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I am Responsible 
Objective: 
· Discovery of our gifts and making use of them for the glory of God 

Memory Verse: 

“I say to you to everyone who has, will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him” (Luke 19:26) 

References 

· “Moral Responsibility,” Bishop Gregory 

· The Parables of Jesus Christ (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:11-26) 

Introduction: 

Freedom Involves Responsibility 


God created Adam and gave him freedom. One of the prominent signs of freedom is responsibility, which God gave to him in keeping the commandment and working in Paradise. The more freedom man gets, the more responsibility he has. The more talents he has, the more commitments he has. In the parable of the five talents (Matthew 25:14-30), the Lord shows how each one of us is responsible for what he does and what he does not do. 

Lesson Outlines: 


This parable shows that man is in a state of work. It explains the necessity of hard work in our service and responsibility. It urges us to give ourselves for the glory of God and the good of others. The Lord shows us that all that the people received has been given to them by Him. Of themselves, they are nothing; they cannot pretend that they own anything. The purpose of our talents is that they are tools of service and sacrifice for the glory of God, “As good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10). 


The Lord gave some people more talents and to others less talents. This does not mean partiality; if He gave the owners of the little more talents, they would have a heavy burden, and the Lord does not demand more than they can do. 

Work is the Law of Life 


The Lord created Adam and ordered him to work, and he who does not work must not eat. Work involves happiness because he who works hard, with joy and satisfaction, receives the fruit of his work. In the material, earthly life, “what man sows, that he reaps.” The same applies to spiritual matters; what we sow of asceticism, struggle, godliness, love and sacrifice, we will reap in the form of heavenly, eternal joy. 

The Behavior of the Three Servants 


Two of the servants did well; what aroused your admiration in their behavior? 

· Hard work and honesty
· Making use of their talents and enjoying their potentials

When we apply this attitude in our practical life, of what importance is hard work and honesty in studying, worship, sports, making use of our leisure in practicing hobbies, and making use of our health to serve our families and the Church? 

The Reward 


A great compliment: “well done, good and faithful servant”, more authority, more responsibility and perpetual joy; “Enter into the joy of your master.” How happy are those who live in perpetual happiness? Their characters were accepted, their services were accepted, and they received eternal joy. 

The Lazy Man 


What annoyed you about his behavior? His laziness and negligence, his scorn of his talent, or his fear of work and the risk of trade? If we benefit from this subject in our spiritual life, why is laziness dangerous in worship, in studying, or in the Service? Despising our little talents is dangerous. Why? What is our duty toward what the Lord is given us of time, health, intelligence, knowledge, etc., however little this is? 

Settling Accounts with the Lazy 

Follow up on how the accounts were settled with the lazy servant. We notice the following: 

· He gives excuses... 

· His great confidence in his argument; “Here you have what is yours.” 

· Indifference to his sin; “I hid your talent in the ground.” 

· He judged his master; “I knew you to be a hard man.” 

· The Spirit of slavery and fear: “I was afraid.” Nothing hinders performing our duty towards God more than the Spirit of fear; fear is against perfect love. 

When the master wanted to settle accounts with the lazy servant, he accused him of two things: 

· “You wicked and lazy servant”: He who does not do good, deserves severe blame. He who lives for himself does not deserve to live. Refraining from doing good is a sin that leads to judgment, and laziness paves the way to evil. When man sleeps, the enemy sows thorns. 

· Contradicting himself (Verses 26 & 27): “You knew that I reap where I have not sowed... then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers.” 


On the Day of Judgment, the evil, lazy people will find no excuse. All false, weak excuses will fade away and every mouth will be shut. 

Judging the Lazy Servant 
· The lazy servant was pronounced guilty. 

· He was deprived of his talent (Verses 28 & 29): “So take the talent from him and give it to him who has ten talents. For everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” 

· He was cast into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth. This verdict shows us the dangerous results of laziness in life. 

Review Questions 

· What do “talents” mean? 

· What are the talents of young people in your age? 

· Why did the Lord give talents to man? 

· Why did the Lord distribute talents among people on different levels? 

· How were the honest servants rewarded? 

· What was the charge against the lazy servant, and why was he judged? 

Conclusion: 


We all have talents given to us from God to be used, multiplied and bear fruits. We need to discover our talents and start investing them, so that we are ready to meet our Judge with additional earning and fruit. 

Applications: 

· Hold a debate to study the potentials of the members of the class and the different ways of making use of their talents in the domain of practical service. 

· Recognize all the talents and try to invest them for the glory of God. 

· Recite Matthew 25:23 





Matthew 25:14-30

	14
	"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them.

	15
	"And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.

	16
	"Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents.

	17
	"And likewise he who had received two gained two more also.

	18
	"But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord's money.

	19
	"After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.

	20
	"So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.'

	21
	"His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'

	22
	"He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.'

	23
	"His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'

	24
	"Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed.

	25
	'And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.'

	26
	"But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.

	27
	'So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest.

	28
	'Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.

	29
	'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.

