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David's Sins, Results and Repentance
Objective: 
· To contemplate on the causes and results of sinning and the acceptable repentance towards God
References: 

· The Holy Bible 

· "The Life of David," by Frederick Brotherton Meyer, translated into Arabic by Fr. Marcous Dawoud
· "The Dynamics of the Cross in Our Life," by the departed Fr. Bishoy Kamel
· "Fighting Temptation," A Sermon by H.G. Bishop Youssef to the Youth
Memory Verse: 

“Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done [this] evil in Your sight.” Psalm 51:4
Introduction: 

· Reading: 2 Samuel: 11 

· David was chosen by God from among many brothers; "I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart” Acts 13:22. 

Lesson Outlines: 

1- Causes of sinning to God: 
“Oh, how did you fall, you, the tall structure?”
	David before becoming a king 
	David after becoming a king (prior to sinning)

	• He was escaping from Saul. No place to rest and completely dependent on God. 


	• He had established a kingdom and started to depend on his strength and power. 



	• He was brave and courageous, based on his strong faith in God and always was in the front line fighting against the enemies of God. E.g. against Goliath; “Today the Lord will deliver you into my hands.” (1 Sam 17:46). 


	• He started to worry about himself and stayed home while his people are fighting for him. He simply had nothing to do; he slept as much as he could and rested his body. 



	• He was content with the little he had and thanked God in every thing. God was the source of his joy and happiness. 


	• He had many wives, which was against the law of Moses. He started to indulge himself and seek temporary, earthly pleasures. 




2- Sinning to God 

Bad desire (Thought) Evil act (Adultery) Murder!

· If David were, during this time, living the life of continuous repentance and confession, examining every thought, then he would not have sinned. But, since he was relaxing too much, his spirituality started to deteriorate and he fell in the bigger sin, which started off by a thought or a bad desire. 

· David stayed for a whole year not wanting to repent from his sin. Instead, he tried his best to cover it, which led him to commit a more dreadful sin. 

· The nobleness of Uriah the Hittite is revealed when he refused to even go to his home to rest and be with his wife, Bathsheba, while the people of God were fighting. Instead of admiring his noble act, David made him carry a letter to Joab to simply get Uriah killed in the battle and Bathsheba to be his wife. This is what sinning can do to us; it makes us blind and self-centered. 

3- Repentance 

· 
Read 2 Sam. 12 

· 
God revealed his sin; retell the parable that Nathan the prophet told to David.
· “You are the man! Thus says the Lord… Why have you despised the commandment of the Lord?”
· David’s confession: “I have sinned against God.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.” That shows how merciful God is to the repentant soul. Even though God hates sin so much, He is also so compassionate and loving. Nothing can stop the fountain of His love for the repentant soul. As soon as David confessed his sin, God granted him forgiveness, just as a loving father awaits the return of His prodigal son. 

· David wept bitterly and wrote, “Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done [this] evil in Your sight…” (Psalm 51). David lived the rest of his life repenting from his sins with a contrite heart and left us a treasure of Psalms for the Church and the whole world to benefit from. Perhaps the end of his life was stronger than the beginning. 

· “Oh, repentance, you have made a virgin out of an adulterous.”
4- Consequence of Sin: 


The sin was forgiven, but the consequence of sinning must follow: 

1- “The sword will not depart your home.” (Absalom’s treason) 

2- “The son that is born to you will die.”
3- “God will take your wives and given them to others.”
4- “Evil will arise from your home.”

Yet, God’s mercy to His repentant soul converts the results of sinning into a purifying fire. He allows tribulations and sufferings so that the soul would be decorated and beautiful, to be wed to her Heavenly Groom. “Behold, you [are] fair, my love!” (Song of Songs 4:1) 

Conclusion: 


If we feed our mind with Christ, the output would be good deeds; whereas, if we feed our minds with evil, worldly desires, the output is bad deeds. 

Applications: 

· Let’s be aware of our free time and try to occupy our selves and our mind with useful, spiritual work (Any service to the church…). A vacant mind is a factory for the devil. 

· Let’s live the life of scrutiny. Let’s examine every thought on a daily base and be very cautious about what we hear or see. We should train our eyes to see the images of Christ on the Cross as the Good Shepherd, etc. so that we do not allow our selves to see images of this world. Any thing evil that we get to see or hear gets stored in our mind and becomes copy righted to the devil. Thus, in any time of weakness or slumbers, the devil replays those images to us, with modifications, so that we may fall in sin. Yet, if our minds are occupied with the images of Christ on the Cross and His life-giving words, there will be no room for any worldly image or thought. 

· Let’s struggle against sin till bloodshed, as St. Paul says, and not feel sorry or find excuses for our selves. Remember the martyr who was tied on a bed and an evil woman was brought to him in order to try to make him fall in sin. He could not do anything but cut off his tongue and spit it in her face. For those saints, it was better to sacrifice their blood than to offend God. 

· Let’s live the live of continuous repentance. 

· Nothing could stop the love of God to mankind. The only thing that could hurt the human soul is to keep the sins inside and not confess them. The saints knew that repentance is what brings them close to God, so they lived their life repenting from every sin. Hence, they enjoyed the warmth of being in the Bosom of the Father and tasting the Kingdom of Heaven while still on earth.




II Samuel 11

	1
	It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

	2
	Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king's house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold.

