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Sacrifices in the Old Testament (Part I) 
Objective: 
· Link the Old Testament Sacrifices to the sacrifice of the New Testament, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Memory Verse: 

“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) 

References: 

· “Leviticus,” Fr. Tadros Malaty 

· “The Sacrifices,” Fr. Marcorious Anba Bishoy
Introduction: 

Why the Blood?
· Since the first sin, man could not present himself before God because of his sins. So he had to have blood on his hands as a passport to pass into His Hollies. “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” (Genesis 3:21) 

· The offering of sacrifices was passed from generation to generation, till God gave a precise description on how to offer the sacrifices, which in every aspect symbolized the Sacrifice of the Cross. In the fulfillment of time, God sent His Only-begotten Son, born of a virgin, to bring happiness to the whole creation through His Sacrifice, which saved from death and destruction, which fulfilled the law, and which showed His love. 

Lesson Outline: 

What is a sacrifice? 

It is what one gives up as an offering to God. It is supposed to: 

1. Constitute a covenant with God
2. Maintain a covenant with God
3. Please God
4. Thank God
5. Ask forgiveness from God

Sacrifices before the Law of Moses: 

· “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” (Genesis 3:21) This shows God’s love. He sacrificed and made coats of skin to cover their nakedness. 

· “Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in His heart, ‘I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake.’” (Genesis 8:20,21) 

· Abraham also built an altar for God: “And there he built an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord.” (Genesis 12:8)
· But what is even greater about Abraham is the test that he went through regarding the sacrifice of his son. That was the first time that God would ask a sacrifice of a human. And when He requested one, He defined in details that it be the most precious that a man can offer, “your only son whom you love,” the son of promise. Upon him were all the hopes of the present and future. Isaac was the symbol of the great Sacrifice of Christ. And when Abraham passed the exam, he deserved to hear from God this great blessing: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son, blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 22:16-18) 

· Also, Isaac and Jacob offered sacrifices to God as their fathers did. (Genesis 26:25, 28:18, 31:54, 33:20, 35:7, 46:1) 

Sacrifices in Moses’ time: 


God gave Moses instructions concerning the different sacrifices which should be offered in the tabernacle.
· Sacrifices offered as an offering burnt by fire, of a sweet aroma unto the Lord. These included burnt offering, meal offering, and peace offering. 

· Sacrifices offered for sins of ignorance. These included sin offerings and trespass offerings. 

General characteristics of these sacrifices pointed to the Sacrifice of Christ: 

1. The blood was the king’s seal by which every thing was consecrated. “And according to the law, almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.” (Hebrews 9:22) 

Thus, we can appreciate the value of shedding the Blood of our Lord as atonement for the life of the whole world. 

2. The sacrifice must be an unreasoning animal (thoughtless). That is, it cannot sin or trespass, and therefore it can substitute for the sinner. Being unable to sin is another symbol of Christ who is without sin. 

“All we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6) 

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) 

3. The sacrifices need to be offered every day. Because of its corrupt nature, it has only a temporary effect, since it is only the blood of bulls and of goats. Thus, it points to the need of a permanent sacrifice, a sacrifice that can remain alive. 

“Who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself” (Hebrews 7:27) 

“For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13) 

4. There are so many types of offerings mentioned in the book of Leviticus. This reflects the nature of sin and its complexity, which required many sacrifices and offerings. All these pointed to the Sacrifice of Christ which could not be completed with only one sacrifice. 

5. The continuous presence and smell of death, blood, and fire in the tabernacle exemplified to the Israelites the awfulness of sin and its consequences.
Types of animal used as sacrifices: 

Animals: Cows, Sheep, and Goats 

· Must be clean, i.e. of the types of animals that were allowed to be eaten - a symbol of eating the Body of Christ. Also the sacrifice could not be from unclean animals, such as flesh-eating animals, because they feed on the death of other animals, which can not symbolize Christ who gave Himself for others. 

