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Gambling
Objective: 

· Understand that gambling is a social disease that also affects spiritual values, leading to loss in temporal and eternal lives. 

Memory Verse: 

“You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24) 

References: 

· New Testament and Internet sources
Introduction: 


Gambling is an easy way to get rich, with least effort. Many have dreamt to join the millionaires club over night. Persons who prefer gambling would rather cut corners and use every deceitful way, and refrain from hard, honest work to gain money. These little moments in the spot light end in great loss, poverty and despair. Many look at the beginning and less people find out about the end of their stories. 

Lesson Outlines: 

I. Different ways of gambling: Concept of Gambling 


There are different forms of gambling that society likes to accept under some other expressions. It can be in the form of lottery (most well known form), praying cards, betting on any game for financial gains, or raffle. Internet even made it easier to play poker with any one locally or globally and at your convenience, while staying at home. 


All of us watched on TV or read in papers how a person won millions of dollars. Or, some billboard invites people to a casino for guaranteed prizes. 

II. Understanding Gambling 


Let us understand gambling in its simplest forms, which is raffle. There is a portable color TV that is retailed for $95.00, and the cost of raffle tickets and fliers is $5.00, so total costs are $100.00. And 150 tickets were sold at $1.00 each. On the assigned day, a drawing was done and a winner was announced for the portable color TV. Now, we have a winner who got a brand new TV for one dollar, and an owner who won a net 50% profit; but we did not hear about the 149 losers who bought tickets for that TV. 


This story can be applied to casinos, lottery, and playing cards. Gambling casinos, in their grand openings, allow a maximum 5% of the profit going toward prizes, meaning for every $100.00 spent, only $5.00 are spent on prizes. The rest of money subsidizes free drinks and low cost rooms at the hotel. No one will reveal the number of loser next to the happy winners. 


Gambling, like any other vice, starts as an innocent play for fun and grows by time till it reaches addiction. So many families have been destroyed from gambling. A family member can bring down the family to bankruptcy. Please do some search and follow those who won the lottery and find out how their lives turned out after 3-5 years of winning the grand prizes. Some became poorer than they were before, some filed for bankruptcy, and others lived normally with their same problems. 


Seeking fortune is a valid dream for any one but not a quick and easy ways to accumulate money. The saying “Easy come easy go” is true. Hard work will build the future step by step, growing normally. 


Why is gambling so appealing and all of us is tempted to try it or put some efforts to avoid it? Gambling pretends to offer money, giving you the illusion of having money, but in reality gambling takes your money. Look around you and ask your immediate family, neighborhood or school: How many successful gamblers do we know? How many people took advantage by betting, playing cards, or playing the lottery? 


Media is so good to put those winners in the spot light for a day or two, and we know little or none about their lives after such dramatic change. Adds for lottery sometimes brings old winners and portrays them as members of millionaires’ club and invites you to join them in that club. The message is so simple and the cost of membership is so low, just pay one dollar. Yet, winning a lottery is a chance of one in a 4 million; you do the math. Added to that, concerning those who won a large fortune, were they ready to handle large amounts of money? The answer is negative; they kept their old habits of mismanagement, and their end became worse. Many became victims of large prizes. 


Now Let us assume that a person is always lucky, smart and takes calculated risks. This person is a good candidate for a successful gambler. Let us see his gains versus his losses by understanding of the following definitions: 

· Gains (Money and material gains): even money can be counted against him if he is unable to manage it. Easy money comes with management problem. Those who won are unable to budget and control their spending. So the person enjoys a short time of temporary pleasure. 

· Losses (Controlled by money, not the other way around): Following the easy way of earning money and seeking money from family, friends and acquainted ones in order to gamble will hurt all his relationships with people and with God. 

· “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”  Matthew 6:24
· Mammon: A Chaldean or Syrian word that means “wealth” or “riches.” In Luke 16:9-11, it also means personification or the god of riches. 

III. Gambling is Against Christian Teaching 


Christianity does not encourage an easy way of living, as mentioned in the raffle example of one dollar buying a new color TV. On the other hand, the Lord set an example for us. After fasting for forty days, He refused to use any easy way and refused all Satan’s offerings, as written in Matthew 4:2-10. “And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterwards He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said: If thou be Son of God, command, that these stones become bread. But He answered and said: It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him: If Thou be Son of God throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He shall give his angels charge concerning you, and in their hands they shall bear you up, lest dash your foot against a stone.’ Jesus said to him: It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ Again the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory, and said to Him: All these things will I give You if You fall down and worship me. Then Jesus said to him: Away with you Satan, for it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.’” 

IV. Gambling is Selfishness; Not teamwork 


It is “I” who win and others lose by any means. It is the wide door and the paved gate, as it is written in Matthew 7:14; “Because narrow is the gate, and difficult is the way, which leads unto life, and there are few who find it.” 

V. Love of money 


The Lord rejected the rich man because of his love for money. St. Paul also teaches us, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:10). 


We all pass through many financial difficulties, and temptations press hard for quick and easy fixes. The real challenge is to stand up and resist the many causes of failure. It is normal to pass through many difficult times, but we have to stand up and be watchful against such temptations. Money is a powerful weapon and the source of many problems. Let me share this true story with you: 


A church in the USA used to have its annual fund raising every August. One year, the regular priest had to go to a different city for emergency. The other priest arrived in July and observed the preparation for the festival. This festival lasts for 3 days: Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The new priest made some dramatic changes to this festival: 

a. Only serving vegetarian food on Friday
b. No raffles or gold auctions 

c. Anyone wishing to participate in raffles or gold auctions can donate money in assigned boxes. 


