniel saw, he described by saying, "I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.” (Daniel 7:9,10). 


John the Beloved wrote in the Book of Revelation, “After that I looked and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from all tribes and people and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands... And all the angels stood around the throne” (Revelation 7:9-11). 

A cloud of Witnesses 


St. Paul the Apostle mentions the same hosts of Saints described above and makes us feel their presence: “Therefore since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses…” (Hebrews 12:1). 

We get rid of all hindrances to our prayers and things that occupy our mind and disperse the thoughts that drives us far away from God. We feel the presence of all the Saints with us. 

Conclusion: 


Prayer and worship are the two things that bring the earthly saints together with the heavenly Saints. Let us pray with reverence and respect, sharing the prayer and worship to God with the heavenly. 

Applications: 

· When you pray, do you feel the presence of the Saints during worship in the church? 

· Develop friendship with the Saints that surround us during prayers. 


COMMEMORATION OF THE SAINTS(
Bishop Mettaous
[image: image1]The communion of Saints represent the “cloud of witnesses” which surrounds the believers and to which the Apostle Paul referred to in saying, “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensure us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin” (Heb.12:1-4).


As we mention the names in the “Communion of the Saints,” we remember their life stories and recall their virtues and love towards our beloved Lord. They sacrificed themselves for the Lord and had no regard for the comfort of their bodies; “And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity of return” (Heb.11:15), but they endured everything for their great love to Christ the King. 
Each of them offered himself as an oblation, in one form or another, to God.


It was as though the heart of the Virgin Mary had been pierced with a sword when she shared the Sacrifice of her Son on the Cross.

· St. John, the forerunner, was beheaded because he preached the coming of Christ and told the people to repent.

· St. Mark served and preached the Name of Christ to the people until he was dragged along the streets of Alexandria and was martyred.

· St. Severus, St. Discoros and St. Athanasios all defended the faith, even to death.

· St. Peter, the Seal of Martyrs, was slain for his people, like He who had been slain for the world.

· St. John Chrysostom was slain for his impartiality.

· The three hundred and eighteen fathers assembled at Nicea, the one hundred and fifty fathers assembled at Constantinople, and the two hundred fathers assembled at Ephesus were all a testimony to the Lord in defending the Apostolic Faith.

· Abba Anthony and Abba Paula left the world and followed Jesus, enduring many spiritual hardships until the end. They were dead to this world, living in the mountains and the wilderness because of their great love for Jesus Christ. Abba Macarius tolerated iniquity and humiliation until death, like Jesus who endured disgrace.

· The powerful Abba Moses the Black offered true repentance and wrestled with sin until death. 
We give thanks to God, “Having provided something for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us” (Heb.11:40).
“And a white robe was given to each of them, and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they had been, was completed” (Rev.6:11).
THE DIPTYCH


If the priest so wishes, he says the diptych from St. Cyril’s Liturgy, which is said in an emotional, mournful tune. If the priest does not pray this part, he prays silently, after the Commemoration, the following passage, saying, “Remember, O Lord, all those who passed over to You; all the clergy and all the laity, repose their souls in the bosoms of our saintly fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the Paradise of joy, in the place from which grief, sorrow and sighing have fled, in the light of your Saints.” He then adds a spoonful of incense to the censer and mentions the names of those whose souls are reposed, saying, “Those, O Lord, who have passed over to You in the Paradise of Delight...” This is St. Basil’s Diptych, which is prayed even if St. Cyril’s Diptych was prayed.

Some Points on the Diptych:

· On Maundy Thursday’s Liturgy, neither the Commemoration nor the Diptych are prayed because the Church is totally preoccupied in contemplating the Lord’s sufferings and death.

· The above mentioned diptych is not sung in the mournful tune on Sundays, feast days or Eastertide.

· Some priests prefer to pray the passage that begins with, “Remember O Lord...” from the Liturgy of St. Gregory, with its wonderful tune, during the Lordly Feasts and Eastertide, instead of “Those O Lord...”


After St. Basil’s Diptych, the priest says, “Guide us into Your Kingdom ...” and ends with, “Peace be with you all.”


All of this he says without doing the sign of the Cross on the congregation because, as mentioned previously, after the Holy Spirit has descended upon the Sacraments and we are in the Presence of Christ, it is not permitted to do the sign of the Cross on the people or to look Westward, facing away from the Sacrifice.


 Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
A Cloud of Witness 
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1. What reminds us of the presence of Angels & Saints in church?
2. Mention a Biblical dream or vision that confirms the presence of Angels & Saints with us on earth:
3. Mention an account in the Holy Bible which proves that departed Saints know our current affairs on earth:
4. What should we do if we get an urge to laugh for any reason inside church?

5. Who is your patron Saint? ______________________________
6. When does the Church celebrate your patron Saint’s feast? _________________________
7. What virtue do you like about your patron Saint? _________________________________
We are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses.


Hebrews 12:1








( The Spirituality of the Rites of the Holy Litrugy in the Coptic Orthodox Church, Bishop Mettaous, Bishop of St. Mary’s Monastry – El Sorian
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