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Glory to God in the Highest 

Objective: 

· To evaluate the effectiveness of Nativity in our spiritual life 

Memory Verse: 

“For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples” (Luke 2:30-31) 

References 

· “The Effectiveness of the Nativity,” H. H. Pope Shenauda III 

· “Contemplations on the Nativity,” H. H. Pope Shenauda III 

· “Glory, Peace and Joy,” Bishop Bemin 

Introduction: 

Glory, Peace and Joy 


This angelic song is very powerful. It is a splendid declaration of what happened the moment Jesus was born. It is very brief but brings great joy. Thousands of heavenly angels sang this song on behalf of heaven and earth. For the first time in their eternal history, the angels proclaimed and announced a new revolution in the universe on the Day of Nativity. They could not keep silent in spite of the people’s state of unconsciousness, and they started singing a pleasant, sweet wonderful song; they gave glory to God in the Highest, preached peace and announced good will to the people. 

Lesson Outlines: 

Glory to God in the Highest 

· Great is the glory of God. It appeared in the Creation and on Mount Sinai and later in the Transfiguration and in the Resurrection. 

· But today we are face to face with the glory of lowliness. It is the hidden glory and the top of emptiness. The son is the bright glory of the Father and the image of His essence. We liken Him to the glorified way that comes out of the sun to shine on the people, but the Lord appeared in the image of man and shared the nature of men (except sin). 

· When the Lord incarnated and came to live among us, the angles and all people of the world worship Him, give Him glory and praise Him in the Highest: “Holy, Holy, Holy the Lord of Host; His glory fills all the earth (Isaiah 6:3).” 

· When we come near to Bethlehem and see the Son, we feel a great love for Him so we give glory to the Father who gave us His Son. The Son is the Divine Wisdom. He is the Incarnate Logos. 

· That is why Christianity regards the weakness of the Lord as meekness and lowliness. The cross is glory (The Lord reigns on the Cross), and the manger is glory...but it is the glory of meekness. 

Peace on earth 


Why did the earth lose its peace? That was because of sin which: 

· Separated man from God
· Deformed man’s spiritual beauty and made him live in conflict with himself
· Corrupted the family system; man ruled over woman and the woman’s desire would be for her husband
· Made people cruel, e.g. Cain killed Abel

This lost peace could not be restored except through the Incarnate Christ. Christ is the Mediator between God and man. He removes the barrier between them so that man can see God the Father in Christ, and the Father can see in Him the image of the righteous man whom He created and wanted. Thus peace between God and man will be restored. He will also be a mediator between the heavenly and the earthly beings. He will establish peace between the hosts of angels, among the simple shepherds and among all who surround the manager in one song, the first half of which is in Heaven (glory) and the second half is on earth (peace). 


He makes peace between man and his brother. Peace here is different from the political concept of peace. It is peace within the frame of love and truth together. In this way, Christ mends what sin corrupted inside the heart of man, restores love and calmness to him and destroys the desires of the flesh inside him; “There is no peace, says the Lord for the wicked” (Isaiah 48:22, 57:21). 

Good will towards men 


It is a spiritual good will: 

· In performing His will. 

· In sacrificing for Him because He emptied Himself of His glory for the will of His Father
· In praising His name with warmhearted worship

God was pleased with the apostles who preached His name. He was pleased with the martyrs who endured the torments thankfully. He was pleased with the ascetics who sold everything and lived in asceticism and simplicity. 


Yes, it is the spiritual concept of good will; true good will for which Virgin Mary is still praying so that we may attain. She is standing in the middle of our world, carrying her son in her hands in great delight while the angels are shouting, “Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

Conclusion: 


Let us celebrate the Nativity Feast in a spiritual manner to receive our King in our hearts with reverence and honor. 

Applications: 

· Practice confession, receiving communion, and reconciliation with God. 

· Reconcile two friends who are not on good terms with each other so that the peace of the Baby of Bethlehem may fill their hearts. 