	30
	'And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'




Luke 19:11-27
	11
	Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.

	12
	Therefore He said: "A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return.

	13
	"So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, 'Do business till I come.'

	14
	"But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, 'We will not have this man to reign over us.'

	15
	"And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.

	16
	"Then came the first, saying, 'Master, your mina has earned ten minas.'

	17
	"And he said to him, 'Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.'

	18
	"And the second came, saying, 'Master, your mina has earned five minas.'

	19
	"Likewise he said to him, 'You also be over five cities.'

	20
	"Then another came, saying, 'Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away in a handkerchief.

	21
	'For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.'

	22
	"And he said to him, 'Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow.

	23
	'Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with interest?'

	24
	"And he said to those who stood by, 'Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.'

	25
	("But they said to him, 'Master, he has ten minas.')

	26
	'For I say to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.

	27
	'But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, and slay them before me.' "





 Matthew 25:14-30( 

1. Who is the man who sets out for foreign parts but our Redeemer, Who departed to heaven in the body He had taken on?  (St. Gregory the Great)
2. The Word compares the time the landowner spends away from home in the parable to either the ascension of Christ into heaven or at any rate to the unseen and invisible character of the Divine nature.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

3. He committed to them the talents and took his journey that you might understand his patience and long-suffering.  (St. John Chrysostom)

4. Three in number are the servants of him who “set out like a man going abroad,” just as in another parable those who bear fruit are three in number: “some” of them gain “one hundred, some sixty and some thirty.”  (Origen)

5. There are five bodily senses: sight, hearing, taste, smell and touch.  The five talents represent the gift of the five senses, that is, knowledge of externals; the two talents signify theory and practice; the one talent signifies theory alone.  (St. Gregory the Great)

6. By successfully negotiating and zealously teaching, they traded and acquired five more talents.  A wise man grows in wisdom, a trustworthy man in trust.  Note this: What each man knows, he can teach to another, up to the level of as much as he knows.  Therefore, whatever someone has in himself, by teaching this to another, he gains it in the other, making that person have what he too has.  (Origen)
7. And there are some endowed with two talents; when they preach to others by both theory and practice, their business venture, so to call it, yields a twofold gain.  When preaching is provided for both sexes the talents received are so to speak doubled.  (St. Gregory the Great)

8. There are some who, even without knowing how to probe into inward and mystical matters, use the natural gifts they have received to teach correctly those they can reach to strive for their heavenly home.  While guarding themselves from physical wantonness, from striving after earthly things and from taking pleasure in things they can see, they restrain others too from these things by their counsel.  (St. Gregory the Great)

9. I wonder whether those who received “five talents” can be deemed to be more mature that those who study and receive the more noble and sublime context of Scripture.  (Origen)

10. Without doubt, when someone has loved God with all his heart and with all his soul and will all his strength, he has the same reward of love as the person with a bigger heart or with a more gifted soul or with greater ability.  This alone is required: At whatever level one has received a gift from God, one should use it for God’s glory.  (Origen)

11. Hiding a talent in the earth means employing one’s abilities in earthly affairs, failing to seek spiritual profit, never raising one’s heart from earthly thoughts.  (St. Gregory the Great)

12. “The master came to them” in due course. “After a long time” he came and “settled accounts with them” on everything they had done, compensating them for the gains of their good works and the losses of their sins.  He dealt with each one individually.  It behooves us, then, as those who by sinning have done evil and by doing good reaped a profit, to keep a guard on our hearts.  In this way, when our Master comes to settle accounts with us, we may not be found to have done evil, even through idle words.  (Origen)

13. The first servant stepped forward in confidence, because he had gone to work and made a profit.  That confidence now made him bold, for he was the first one to approach the master.  (Origen)

14. Those who bring a return to him confess frankly, both what is their own and what their Master’s.  And the one says, “Lord, you gave me five talents,” and the other says, “two,” indicating that from him they received the source of their gain, and they were very thankful and reckon all to him.  (St. John Chrysostom)
15. He who now generously bestows spiritual gifts may at the judgment inquire searchingly into what was achieved; He may take into account what everyone has received and weigh up the gain we bring back from His gifts.  (St. Gregory the Great)

16. “You have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.”  He means by this expression, “Enter into the realm of all blessedness.”  (St. John Chrysostom)

17. Note where that good and faithful servant is going who was faithful in the little things of this life. “Enter into the joy of your master,” he is told. Every delight and every joy will be there when those who weep here below will be merry hereafter and those who righteously mourn will receive a worthy consolation.  (Origen)

18. The faithful servant is put in charge of many things after overcoming all the troubles brought him by perishable things.  He is brought completely into the joy of his master when he is taken into his eternal home and joined to the company of angels.  His inner joy at his gift is such that there is no longer any external perishable thing that can cause him sorrow.  (St. Gregory the Great)

