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St. Philip
Objective: 
· Christianity preaching: “Come and see” 

Memory Verse: 

“And we are His witnesses of these things, and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him.” (Acts 5:32) 

References: 

· St. John’s Gospel, Chapters 1 & 6 

· The Book of Acts 

· Internet sources
Introduction: 

· Seventy disciples of our Lord preached to the whole world. We know very little about most of them. Even some of the twelve disciples are not known to most of us. St. Philip is not a common name in the Coptic Church. 

· Among the well known of the seventy disciples are St. Mark and St. Luke because they wrote the Gospels. 

· St. Philip is known mainly in Europe as a patron saint to many churches, where he preached and died. 

Lesson Outlines: 


St. Philip is mentioned in a small number of verses in the Gospel of St. John, chapters 1 & 4, and in the Book of Acts, after the massive prosecution of Christians. St. Philip was among those who were scattered in Europe. He is a native of Bethsaida, on Lake Genesareth, “the city of Andrew and Peter.” St. Philip is mentioned among the twelve disciples; he was number 5 in the list of disciples: 


“And he appointed twelve that they might be with him, and that he might send them to preach…And he gave to Simon the surname of Peter; and James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James, and he gave them the surname of Boanerges, that is, Sons of thunder; and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariote, who also delivered him up” (Mark 3:14-19). 


St. Philip was watching for the Messiah, and as soon as he found Jesus Christ, he went to Nathaniel to share with him the good news. He did not argue with Nathaniel but invited him in his humble preaching: “Come and see.” Like other disciples, he had immediate response to the Lord’s invitation: 

· John 2: When Jesus went to Galilee and found St. Philip, He said to him, “Follow me.” St. Philip immediately followed his master and became a new disciple. 

· He showed total obedience because he was one of John the Baptist’s disciples. “We have found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

· The Lord tested his behavior when he asked him about feeding the multitude (John 6:5): “When Jesus then lifted up His eyes, and saw a great company come unto Him, He said unto Philip, ‘Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?’ And this He said to prove him: for He Himself knew what He would do.” 

· He seems to have held a prominent place among the apostles (John 14:8&9): “Philip says to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father and it suffices us.’ Jesus says to him, ‘Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how you say, Show us the Father?’”
· The Book of Acts mentions how the Holy Spirit guided St. Philip to preach the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26). He was also one of those who were “scattered abroad” by the persecution that arose on the death of Stephen. He went first to Samaria, where he labored as an evangelist with much success. While he was there, he received a divine command to proceed toward the south, along the road leading from Jerusalem to Gaza. These towns were connected by two roads. The road Philip was directed to take was that which led through Hebron, a district little inhabited and hence called “desert.” As he traveled along this road, he was overtaken by a chariot in which sat a man of Ethiopia, the eunuch or chief officer of Queen Candace, who was at that moment reading a portion of the prophecies of Isaiah. St. Philip entered into conversation with him and expounded these verses, preaching to him the glad tidings of the Savior. The eunuch received the message, believed and was forthwith baptized; and then “went on his way rejoicing.” St. Philip was instantly caught away by the Spirit after the baptism, and the eunuch saw him no more. 
· St. Philip, like some other disciples, was married and has three daughters, as stated by Bishop Polycrates. The remains of St. Philip which was found in Hieropolis (a city in Phrygiaos, currently Turkey) were later relocated to Constantinople, and thence to the Church of the Dodici Apostoli in Rome. 
· The feast of the Apostle is celebrated in the Roman Church on May 1st (together with that of St. James the Younger), and in the Greek Church on 14th of May. The Coptic Synaxarium shows that the Coptic Church celebrates his departure on November 27 (Hathor 18). 


In the year 80 A.D., St. Philip the Apostle, one of the Twelve Disciples, was martyred. He was to go to Africa and the surrounding regions. He went and preached there in the name of the Lord Jesus. There, he performed many miracles and wonders which astounded the people. After he led the people to the knowledge of God, confirming them in the faith, he went to Hieropolis where he also led the people to the knowledge of God. 


In the sixth century A.D., his body was transferred to Rome. The Lord showed many great signs and wonders though the Saint's body. 

Review Questions: 

· Were St. Mark and St. Luke among the 12 or seventy disciples? (70) 

· Did St. Paul team with St. Philip on any of his preaching journeys? (No)
· What was the unique way of St. Philip’s preaching? “Come and see, and obey the guidance of the Holy Spirit.”
· Was St. Philip a Jew or a Gentile? He was a Jew; he was borne in Bethsaida. 

· How many epistles did St. Philip write? (None)
Conclusion: 


Let us remember St. Philip, have his love to our Lord, and invite our friends, neighbors, and acquaintances to the church (“Come and See”). We are more privileged than St. Philip; we are borne Christians, we have the Holy Spirit, and we partake weekly of the Holy Communion. So, do we share and show Jesus Christ to others? 

Applications: 


Talk this week to a friend who does not know the Lord about Jesus Christ and the Christian faith that is in you. 





John 1:43-51
	43
	The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, "Follow Me."

	44
	Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

	45
	Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote-Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."

	46
	And Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see."

	47
	Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!"

	48
	Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."

	49
	Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"

	50
	Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see greater things than these."

	51
	And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."


John 6:1-14
	1
	After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias.