· Pure, a symbol of Christ; “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens.” (Hebrews 7:26) 

· It has to be a domestic animal which is not hunted because hunted animals run away and are brought reluctantly to the slaughter, unlike domestic animals which are submissive, obedient and surrendering. This symbolizing our Good Savior; “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth. He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7) 

· Without blemish, otherwise it’s rejected. The priest used to examine every part very carefully, even after it was sacrificed; he would examine its bones, meat and guts until he was completely sure that it’s without blemish, and then he would burn it. This is similar to Christ who is without sin. 

“And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you favorably?" says the Lord of hosts (Malachi 1:8). 

Birds 

· Turtledove and young pigeons, because old doves are better than small doves, and young pigeons are better than old pigeons
· Sparrows for the purification from leprosy
Sacrifices without blood: White flour and wine
Conclusion: 


The idea of sacrificing to the Lord has been around for a very long time. It’s a sign of love to the Creator. It is also a characteristic of the bond between man and God. Jesus Christ became our new Bond between man and God. 

Applications: 

· Sacrifice some of your time and effort for the sake of God and others.
· Search in Leviticus for the types of offerings in the Old Testament as a preparation for next week’s lesson.

Sacrifices in the Old Testament (Part II) 

Objective: 

· Link the Old Testament sacrifices to the Sacrifice of the New Testament, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Memory Verse: 

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” 
(John 15:13) 

References: 

· “Leviticus,” Fr. Tadros Malaty 

· “The Sacrifices,” Fr. Marcorious Anba Bishoy
Introduction: 

· Review with the students the previous lesson to be able to continue the same topic 

· Ask them what was their personal benefit from the previous lesson 

Lesson Outlines: 

Sacrifices offered in the tabernacle 
Burnt offering: 

This Sacrifice is the first and most important one, called in Hebrew “Olah,” which means “Ascending” because its smoke ascends upwards as a sweet aroma to the Lord. It is also called in Hebrew “Kalil,” which means “Whole” because all of it is offered to the Lord. 


This sacrifice shows the most important aspect of the sacrifice of the cross, which is the complete obedience of the Son to God the Father. “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” (John 6:38) “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians:2:8) 


St. John Chrysostom encourage us to offer our lives as a burnt offerings Martyrs have offered their souls and bodies as burnt offering, we may also be able to offer burnt offering to God, if we can’t offer our bodies as burnt offering with fire, we can do that by a different type of fire such as voluntary poverty, or crucifying our lusts. 


The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out. This is a symbol to the sacrifice of Christ, which became a continuous burnt offering before God the Father at all times, so that He may have mercy on all His people. 

Rites of the burnt offering 
· The person would bring the animal (a Bull, a male of lamb or a goat) to the door of the tabernacle 􀃆 A symbol of Christ who came to the Jewish nation and they did not receive him. 

· Put his hand over the head of the animal􀃆 A symbol that the sacrifice became a substitute for the person. 

· Sacrifice the animal on the north side before God. 

· The priest would collect the blood and sprinkle it around the altar 􀃆 a symbol that the sacrifice of Christ is atonement for the whole world. 

· The burnt offering is then skinned and cut into pieces􀃆 The examination that our Lord went through regarding his deeds and words. And that Pilate did not find any guilt in Him. 

· Aaron's sons would arrange the pieces together with the head and the fat on the altar. 

· Then they wash its entrails and legs (Unclean parts), and burn all on the altar as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the Lord. 

· The skin of the sacrifice was given to the priest who offered the sacrifice. 

If the sacrifice is of birds 

· Who can’t afford to offer animal sacrifice can offer birds: (turtledove and pigeons). Turtledove, symbol of fear of sin, also to, whereas the young pigeons are symbols of gentleness and simplicity, and also to the church the beautiful dove carrying the Holy Spirit of God. 

· The priest would offer it on the altar and bring off the head. 

· Drain the blood out on the side of the altar. 

· Remove its crop and its feathers and cast it beside the altar on the East Side, into the place for ashes. 

· Then he shall split it at its wings but do not divide it completely. 

