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Dedication of All 
Objective: 
· Submitting our whole life to God (body, mind and feelings) 

Memory Verse: 

“For where your treasure is there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12:34) 

References: 

· “The Hidden Treasure,” Fr. Bishoy Abdel Messih 

· “The Parables of Lord Christ,” Dr. Maurice Tawadros 

· The Parables of Jesus (Matthew 13:44-46) 

Introduction: 

We all seek happiness 

Each young man seeks happiness, seeks pleasure and seeks joy. Life should be successful. The Lord gave us two parables in this respect. He said, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value went and sold all that he had and bought it” (Matthew 13:44-46). People imagine happiness in material matters; what are these things that the people seek and run after? (Money, health, status, jobs, reputation…) All these things, as the Bible shows us, are only means and not an end. 

Lesson Outlines: 


We can deduce from the above mentioned parables that Christ is the treasure and is the precious pearl.

The gospel says about Him, “In whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). He is the true happiness; anyone who possesses Him receives true peace. “Since we are justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). 


If the Lord Jesus is the treasure, what does the field in which the treasure is hidden refers to? Do you think it indicates the Bible with its two testaments, Old and New? Do you see that all those who search for the Savior in this Book find Him and get His complete and perfect peace? Or do you see that it refers to the Church, which is the vessel of faith, and all those who enter and join her lively membership discover her Bridegroom and Savior, in whom they find all fullness?

If the case is thus, are we living members of the Church? Do we have this essential discovery in our spiritual life, or are we still living a superficial life, far away from true fullness? The most precious treasures lie in the depth of the earth. So we cannot attain the treasure of grace, which is hid for us in Christ, unless we go deep into life by reaching the depth of prayer, the depth of the Church, and the depth of the Holy Bible; there we will meet Him, and there we shall sell every thing for Him. 

Necessary commitments 

· The parable of the treasure says, “In his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” The parable of the pearl says, “On finding one pearl of great value, [he] went and sold all that he had and bought it.” Those who see the treasure in the field and those who see the valuable pearl must get them. This holy zeal is the fruit of spiritual discovery, as David the prophet says: “Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice” (Psalm 105:3). Since every process of buying must be accompanied by some commitments, the same is true with spiritual life; it necessitates genuine, complete dedication and complete commitment to the greatest goals. 

· The principle that says “A time for your heart and a time for your Lord” is dangerous. Why? If the Lord Christ is our true Bridegroom, His bride must be completely dedicated to Him. If the Lord gave up Himself for us, we must love Him as He loves us. As the Scripture says, “That those who live might live no longer for themselves but for Him who for their sake died and was raised” (2 Corinthians 5:15). 

· We must get rid of our sexual and bodily lusts. 

· We must get rid of our defects and weaknesses. 

· We must get rid of the pride in our dignity and the pride of our thoughts, the haughtiness of our hearts and souls. 

· We must get rid of our worries and cares, which are without number, so that we may devote all our time to the Lord, as St. Mary did and choose the good share. 

Domains of True Dedication 

Through prayers and offering your whole life to God, you can recognize the following: 

· Dedication of the body: “Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind” (Romans 12:2). What must we do concerning instincts and bodily motives? 

· Dedication of feelings: “Love one another earnestly from the heart” (1 Peter 1:22). What must we do concerning our feelings? How can our feelings be sanctified? Remember that St. Paul the apostle suffered this wonderful test; “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (I Corinthians 2:2). He who sees Christ in all the people, how can’t he love them? The body needs to desire and get angry, but grace needs love without price. 

· Dedication of the Mind: “But we have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16). How can we think through Christ? How can we overcome evil thoughts? Do we train ourselves on praying the Jesus’ prayer? Do we submit our will? Do we control our thoughts, senses and concentrate on what is pure? There is also the dedication of the will, time, future and destiny. You can contemplate on how you can offer all these to God. 

Review Questions 

· What is true happiness? 

· Why can’t pleasure satisfy man? 

· “He went and sold everything.” Explain. 

· Give examples, from the Holy Bible and Church History, of people who sold everything and devoted their lives to God. 