	2
	Then a great multitude followed Him, because they saw His signs which He performed on those who were diseased.

	3
	And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples.

	4
	Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near.

	5
	Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?"

	6
	But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do.

	7
	Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may have a little."

	8
	One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him,

	9
	"There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?"

	10
	Then Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.

	11
	And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted.

	12
	So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, "Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost."

	13
	Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten.

	14
	Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world."






The Eighteenth Day of the Blessed Month of Hatour

The Martyrdom of Saint Philip the Apostle

On this day of the year 80 A.D., St. Philip the Apostle, one of the Twelve Disciples, was martyred. His lot fell to go to Africa and the surrounding regions. He went and preached there in the Name of the Lord Christ. There, he performed many miracles and wonders which astounded the people.


After he led the people to the knowledge of God, confirming them in the faith, he went to Herapolis, where he also led the people to the knowledge of God.


The non-believers took counsel together to kill him, accusing him of disobeying the king's order that no stranger was allowed to enter their city. They leap on him and seized him, but he smiled at them saying, "Why do you keep yourselves away from everlasting life, and why don't you think about the salvation of your souls?" But they did not pay any attention to his words; instead, they tortured him severely, then they crucified him head down. During the crucifixion, an earthquake took place; the people were terrified and ran away. Some believers arrived and wanted to untie him from the cross, but he told them to leave him, so he might finish his strife and receive his crown. He delivered his soul to the hands of Christ and received the crown of eternal glory in the year 80 A.D. and was buried there.


In the sixth century A.D., his body was transferred to Rome. The Lord manifested many signs and great wonders through the body of St. Philip.

His prayers be with us and Glory be to our God forever, Amen.


SAINT PHILIP THE APOSTLE(

St. Philip the apostle came from Bethsaida in Galilee and was a disciple of St. John the Baptist. In the first three gospels there is no mention of Philip, except in the list of apostles which occurs in each. But St. John's Gospel introduces his name several times, recording in particular that the call of Philip came the day after that given to St. Peter and St. Andrew. Jesus "found Philip" and said to him, "Follow me." (John 1:43) More than a century and a half later, Clement of Alexandria affirms that St. Philip was the young man who, when our Lord said to him, "Follow me," begged for a chance to go home first and bury his father, which initiated the reply, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but you go and preach the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:60).


From the account given by the evangelist, we should naturally infer that Philip responded without hesitation to the call he had received. Though his knowledge was imperfect, so much so that he describes Jesus as "the son of Joseph of Nazareth," he goes at once to find his friend Nathanael (in all probability to be identified as Bartholomew) and tells him, “We have found Him of whom Moses, in the law and the prophets, did write,” being plainly satisfied that this was in truth the Messiah. At the same time Philip gives proof of a sober discretion in his missionary zeal. He does not attempt to force his discovery upon unwilling ears. When Nathanael objects, "Can anything good come from Nazareth?" His answer is not an angry articulation but an appeal for personal inquiry - "Come and see" (John 1: 45-46). 

In the description of the feeding of the five thousand, Philip figures again. "When Jesus had lifted up his eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread that these may eat?" But this He said to try him, for He Himself knew what He would do." Once more we got the impression of the intellect of St. Philip's outlook when he replies, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may have a little." (John 6:5-7). 

It is in accord with the same kind-hearted type of character which hesitates before responsibilities that, when certain gentiles among the crowds who thronged to Jerusalem for the feast came to Philip saying, “Sir, we would see Jesus,” we find him reluctant to deal with the request without taking counsel. "Philip comes and tells Andrew. Again Andrew and Philip told Jesus." (John 12:20-23). 

Finally another glimpse is afforded us of the apostle’s earnestness and devotion conjoint with the defective spiritual insight, when on the evening before the passion our Lord announced, "No man comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; and from now on you know Him, and you have seen Him." Philip says to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us." Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long a time with you; and have you not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father. So how can you say, ‘Show us the Father?’" (John 14:6-9) 

Apart from the fact that St. Philip is named with the other apostles who spent ten days in the upper room awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 1:13), this is all we know about him with respect to the Bible. 

On the other hand, Eusebius, the Church Historian, and some other early writers have preserved a few details which tradition connected with the later life of St. Philip. The most reliable of these is the belief that he preached the gospel in Phrygia and died at Hierapolis, where he was also buried. A fragmentary inscription which refers to a church dedicated in honor of St. Philip was found in that city. We know also that Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus, writing to Victor the pope of Rome towards the close of the second century, refers to two daughters of St. Philip who had lived in virginity until old age, at Hierapolis, and mentions also another daughter who was buried in his own city of Ephesus. St. Clement of Alexandria stated that St. Philip was martyred under Domitian the emperor, being crucified head downwards.


Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
St. Philip the Apostle
Read: Synaxarium 18th Hatour
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1. Were Sts. Mark & Luke among the 12 or 70 disciples?
2. What was the unique way of St. Philip’s preaching?

3. Was St. Philip a Jew or a Gentile? Prove.

4. How many epistles did St. Philip write?

5. ​​___________________________ guided St. Philip to preach to the Ethiopian eunuch.






And we are His witnesses of these things, and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him.


Acts 5:32











( Coptic Orthodox Book of Saints, Part II, Saint George & Saint Joseph Coptic Orthodox Church, Montreal, Canada
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