· Then the priest would burn it on the altar. 

Other Burnt offerings on behalf of the entire congregation 

· They are offered for the sanctification and consecration of the people. 

· Daily Sacrifice: A continuous sacrifice, two lambs offered daily, one in the morning and the other evening. 

· Consecration of priests: Bulls, rams and lambs. 

· In certain days during the year and in feasts: on Saturdays: Extra lambs are offered other than the daily ones. 

· In the beginning of the month, 2bulls, a ram, and 7 lambs. 

· Burnt offerings for purification: After giving birth, after healing from leprosy…etc. 

· When either man or women shall separate themselves to vow a vow. 

· Burnt offering, which accompanies the sin sacrifice, which offered by a poor person: young pigeon or turtledove. 

· Burnt offering, which accompanies the sin sacrifice, which offered by a group which, sinned unintentionally: one bull. 

Grain offering: Leviticus 2:1-10, 6:14-23 

Flour offering 


The person brings fine flour; pour oil on it, and put frankincense on it. Aaron’s sons the priests take this and burn it upon the altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet aroma unto the Lord. 

Grain offering baked in the oven. 


Unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil. 

Grain offering baked in a pan. 


Fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil. This is cut into pieces, and oil is poured on it. 

Grain offering baked in the frying pan. 


It shall be made of fine flour with oil. The grain offering was usually offered together with sacrifices. 

Symbols in this sacrifice 

· Salt 􀃆 protects from corruption, a symbol of covenant and promise. You are the salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13) 

· No Leaven -􀃆 (Leaven is a symbol of evil, wickedness, and hypocrisy) because He was sinless. 

· No Honey -􀃆 because it is a symbol of self-indulgence and sweet talk. 

· Burning the Grain offering 􀃆 the sufferings of Christ during His life. “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). 


The Grain offering does not represent the Sacrifice of the bread and wine which we offer to our Lord on the altar, but it only symbolizes the life of Christ on earth and His service since he was baptized till prior to His crucifixion. Therefore our church, offer the sacrifice made of leaven bread because He carried our sins in His body to the Cross, and offered Himself a Sin sacrifice for us. 

Peace Sacrifice (also known as offering of completion) 


This is offered to God as an expression of Thanksgiving. It is the most sacrifice associated with joy and gladness, because it was allowed for the person and the priests to eat of it in presence of God 􀃆 of peace and reconciliation with God. 


The peace sacrifice was offered for thanksgiving to God, and the sacrament of the communion is called the sacrament of Eucharist = thanksgiving. 

Three types of peace sacrifice: 

· Sacrifice of thanksgiving 􀃆 I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the Lord (Ps 116:17). 

· Vow offering 􀃆 Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render praises unto thee (Psalm 56:12). 

· Freewill offerings-􀃆 The person would promise to give a specific sacrifice, if anything happened to the sacrifice, then the person offering it does not need to replace it. 

Characteristics of the peace sacrifice: 

· Cow, goat, or lamb is offered. Birds are not offered, because it is a sacrifice of fellowship. So it should be large enough for every one to be satisfied-􀃆 Spiritual satisfaction that God cave through His sacrifice. 

· Laying of hands on the sacrifice was mainly to confess the good deeds and give thanks to God. 

· Sacrificed on the door of the tabernacle, and the blood is sprinkled around the altar. 

The Sin sacrifice 


In these sacrifices we see the Son of God carrying our sins to pay for our debts. 


The sin sacrifice is offered for the sinner person in general or unintentionally (A person has seen something and did not witness it, if a person touches any unclean thing, if a person swears and lies) while the trespass sacrifice is offered for a certain sin. 

A sin sacrifice for a priest 

· A young bull without blemish is offered as a sin offering. 

· The priest brings the bull to the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the Lord, lays his hand on the bull’s head, confesses his sins and kills the bull before the Lord. 