· Is it necessary to desert the world to get rid of the worldly desires in our hearts? Explain.
Conclusion: 


Real happiness is when we give our lives to the Lord, when we love the Lord from all our soul, mind and strength. He is the source of all these things to us, and we dedicate them all back to Him willingly. 

Applications: 

· Raise a prayer to the Lord to grant you to be dedicated to Him and devote all that you have to God. 

· Apply the previous exercises and analyze them. Discuss these topics with your Confessor and guide. 

· Study the life of a monk, a preacher or a minister who dedicated all his life to the Lord and show the points of power in his life. 




Matthew 13:44-46

	44
	"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

	45
	"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls,

	46
	"who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.




The Treasure Hidden in a Field

[image: image1.png]ITS PLAIN SENSE AND SPIRITUAL SENSE (ORIGEN): 

Now a man who comes to the field, whether to the Scriptures or to the Christ who is formed both from things manifest and from things hidden, finds the hidden treasure of wisdom whether in Christ or in the Scriptures. For, going round to visit the field and searching the Scriptures and seeking to understand the Christ, he finds the treasure in it. Having found it, he hides it, thinking that it is not without danger to reveal to everybody the secret meanings of the Scriptures or the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in Christ. And, having hidden it, he goes away. Now he is focused on the heavy labor of devising how he shall buy the field, or the Scriptures, that he may make them his own possession, receiving from the people of God the oracles of God with which the Jews were first entrusted. But when one taught by Christ has bought the field, the kingdom of God, according to another parable, is like a vineyard that is "taken from" the first and given to other nations bringing forth its fruits. The one who bought the field in faith, as the fruit of his having sold all else that he had, no longer was keeping anything that was formerly his, for they would be a distracting source of evil to him. 
And you will give the same application, if the field containing the hidden treasure is Christ.


Those who give up all things and follow Him have, as it were in another way, sold their possessions. Thus by having sold and surrendered them and having received in their place a noble resolution from God their helper, they may purchase, at great cost worthy of the field, the field containing the hidden treasure. 
COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW 10.6
LIKE TREASURE HIDDEN IN A FIELD (HILARY): 

Through the comparison of a treasure in the field of our hope, Christ points to wealth that has been covered up, for God is discovered in humanity. In compensation for it, all the resources of the world are to be sold in order that with the clothing, food and drink of the needy we may buy the eternal riches of the heavenly treasure. But we must realize that the treasure was found and hidden, for he who found it could certainly have carried it off in secret at the time he hid it; and carrying it off, there would have been no need for him to buy it. But an explanation is needed here as to both the matter concerned and what was said. Thus the treasure was hidden because it was necessary to buy the field. The treasure in the field, as we said, signifies Christ in the flesh, who was found freely. Indeed, the preaching of the Gospels has no strings attached, but the power to use and own this treasure with the field comes at a price, for heavenly riches are not possessed without a worldly loss. 
ON MATTHEW 13.7
SELLING EVERYTHING TO BUY THAT FIELD (St. GREGORY THE GREAT): 

See how the kingdom of heaven is compared with a treasure hidden in a field. Someone finds and hides it, and in his joy goes and sells everything he has and buys that field. We should note that the treasure, once discovered, is hidden to protect it. It is not enough to guard our pursuit of heavenly delight from wicked spirits if we do not hide it from human praise. In this present life we are, as it were, on the road by which we proceed to our homeland. Wicked spirits lie in wait along our route like bandits. Those who carry their treasure openly on the road are asking to be robbed.


I say this, however, not because our neighbors should not see our good works, for it is written, "Let them see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven," but that we may not seek praise from outside for what we do.


We must let our work be in the open in such a way that our intention remains secret. Then we provide an example to our neighbors from our good work, and yet by the intention by which we seek to please God alone, we always choose secrecy. The treasure is heavenly delight, and the field in which the treasure is hidden is the discipline of the pursuit of heaven. One who renounces the pleasures of the body and conquers all earthly desires by observing the heavenly discipline, so that nothing his body favors is compelling any longer and his spirit no longer fears anything that might destroy his bodily life, is truly one who sells everything and buys the field.
FORTY GOSPEL HOMILIES 11.1 
One Pearl of Great Value 
IN SEARCH OF FINE PEARLS (ORIGEN): 

NOW among the words of all kinds that profess to announce truth, and among those who report them, he seeks pearls. Think of the prophets as, so to speak, the pearls that receive the dew of heaven and become pregnant with the word of truth from heaven. They are goodly pearls that, according to the phrase here set forth, the merchant seeks. And the chief of the pearls, on the finding of which the rest are found with it, is the very costly pearl, the Christ of God, the Word that is superior to the precious letters and thoughts in the law and the prophets. When one finds this pearl all the rest are easily released.

