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The Forgiving Father 
Objective: 
· To compare God’s love with human love
Memory Verse: 

“In the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. My soul will follow close behind you” 

(Psalm 63:7-8) 

References 

· “Guide to Confession,” Bishop Bemin 

· “Help Me, O Lord, to Repent,” Fr. Youssef Assad 

· Luke 15:11-33 

Introduction: 

· Review with the students the Gospels of the Lent. 

· Read the parable of the prodigal son and open the door for the students to give their impressions on the story.
Lesson Outlines: 

The Bosoms of Love 
The Lord Jesus told us a parable in which He explained the Bosom of Divine Love. This is known as the Parable of the Lost Son. A young son was deceived by the world’s attractions and the desires of young age. He saw happiness in being free from the traditions and strict rules of his family and saw enjoyment in satisfying the desires of the flesh. He asked his father to give him his heritage to spend as he wished. We wonder as we see his father answering his demand and giving him freedom to do as he liked with his lot. 

· Why is the behavior of this son wrong? 

· Why is the father’s attitude regarded as an expression of extreme love and release to freedom? 

The younger son gathered everything and traveled to a far away place, and there he became extravagant and spent all his money. Here we ask ourselves: 

· What is true freedom? 

· What is true happiness? 

· Is freedom the liberation from authority and control? 

· Does happiness lie in satisfying one’s lust and the desires of the flesh? 

· Why is the sin of keeping away from Divine Fatherhood regarded as a serious sin? 

· Can we see the relation between Adam’s sin in Paradise and the sin of the lost son when he deserted his father’s house and rebelled against his family? 

· What are the dangerous consequences of rebellion in our spiritual life? 

· How important is obedience in the life of Christian virtue? 

How miserable is the man who lives far away from his Father’s house? He deprives himself of the Bosom of Fatherhood with all its riches, love and sacrifice. How miserable is man when he becomes self-centered and selfish?! Is this case different from hell? Isn’t it being far away from God, captured within myself? Isn’t heaven and eternal happiness the freedom of the glory of God’s children and the enjoyment of sonship with all its dimensions? 

Living in a far country 

This young man thought that he could live a life of satisfaction and enjoy himself, but now he begins to see the bitter fact, which he could not see before. He became poor, needy and unable to follow that desired life. He went and lived with one of the inhabitants of that country, but the man sent him into his fields to feed swine. Feeding swine refers to the lowest degree of life which man lives when he keeps away from God. That country did not have any other work to give to the rebels who were attracted by the deceptive luxury of the world. Such people deserved that defiled, humiliating work. 

The son could not endure the bitterness and cruelty of life. He came from a rich family. He remembered the blessings of his father’s house. He said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare but I perish here with hunger?” Can the son forget the blessings of his father’s house? The dew of grace falls upon the complaining heart to water it, soften it, refresh it and lead it to repentance. The grace of God does not desert the complaining heart; it will always seek to attract it with the ties of love. This is the work of the Holy Spirit; He moves the stubborn heart and drives it to regret, repentance and confession. 

Are we to ask ourselves? 

Where do we stand? Are we in our Father’s house, members of the Church that grants blessings, gifts of the Spirit, riches of the Sacraments and goodness of grace? Or have we deserted these bosoms and followed the counsel of ourselves and those who deserted the spirit of obedience and resorted to rebellion and false complaining?
The Good Return 

Repentance is not only regret; neither is it bowing under the heaviness of guilt. It does not mean a sense of guilt in bitter grief and agony of heart; it means a new vision of the Bosom of Fatherhood and a firm stand in directing oneself towards this Bosom. It is a hearty response to the movement of love. It is the response of the heart to the call of the Spirit working in us. The clever son rose, decided to return, and resisted all the difficult circumstances that surrounded him; he arose, left everything and went back to his father. 

Contemplate this type of repentance. Contemplate the repentance of Zacchaeus the Levi & Tax Collector, St. Moses the Strong, and St. Mary the Sinful. Repentance is a change and renewal of mind and heart, a change in the direction of life. Have I experienced in my life what made me give my back to the world, seeking my Beloved Jesus Who is my Way and my Life? If I have not experienced that life, let me bow at the feet of the Lord and pray for the taste of true repentance with the Prodigal Son, with the sinful woman, and with all those who gave true repentance without return or hesitation. 