· Then the anointed priest shall take some of the bull’s blood and bring it to the tabernacle of meeting. He dips his finger in the blood and sprinkles some of the blood seven times before the Lord, in front of the veil of the sanctuary and on the horns of the altar of sweet incense before the Lord. This is a symbol of his need to the intercession of the blood in front of God since he is the intercessor for the people. 

· The fat is burnt on the altar, the rest is burnt outside and no body eats from it. 

A sin sacrifice for the congregation 

· If the congregation sinned unintentionally to God, they offer this sacrifice. 

· It is the same as above but the elders of the congregation lay their hands on the head of the bull before the Lord. 

A sin sacrifice for a ruler 

· An offspring of the goats, a male without blemish. 

· He put his hand and confesses his sins 

· The priest puts some of the blood of the sin offering on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and pours its blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering. 

· The priest eats the meat of the sacrifice 

A sin sacrifice for anyone of the common people 

· An offspring of the goats or a lamb, a female without blemish. Probably this was cheaper. 

· If the person cannot afford this, he can offer a couple of turtledove or pigeons. 

· Same like the ruler 

The trespass sacrifice 

Sin against holy things of the Lord 

· 
When a person forgets or does not know to give one of the offerings (first fruits, tithes…) 

· 
A ram without blemish from the flocks. 

· 
He gives the value of what he was supposed to give before plus one-fifth more to it. 

Sin against the neighbor 

· If a person lies to his neighbor about what was delivered to him for safekeeping or if he has found what was lost and lies concerning it, and swears. 

· He restores what he has stolen, or what was delivered to him for safekeeping, or the lost thing which he found, full value, add one-fifth more to it, 

· 
A ram without blemish from the flock. 

Conclusion: 


God cared for our salvation from the first moment after Adam sinned to you. God has sacrificed himself for us as the ultimate expression of love. 

Application: 

· Give-up 15 minutes of your TV time to spend with God reading the Bible throughout this week. Remember our Lord Jesus Christ gave up his blood and died for you. 

· Give-up eating one thing you love for the coming week. 

· Give something you like of your belongings to a brother, sister or a friend. 


Sacrifices(

Sacrifices started when God made for Adam and Eve tunics of skin and clothed them (Gen 3:21). Adam and his descendants then knew how to approach God; they have to offer a bloody sacrifice. God accepted Abel's offering because it was according to what He taught them.


Noah offered a burnt offering from the clean animals and birds after getting out of the ark, and the Lord smelled a soothing aroma (Gen 8:20,21). Abraham's relation with God was linked with the altar every place he went; we read that he built an altar for the Lord (Gen 12:7,8; 13:18) and offered sacrifices. Isaac and Jacob followed the foot steps of their fathers in offering sacrifices to the Lord. The Israelites were saved from their slavery in Egypt through the blood of the Lamb of Passover (Ex 12). After building the tabernacle, God gave Moses instructions about the different types of sacrifices. God is Holy and cannot withstand sin, and there’s no way for a sinful person to draw near to God unless his sins had been put away; "without shedding of blood there is no remission." Heb 9:22


There are many types of sacrifices mentioned in Leviticus, each explain a different aspect of the unique Sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. Although there were many types of sacrifices, yet there are general rules for all of them.
· Sin has two results:

1. Displeases God

2. Kills man; "the wage of sin is death." To please God, the sinner has to offer burnt offerings. And to save man from death, he has to offer the sin and trespass offerings.

· The general idea of the sacrifice is that an innocent animal dies on behalf of a sinful person. This animal has to be clean and without blemish, that is to say, not sick or deformed. The sinner puts his hand over the head of the animal and confesses his sins, and then the animal is slaughtered. The innocent, clean animal did not do any sin but carried the sins and died instead of the sinner who deserved death, as Christ the Lamb of God, who is Holy and without blemish, carried our sins on the Cross (Heb 4:15; I Pet 2:22; I Jn 3:5; Jn 8:46).


The Holy Blood of Jesus Christ is the secret power of every sacrifice "The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin" I Jn 1:7. Also St. Paul says, "For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God" Heb 9:13, 14.