· Send gifts to the poor to please them. Pray with them in their houses. 

· Study the delightful Nativity melodies. 


(
1. The Virgin was from the same tribe as Joseph because the law forbade marriage outside one’s tribe. Therefore what applies to Joseph in terms of ancestral history also applies to the Virgin. Joseph was from the house of David and his tribe, and he did not take a wife from another tribe. Some may suspect that Joseph might have broken the law; hence, the Evangelist witnessed before saying this that Joseph was a righteous man. [St. John Chrysostom]
2. Do not question how this Body developed in the Virgin, for when nature does something, we fail to understand it; how then can we understand a miracle done by the Holy Spirit. [St. John Chrysostom]
3. God wanted His name to be recorded among men in the census, so that their names might be recorded with His in the Book of Life. “And He was numbered with the transgressors.” Is. 53:12

4. The word “firstborn” does not mean that He had other brothers but that no one was born before Him.

a) In Moses’ law, the firstborn was dedicated as an offering to the Lord.
b) Christ is our Firstborn; everyone who imitates Him is saved by Him. We are His brothers, and He is our Firstborn.
5. God found man at the level of animals; thus, He placed Himself as food for animals in a manger.
a) “Though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you, through His poverty, might become rich.” I Cor. 8:9
b) All humans have a place to live in, but God didn’t have a place to be born in.
6. Earth received its Creator with a strange silence, but it was not possible for heaven to remain silent.
7. Christ became man like us but without our futile inclinations toward sin.
8. Look at the manger Child as a Rich, Redeeming, Mighty, Saving, Great God.
a) Symbolisms in Christ’s Birth:
1. The sheep represent the nations.
2. The night represents the world.
3. The shepherds represent the priests.

b) God didn’t appear to the Scribes or the Pharisees, nor did He enter the Jewish Temple but appeared to shepherds watching over their flock at night.

c) The watching shepherds became friends to the heavenly guards.

9. There was a dire need for “peace on earth,” which was not granted to every man but only to those with “goodwill.”

· This angelic song is sung by the Church in the Morning Prayer everyday.

10. If “Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart,” why do you wish to understand it and not remain silent?

11. The star appeared to open the way for the Gentiles, reprimanding those who were considered His people with strangers. For the Jews were continually listening to the prophets declare His coming but did not accept it; the Magi came from far away, seeking the King, in order to declare to the Jews what they refused from the prophets. And what God did with the Magi He also did with the people of Nineveh, the Samaritan woman, the Canaanite woman, etc. For this reason He said that the people of Nineveh would rise and condemn that generation, and the Queen of the South would rise and judge them; for these believed with little signs, but they did not believe even with greater ones. [St. John Chrysostom]
12. It was the duty of the Jews to worship with the Magi and glorify their God, but instead, they were troubled and apprehensive; Herod called the Magi to inquire about the time the star appeared in order to kill the Newborn. [St. John Chrysostom]

13. Our goal is to follow the Magi to see Christ, for if they had not left their far-away country, they would not be able to see Him. Our goal is to depart far away from the works of this world, even if those who see us are troubled, or if the kings of this world prevent us, or if people try to block our way; we should not give up on our desire to see Him but face all opposing difficulties. [St. John Chrysostom]


The Birth of Jesus Christ(
Reference:        Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 1:18-25, 2:1-12 

Golden Verse: 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"  Luke 2:14 

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."  John 1:14
Lesson Goals: 

1. Our joy for the birth of Jesus Christ 

2. Introduction about the incarnation of the Son of God 

Lesson Notes: 

1. The significance of Incarnation: why did the Son of God take flesh and become man? 

a) For salvation - the penalty of sin is death, and the death of man satisfies God's justice.  The Son of God became man to die for all of us. 

b) For God's love 

c) To give us an example on how to live with God.  He taught us love, prayer, fasting, . . . 