The Father’s Joy
He waited a long time for the return of his son, and his heart was filled with hope (Jesus was nailed to the Cross to give us confidence. He is waiting for our return, and His heart will never be closed for us). When he saw his son, the man hurried to meet him. “How deep your love is, O Lord. You are all mercy and kindness. You hurry to us; you always come to me but I did not even think of coming to you. O Lord, grant me the grace that I may feel your great love.” He did not blame him ... He did not reproach him. The son wanted to be a servant, but the Father refused to listen. He only listened to the pulses of his heart which was full of joy. He kissed him. “O Lord, how great Your love is to all who come to You.” What did his father do then? He provided him with the best robe, the fatted calf, and the ring...what do all these symbols stand for? 

The Envious brother 

The brother should have rejoiced for the return of his brother. But the brother was angry and did not want to share the happiness of his father. In so doing, he was like a stranger in his father’s house; this is the condition of the man who lives with the spirit of a servant instead of the spirit of a loving son. That is why he feels the heaviness of service; he feels the need to justify his work and boast over himself: “Lo, these many years I have served you and I never disobeyed your command.” How dangerous self-righteousness is and how fatal false religiousness is. We should share the joy of the heavenly beings for the return of those who were lost. 

Do we welcome the return of the sinful young man, or do we reject him when he enters the Church? Do we feel happy when we find that the young, sinful man has received care from our teacher or the priest of the Church, or do we become angry? 

Review Questions 

· Show how the prodigal son did not understand the meaning of freedom. 

· What is meant by the concept of true repentance? 

· What do you think of the behavior of the older brother? Why? 

Conclusion: 

Every day in our life is a new day and a new chance to go back to our Father’s house, if we ever stray away. Straying away does not have to be physically away from the church but could also be spiritual detachment from God, even when we are in church. Let us examine ourselves and ensure that we are abiding in the Father’s and the Church’s Bosom and enjoying the richness of the Father’s house. 

Applications: 

· Invite the young people who are keeping away from the Church, so that they may come back to the Church and heaven may receive them with joy. 

· Hold a prayer meeting with your brethren to bring the sinners back from far countries to the Bosom of the Father. 

· Contemplate Luke 15:18,19 




Luke 15:11-32
	11
	Then He said: "A certain man had two sons.

	12
	"And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his livelihood.

	13
	"And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.

	14
	"But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.

	15
	"Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

	16
	"And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.

	17
	"But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

	18
	'I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you,

	19
	"and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants." '

	20
	"And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.

	21
	"And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.'

	22
	"But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.

	23
	'And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry;

	24
	'for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry.

	25
	"Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.

	26
	"So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.

	27
	"And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.'

	28
	"But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him.

	29
	"So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.

	30
	'But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.'

	31
	"And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.

	32
	'It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.' "


THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON(
 Bible Reference:   Luke 15:11-32 

 Golden Verse: 

"There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."   Luke 15:10
  Lesson Aim: 

The students should learn about: 

1. Sorrow for sin 
2. God's forgiveness 
3. Confession
  Lesson Notes: 

1.  God is a father to all mankind, including sinners. 
2.  Sin leads to: 

· Departure and distancing from God 

· Perpetual dissatisfaction 

· Death ("This my son was dead ...") 

3.  Repentance: 

· Thinking about one's sins: "He came to himself" 

· Do something about it by going to our Heavenly Father: "I will arise and go to my father.” 

· With the help of the Holy Spirit, one confesses his faults and sins: "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you", 

· Be humble: "I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Make me like one of your hired servants.” 

4.  The reception of the father shows: 

· Great love and affection 

· Mercy 

Exercise: 

Let us go to confession this week


The Parable of the Prodigal Son(
I. Sin and Repentance
A. What does sin mean?
1. Breaking God’s Commandments
2. Distancing oneself away from God

3. Death: “The wage of sin is death.”

B. Examples of sin:
1. Sins committed by action: hitting, pushing, or hurting

2. Sins of the tongue: cursing, lying, picking on others, or gossiping

3. Sins of the thought: hating, day dreaming, or cursing

4. Other unrecognized sins

C. Repentance

1. Judging one-self: “What sins have I committed?”
2. Write your sins on a piece of paper.
3. Pray humbly and ask God for forgiveness.