	3
	So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?"

	4
	Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.

	5
	And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, "I am with child."

	6
	Then David sent to Joab, saying, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent Uriah to David.

	7
	When Uriah had come to him, David asked how Joab was doing, and how the people were doing, and how the war prospered.

	8
	And David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house and wash your feet." So Uriah departed from the king's house, and a gift of food from the king followed him.

	9
	But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house.

	10
	So when they told David, saying, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David said to Uriah, "Did you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?"

	11
	And Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields. Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing."

	12
	Then David said to Uriah, "Wait here today also, and tomorrow I will let you depart." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next.

	13
	Now when David called him, he ate and drank before him; and he made him drunk. And at evening he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

	14
	In the morning it happened that David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah.

	15
	And he wrote in the letter, saying, "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from him, that he may be struck down and die."

	16
	So it was, while Joab besieged the city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where he knew there were valiant men.

	17
	Then the men of the city came out and fought with Joab. And some of the people of the servants of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also.

	18
	Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war,

	19
	and charged the messenger, saying, "When you have finished telling the matters of the war to the king,

	20
	if it happens that the king's wrath rises, and he says to you: 'Why did you approach so near to the city when you fought? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall?

	21
	'Who struck Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Was it not a woman who cast a piece of a millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go near the wall?'-then you shall say, 'Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.' "

	22
	So the messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent by him.

	23
	And the messenger said to David, "Surely the men prevailed against us and came out to us in the field; then we drove them back as far as the entrance of the gate.

	24
	"The archers shot from the wall at your servants; and some of the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also."

	25
	Then David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab: 'Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your attack against the city, and overthrow it.' So encourage him."

	26
	When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband.

	27
	And when her mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.


II Samuel 12:1-25
	1
	Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: "There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor.

	2
	"The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds.

	3
	"But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him.

	4
	"And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him."

	5
	So David's anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die!

	6
	"And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity."

	7
	Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul.

	8
	'I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more!

	9
	'Why have you despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon.

	10
	'Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.'

	11
	"Thus says the Lord: 'Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.

	12
	'For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.' "

	13
	So David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." And Nathan said to David, "The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.

	14
	"However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die."

	15
	Then Nathan departed to his house. And the Lord struck the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and it became ill.

	16
	David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground.

	17
	So the elders of his house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he would not, nor did he eat food with them.

	18
	Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, "Indeed, while the child was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can we tell him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!"

	19
	When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the child was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, "Is the child dead?" And they said, "He is dead."

	20
	So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate.

	21
	Then his servants said to him, "What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food."

	22
	And he said, "While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who can tell whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?'

	23
	"But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me."

	24
	Then David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her and lay with her. So she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. Now the Lord loved him,

	25
	and He sent word by the hand of Nathan the prophet: So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord.



KING DAVID SINS(
Bible Reading:  II Samuel 11 and 12
Golden Verses: 
· “Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes.” Song of Solomon 2: 15
· “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it m the lusts thereof.” Romans 6: 12
· “If we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9
Lesson Aims:

1. How sin can affect our lives.

2. How to confess our sins.

Lesson Notes:

1. When are we most vulnerable to sin?

a) When we relax
b) When we neglect our spiritual life
2. How one sin can lead to another:
a) David was watching Bathsheba.

b) He then committed adultery with her.

c) Adultery led to the killing of Uriah.

3. The devil tempts us through our weaknesses.

a) Could anyone have thought David would fall?

b) Through lust, the devil tempted David.

4. Nathan reminds David of his sin.

a) God does not leave us to live in sin.

b) He reminds us of our sins and shows us how to be right.

c) This is an example of God's unlimited love for us.

5. The result of sin:
a) Bathsheba's child died.

b) The price of sin is death and no one is exempted.

6. David repents:
a) We see David's repentance in his Psalms when he says, "Have mercy upon me, O God..." (See Psalms 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, and 143)

7. What happens when we repent?

a) We are forgiven.

b) Bathsheba had another child afterwards.

c) The child, Solomon, would become king after David.

NOTE: For younger children, the story Nathan told David about the lamb can be taught (Bible Reading - II Samuel 12:1-7)


 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
David's Sins, Results and Repentance
Read: II Samuel chapters 11 & 12
[image: image1.png]Verse to memorize: 
	Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight.

 Psalm 51:4


1. What was the start of David's sins?

a) His marriage to many women

b) His high position as a king

c) Involvement in wars

d) A lustful look on Bathsheba

2. One sin leads to another.  By ____________ after Bathsheba, David was led to commit _______________.  When she was found to be with _________, David was led to _________ her husband __________.

3. God loved ____________ and wanted him to _____________ from his sins, so He sent him _______________ to ________________ him of what he had done.

4. What was the result(s) of David's sins?

a) David's son died

b) His wives were taken away by his neighbor

c) He was in grief for a long time

d) He lost the war against the people of Ammon

e) All of the above

5. What happened when David repented?  [fill in the blanks] 

a) God for________ him.

b) He had another ____________ from Bathsheba.

c) 
His son ______________, became the next _________.

6. David ________ed and kept it a sec_________, but God disc______________ him before all ____________, before the sun.  God doesn’t want us to _________ our sins.

7. How does God want us to act when He disciplines us?  [Finish the answer on the back page]











































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA
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