Some members of the congregation objected and warned that funds this year would drop dramatically. The priest stood firm and explained: 

· How can an Orthodox church serve beef on Friday and not observe fasting? 

· How can we promote gambling inside the church? 


Everyone was convinced to a certain degree, but they became firm believers when they found out that fund raising this year exceeded last year and no visitor objected to vegetarian food. This congregation became more mature after this event, and they improvised in their festivals later on. 

Conclusion: 

· Please remember that gambling is a temptation which may lead to addiction. When gambling controls a person, all his thoughts will be directed to getting money on the spot. This leads to material thinking at present and forgetfulness about eternal life. Christianity teaches us in the Creed to set our mind to the life of the age to come. 

· Money is placed at the feet of the apostles because it is a good servant. Having a normal job will put you in control for you can protect and manage your investment, which in turn makes money a blessing and not a curse. 

· May God help us overcome all temptations and support us when we are subjected to financial problems.
Applications: 

· Using free trips and coupons to casinos are first steps towards gambling. We are inquisitive and seek knowledge and also like to have fun, but let us know our Bible as much as we would like to know about gambling. 

· Control our vocabulary by eliminating the expression “You bet.” If you are sure of something, just saying “Yes” or “No.” 

· Do not deceive yourself by having fun with gambling, even if the money is used for a gift or for food. This is the first step toward addiction. 

· Search in the libraries or on the Internet about gamblers and what changes affected them in the long run. 

· Casinos are established to gain huge profits, and they are not social welfares to give away money. 


The Christian Stand on Gambling

By His Grace Bishop Youssef
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No doubt gambling reflects human's love for money. This greed does not only appear in the winning but also the losing. This loss forces the gambler to find different ways to compensate his loss. Winning has the same affect by which the money won is used to gamble some more.

The Bible warned us about greed and the love of money, saying, "For of this you can be sure: no immoral, impure, or greedy person -such a man is an idolater - has an inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient." (Eph 5:5&6) This verse declares that a greedy person is an idolater and has no inheritance in God's heaven, and God's wrath comes on him.


Gambling is one picture of laziness, by which a person wishes to be rich or earn money without working or without making an effort. This is against the teaching of the Bible: "He who has been stealing must steal no more, but must work, doing something useful with his hands, that he may have something to share with those in need." (Eph 4:28)


Gambling depends on what is referred to as luck, and gamblers get dependent and rely on luck. Luck has become a "god" to them. About them, it is said, "But as for you who forsake the Lord and forget my holy mountain, who spread a table for fortune and fill bowls of mixed wine for destiny, I will destine you for the sword and you will all bend down for the slaughter; for I called and you did not answer, I spoke but you did not listen. You did evil in my sight and chose what displeases me." (Isaiah 65:11&12) 

Gambling is one way of "ego building" and that appears in the desire to be a winner; one statistic shows that 94% of gamblers said that it is an "ego building activity," and this is contrary to the Bible's teaching: “To be humble and meek and to fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior, and perverse speech.” (Proverbs 8:13) 

Gambling is one type of addiction that may destroy the human life worse than illegal drugs or alcohol. Many family lives were destroyed, money lost, hopes came tumbling and families became homeless because of gambling. Gambling may cause people to commit crimes. Do you know that buying a lottery ticket regularly is an addiction? So where are you from God's world? "Everything is permissible for me" but no everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible for me" but I will not be mastered by anything (Corinthians 6:12). It will be difficult for you to get rid of them. Lots of people consider gambling as fun, but St. Paul warned us saying, "Avoid every kind of evil" (Thessalonians 5:22).


Brothers, let’s examine our ways and be more cautious and careful not to go to gambling cities, not to join in any type or sort of gambling, and to keep our holiness as children of God. Using raffle tickets as a fund raiser to build churches is not permissible as God's children. We should not tempt people to donate money to God's houses by promising winning money. The only reason for giving should be God's love in the heart. If this love is there, as it was in the apostles’ time, people will sell their belongings and put them at the church's doors. But selling raffle tickets to bring in money is contrary to the spirit of giving because of our love for God.

The apostle's law forbade the acceptance of this type of money, the money earned by gambling. Be aware of ungodly ways that can become practice, as St. Paul wrote: "Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind." Then you will be able to test and approve what is God's will - His Good, Pleasing, and Perfect Will. The sale of raffle tickets also indicates our love for collecting money and that is against the Church’s message of collecting souls. 

Now my beloved brethren, here are some of the statistics: German Ralph Leech said, “The chance of winning a lottery is 25th of your chance of being hit by lightning in a year, and also your chance to live till you are 107 is 7000 times of winning a lottery.” This is because of all the people who line up to buy such things. One modem author wrote, “NOT ONLY IS GAMBLING WRONG, BUT IT IS ALSO A POOR BET.”

NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
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Verse to Memorize: 

	You cannot serve God and mammon.

Matthew 6:24


1. What forms of gambling exist in your society:
2. Gambling ____________ as an innocent play for fun, but grows by time till it reaches __________________.
3. Report on a person’s life a few years after winning the  lottery:

4. "No one can serve ________ masters; for either he will _________ the one and _________ the other, or else he will be ___________ to the one and ____________ the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

5. “For the love of ____________ is a root of all kinds of ___________, for which some have strayed from the _____________ in their greediness, and ________________ themselves through with many sorrows.”
6. What did the early Christians do with their money?
7. How do we handle offers of free trips and coupons to casinos?
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