4. Confess your sins to Abona to receive a solution & an absolution.

D. The Prodigal Son’s Repentance

1. “He came to himself” – he remembered his sins.

2. “I will rise and go to my father” – he did something about it.

3. The Holy Spirit helps us convict ourselves and confess our sins.

4. “I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants” – He humbled himself.

II. The Reception of the Father

A. His father ran to him!

· Have you seen an old man running? It’s not respectful for an old man to run, but the father didn’t care.

B. “He fell on his neck and kissed him.”
1. After embarrassing him by asking for his money?

2. After wasting all of his money?

3. After rebelling against him and causing him misery by running away?

C. The father did not allow him to humble himself.

1. “Make me like one of your hired servants” was not said.
2. When the son was desperate for bread, he wished he could be a servant.

3. When he was hugged by his dad, he stopped feeling like a beggar.

D. “Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals of his feet.”

1. It’s the robe of honor which Adam lost by sinning.
2. The ring is the seal of the Holy Spirit which one receives when he/she becomes a member of God’s Kingdom through grace.

3. The sandals are for evangelizing the Good News.

III. The Envious Brother

A. The older brother represents the Jews, while the younger one represents the Gentiles.

1. The Jews envy the Gentiles for enjoying eternal blessings.

2. The older brother is like the Pharisee who declared his righteousness while he prayed.

3. He remained outside because he didn’t love his brother; he excluded himself from the Heavenly banquet. 

4. He rejected his father’s desire for his lost son; he would not forgive in order to be forgiven.
5. He asked for a goat to be slain, while Christ, the Righteous, asked to be slain as a lamb for sinners.
B. His father came out to reason and to plead with him.

1. He wishes that all people be saved and come to the knowledge of God.

2. His love for sinners is no less than that for the righteous (in their eyes).

3. “The angels in heaven rejoice over one sinner who repents than over 99 just people who need no repentance.”

Supplemental Notes on

The Prodigal Son(
1. We cannot judge anyone while he/she is still in a life of struggle.
a. The younger son seemed to be a pleasure seeker, rude in his behavior with his dad, destructive and dishonest with the talents that were given to him.  However, he end up returning to his father’s bosom, repentant, to wear an new robe with the ring of sonship on his finger and sandals on his feet, rejoicing at a feast in his father’s house.
b. The older son started his life being gentle in his behavior, serving his father without asking for pay.  However, he ends his life standing outside, criticizing his dad for his love and closing his heart towards his brother; he lost his inner peace and joy, living with the heart that’s against his father’s heart.
2. The older son represents the Jewish people, who are considered senior in their knowledge of God, since they accepted God’s promises, the Law, and the prophets before any other nation.  The younger son represents the Gentiles, who had no relation with God and wasted all His blessings.

a. St. Cyril the Great sees that the older son represents the Pharisees, who boast themselves as being righteous according to the Law; in their pride, they refuse the love of the Savior towards publicans and sinners.

b. As for the Christian who is fallen in self-righteousness, he is worse than both because he uses God’s great gifts and blessings for evil.  {St. Ambrose}  Therefore, a believer fallen in sin is in greater danger than a fallen unbeliever.
3. Whoever separates from the Church, wastes his/her inheritance.
a. Whoever does not have the Church as a mother cannot have God as a Father. {St. Cyprian}

b. What is this far country that man can escape to but the ego?

c. Traveling to a far country implies dependance on one’s self and on one’s strength, losing God’s work in us.  On the other hand, coming closer to God implies depending on Him to work in us in order that we become as He is.
d. When the sould escapes from God, Who is the source of satisfaction and the treasure of wisdom, it finds itself in a state of emptiness, feeling as if it is in a famine.

e. St. Ambrose says that it’s a famine of good works and virtues; whoever stays away from the word of God becomes hungry because “man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” Luke 4:4


 NAME: ____________________________
first                                                                   last                             

The Forgiving Father 
Read: Luke 15:11-32
Verse to memorize: [image: image1.png]
	In the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. My soul will follow close behind you.

Psalm 63:7-8


1. Show how the prodigal son did not understand the meaning of freedom:

2. What is meant by the concept of true repentance? 
3. What do you think of the behavior of the older brother? Why? 

( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( Prepared by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.


( The Gospel According to Luke (Bible Study), Fr. Tadros Yacob Malaty, St. George’s Church, Sporting – Alexandria, 1990, pages 460 - 480
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