19. He [the 3rd servant] was afraid to invest the talent for interest, when he should have been afraid only of bringing it back to his master without interest.  For many people in the Church resemble that servant.  They are afraid to attempt a better way of life but not of resting in idleness.  When they advert to the fact that they are sinners, the prospect of grasping the ways of holiness alarms them, but they feel no fear at remaining in their wickedness.  Those who see that they are weak and are for this reason unwilling to improve their habits or way of life are like people admitting that they are sinners and at the same time banishing God.  (St. Gregory the Great)

20. The third, out of fear and being insufficiently faithful, “went away and hid” his master’s money.  From his defensiveness it appears that he feared the master.  Such are those who neither exert themselves nor question what has been said nor extend themselves to benefit souls, but they scatter their energies on what they have received and have been entrusted with.  (Origen)

21. The [3rd] servant was trapped by his own words when his master confirms, “Yes, I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered. I expect something of you that I have not given.  I expect much more than merely what I gave you to trade with.”  (St. Gregory the Great)

22. He [the master] agreed with the servant when he went on to say, “You knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not winnow.”  In this way, it seems to me: The righteous man “sows in the Spirit,” from which he will also “reap eternal life.” Everything that is sown and reaped for eternal life by the righteous man, God reaps.  The righteous man belongs to God, who reaps where not He but the righteous man has sown.  So we may say that the righteous man has “scattered and given to the poor.” The Lord, however, gathers to Himself whatever the righteous man has “scattered and given to the poor.”  He counts as having been done to Himself whatever the faithful have sown or winnowed for the poor. He says to those who have done good to their neighbors: “Come you, blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom which was prepared for you. I was hungry and you gave Me to eat …” He says to those who failed to reap and gather: “Depart from Me, you wicked, into everlasting fire, which my Father has prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you did not give me to eat …”  (Origen)

23. “You ought to have invested my money with the banker.” You ought to have spoken to someone and received his advice and been admonished. You ought to have given it to someone else to work with and required them to report to you. You ought to have done the easy part and left with someone else the part that is more difficult.  (St. John Chrysostom)
24. To give money to moneylenders means to lay out knowledge of preaching to those who can practice it. What you have will be required of you with interest. (St. Gregory the Great)

25. God, Who invariably makes good sense in the teaching of truth, by His Divinity can take away the corresponding amount from him who made poor use of it and give it to him who multiplied his own.  Concerning not only wisdom but also every good quality, we should reflect on the words of Solomon: “And if there is anyone perfect among the children of men, if Your wisdom is taken away from him, he will be counted as nothing.”  (Origen)

26. Since he did nothing with his one talent, even that one is to be taken from him and given to the more productive partner.  What does that mean to us?  One who is given a gift of preaching or teaching is given it so others may profit from it.  If one does not use this gift, he will lose it.  But one who uses the gift diligently will gain even more of the gift in abundance, even as the inactive recipient will lose what he received.  The penalty is not, however, limited to this.  The punishment in addition is intolerable, and the sentence is filled with heavy accusation.  (St. John Chrysostom)

27. Surely those who are bound by fear and laziness will end up in the worst evil.  But to those who are industrious, an even more lavish gift will be presented.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

28. Let us therefore, knowing these things, contribute whatever we have – wealth, diligence or care giving – for our neighbor’s advantage.  For the talents here are each person’s abilities, whether in the way of protection, or in money, or in teaching or in whatever thing you have been given.  You are not poorer than the widow.  You are not more uninstructed than Peter and John, who were both “unlearned and ignorant men.” Nevertheless, since they demonstrated zeal and did all things for the common good, they were received into heaven. For nothing is so pleasing to God as to live for the common advantage.  For this end God gave us speech, and hands, and feet, and strength of body and mind and understanding, that we might use all these things both for our own salvation and for our neighbor’s advantage.  (St. John Chrysostom)
29. Whoever has love receives other gifts as well.  Whoever does not have love loses even the gifts he appeared to have received.  Hence it is necessary, my friends, that in everything you do, you be vigilant about guarding love.  True love is to love your friend in God and your enemy for the sake of God.  Whoever does not have this loses every good that he possesses; he is deprived of the talent he received, and according to the Lord’s sentence he is cast into external darkness.  (St. Gregory the Great)

30. Do you see how sins of omission also are met with extreme rejection?  It is not only the covetous, the active doer of evil things and the adulterer, but also the one who fails to do good.  As we have opportunity, let us work to cooperate with our salvation.  Let us get oil for our lamps.  Let us labor to add to our talent.  For if we are backward and spend our time in sloth here, no one will pity us any more hereafter, though we should wail ten thousand times.  (St. John Chrysostom)

 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
I am Responsible 
Read: Matthew 25:14-30 & Luke 19:11-27
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Luke 19:26


1. What do “talents” mean? 
2. What are the talents of young people in your age? 
3. How should a simple worker behave faithfully?  A Christian merchant?  A student? 
4. Why did the Lord give talents to man? 
5. Why did the Lord distribute talents among people on different levels? 
6. How were the honest servants rewarded? 
7. What was the charge against the lazy servant, and why was he judged?  




































































































From:  Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: New Testament 1b, by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Manlio Simonetti, 2002
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