2. What was the result of the Incarnation? 

· Conciliation between heaven and earth; a lot of angels started to appear on earth
3. Why Bethlehem? 

a) To satisfy the prophecies (Micah 5:2 and Matthew 2:5,6) 

b) It is the city of David. Jesus is the son of David. 

c) Bethlehem means "house of bread." Jesus is the Bread of life. 

d) To show us His humility: "There was no room for them in the inn." 

4. The announcement to the shepherds: 

a) The announcement of the birth of Christ to the Jews 

b) Simple people 

c) Were awake at night - ready 

d) Given to them by the angels 

e) A message of joy 

5. The announcement to the wise men: 

a) The announcement of the birth of Christ to the gentiles 

b) Jesus came for the salvation of the whole world. 

c) They were philosophers and priests.
d) The star is the language that they understand. 

e) Forced the priests in Jerusalem to go back to their books 

f) Their gifts: 
1. Gold -  for the Kingdom of Christ 

2. Frankincense - for His priesthood 

3. Myrrh - for His suffering 

g) We should notice that the angels did not appear to them until they accepted God and worshipped Him. 
The Incarnation of the Word(
Lesson aims: 
(1) To build an understand of what were some of the aims of the Incarnation of our Lord and God Jesus Christ
(2) To identify the qualities of the required Redeemer
Lesson notes:

· The Incarnation of the Word, Saint Athanasius the Apostolic

· “Incarnation” comes from the verb “to incarnate” which means to take flesh

· What were some of the aims of the Incarnation, why did our Lord and God become incarnate?
· Through the Incarnation, we have known God.
· In the beginning God gave man knowledge of Himself by forming man in His image, by allowing man to share of what was His.
· For why would God have made man at all if he was not going to know Him in an intimate way?
· Foreseeing man’s forgetfulness, God provided also the works of creation to remind man of Him; God further provided the prophets and ordained a law.
· What then, what more was God to do but to renew His Image in mankind so that through it men might once more come to know Him?
· By seeing the works of His Body, by seeing God walking in the flesh, men might receive an idea of the knowledge of the Father.
· Through the Incarnation, redemption was fulfilled.
· “Redemption” comes from the verb “to redeem” which means to buy back or to change back.
· Once Adam and Zoey ate from the tree, God had three alternatives to deal with their disobedience:
· God could have carried out His word and put an end to the human race and to everything else in accordance with His admonition, “but in the day you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:17) But then God would be defeated before Satan. Knowing that He was going to be defeated, why would God have created man in the first place?
· God could have simply forgiven man for his sin out of the abundance of His mercy and love. But where is God’s fairness and justice? Such an act would make God a liar. The problem was twofold:
· Man had disobeyed God’s commandment.
· Problem could be cured by means of God’s forgiveness.
· Through man’s disobedience, he became corrupted; when sin entered into man’s life, corruption and degeneration became part of human nature thereby making it susceptible to continued corruption and degeneration, an on-going problem.
· Problem could only be cured by regenerating and sanctifying human nature.
· What good would it have been if God merely forgave us for our past sin without renewing and sanctifying our nature, so that through His grace and power our nature would rise above sin?
· God could have sent a redeemer to return man to his first state.
· Sentence of death would be executed in the Redeemer thereby fulfilling God’s word.
· Man would receive forgiveness.
· Man would be sanctified.
· Qualities of the required Redeemer
· Must be a human being
· It was man who fell, thus the redeemer must represent the human race in receiving the punishment.
· Must die
· To fulfill God’s word, “But in the day you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17); furthermore, the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)
· Must be infinite
· To repay our endless debt—the sins of yesterday, today, and tomorrow
· Must be without sin
· How could he save us if he himself was a sinner?
· Must be the creator
· Redeemer is not just forgiving but regenerating human nature by the Holy Spirit; He took what is ours and gave us what is His

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                 .
Glory to God in the Highest 
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	For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples

Luke 2:30-31
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