Suppose, then, that one is not a disciple of Christ. He possesses no pearls at all, much less the very costly pearl, as distinguished from those that are cloudy or darkened.... The muddy words and the heresies that are bound up with works of the flesh are like the darkened pearls and those that are produced in the marshes. They are not beautiful. 
COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW 10.8
THE PEARL ONE'S HEART WAS SET ON (HILARY): 

As regards the pearl, the reasoning is the same. But this passage is of value for the merchant who has long been steeped in the law. After lengthy labors, he finds out about this pearl and abandons those things that he obtained under the yoke of the law. For he carried on business for a long time and found the pearl that his heart was set on. He must pay the price of this one pearl he desired at the expense of all his other work. 
ON MATTHEW 13.8
THE MERCHANT SOLD ALL THAT HE HAD (THEODORE OF MOPSUESTIA): 

Many who were entirely foreign to religion immediately recognized, by divine grace, the greatness of Christ, in that they despised all their former things and looked to this thing alone, recognizing that the one who is salvation is for them. Then he adds, again, that many people, even of those who have been exceedingly zealous about religion, when they recognize the greatness of the preaching, shall turn aside from old things. Such, for instance, was Paul, who had displayed a great deal of zeal for the law, but who, when he came to see the greatness of the gospel, disdained everything having to do with the law. He himself says, "But what things were gain to me, those I counted as loss for the sake of Christ"; and again, “I count all things but loss, and count them as dung, that I may win Christ." He seems to have said this both on account of those Greeks who were devoted to religion and, again, in account of the Jews.
FRAGMENT 75
COMPARING EARTHLY PEARLS WITH HEAVENLY (St. GREGORY THE GREAT): 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is said to be like a merchant who is seeking fine pearls. He finds one really precious pearl, and, having found it, he sells everything he has in order to buy it. In the same way, he who has a clear knowledge of the sweetness of heavenly life gladly leaves behind all the things he loved on earth. Compared with that pearl, everything else fades in value. He forsakes those things that he has and scatters those things that he has gathered. His heart yearns for heavenly things, and nothing on earth pleases him. The allure of earthly things has now dissipated, for only the brilliance of that precious pearl dazzles his mind. Solomon justly says of such love, "Love is strong as death," because just as death destroys the body, so ardent desire for eternal life cuts off the love for material things. For love makes insensitive to extraneous earthly desires the person whom it has swept off his feet.
FORTY GOSPEL HOMILIES 11.2 
THE KINGDOM IS LIKE A MERCHANT (PETER CHRYSOLOGUS): 

Let no one who hears this take offense at the name merchant. Here Christ is speaking of a merchant who shows mercy, not of one who is always usuriously investing his profits from capital. This merchant is the one who provides for the adornment of virtues, not the incentive of vices. He weighs the dignity of morals, not the weight of jewels. He wears necklaces of integrity, not of luxury. He flaunts not a display of sensual pleasure but the earmarks of discipline. Therefore this merchant exhibits pearls of heart and body, not in human trading but in heavenly commerce. He displays them not to trade for a present advantage but for a future one. He trades in order to gain not earthly but heavenly glory. He seeks to procure the kingdom of heaven as the reward of his virtues and to buy, at the price of innumerable other goods, the one pearl of everlasting life.
SERMONS 47.2

 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
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Verse to memorize: 
	For where your treasure is there your heart will be also.

Luke 12:34


1. What is true happiness? 
2. Why can’t pleasure satisfy man? 
3. “He went and sold everything.” Explain. 
4. Give examples, from the Holy Bible and Church History, of people who sold everything and devoted their lives to God:
5. Is it necessary to desert the world to get rid of the worldly desires in our hearts? Explain.










































� Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, Matthew 1-13, by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Manlio Simonetti, InterVarsity Press, 2001
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