Types of Sacrifices
I. Burnt Offering 
(Lev 1; 6:9-13; Num 15:3-12; II Chron 7:1-7)


It was the first in order among other sacrifices as it was an expression of love, obedience and devotion of one's self to God. It was concerned with pleasing God, a sweet aroma to the Lord, "As Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling aroma" Eph 5:2.

· In this sacrifice, we do not look to Christ as the Bearer of our sins but as One who obeys the Father in our name, even unto death (Philip 2:8; Jn 10:18; Jn 6:38). So our lives become, through Him, a sweet aroma to the Lord (Rom 12:1).

· Acceptable animals for this sacrifice were to be clean and without blemish, a male of the herd or flock, offered by ones own free will at the door of the tabernacle. The poor can offer turtle doves or young pigeons.

· This offering is called a holocaust as it is totally consumed by fire (Lev 6:22; Deut 33:10). It represents the work of the fiery Holy Spirit who burns every evil in us and inflames our hearts with God's love.

· No one eats from it; it is wholly offered to God, representing submission of all our lives to God.

· Since it is the sacrifice of devotion and ministry, it was a part of the morning and evening offerings. It was also offered in celebrating feasts and the Sabbaths.

· It is offered outside the door of the tabernacle, as Christ was crucified outside the camp (Heb 13:12,13).

· The offerer puts his hand on the head of the animal to become one with it.

· The priest sprinkles the blood all around on the altar. The blood is the power of the sacrifice, leading us into eternity.

· Arranging the pieces with the head on top of the wood which is on the altar refers to the Church that shares the Cross with Christ.

· Washing the inner parts and the legs with water refers to the work of baptism in our lives, which is also connected to the Cross.

· The work of the priest:

1. To examine the sacrifice’s exterior and interior
2. To light fire to the wood on the altar and keep it on
3. To sprinkle the blood all around the altar
4. To place the parts of the offering on the fire
5. To throw the ashes in a holy place outside the camp, so it would not be trodden on
· This sacrifice teaches us to offer our bodies on the altar of love, without blemish, as a burnt offering accepted through Jesus Christ, the High Priest who dwells in us. 
II. The Grain Offering 
(Lev 2, 6:14-23; Num 15:4-9; Ex 29:40-42)


It is not an obligatory offering like the burnt offering. It is always offered with the bloody sacrifices (Num 15:1-16). Its substance is mainly flour:

· Fine flour with oil poured or mixed with it, and frankincense added
· Baked in the oven with no leaven and anointed with oil
· Baked on a pan made of iron or bronze
· Baked in a covered pan made of clay

This offering refers to the life of Christ in His Divine Incarnation. 
· The Flour:


Christ likened Himself to wheat grain: "Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone" Jn 12:24.


The flour is white, referring to Christ's holiness. It is crushed wheat grain, as Jesus Christ "who was bruised for our iniquities" Isa 53:5.


The flour is smooth and soft, referring to Christ's kindness and gentleness.


The bread is made from flour, and Christ is the "Bread of life" Jn 6:35. 
· The Oil:


Oil refers to the Holy Spirit. Kneading with oil explains the work of the Holy Spirit in the Divine Incarnation. The oil that is poured symbolizes the Lord Christ who was anointed to serve our salvation (Isa 61:1-2). 
· Frankincense:

It is one of the constituents of incense (Ex 30:34). It represents prayers (Ps 141:2). And our Lord Jesus Christ offered Himself as sweet incense that pleased God the Father. 
· Seasoned with Salt (Lev 2:13):


Salt refers to righteousness and incorruption. God does not want our offerings to be corrupted by yeast or honey but rather be preserved by salt.


Salt also refers to the confirmation of a covenant; "It is a covenant of salt forever before the Lord with you and your descendants with you" Num 18:19. "You are the salt of the earth" Matt 5:13). "Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one" Col 4:6.

· Yeast must not be present in this offering, although it was present in other offerings as that offered in the feast of weeks. Yeast refers to sin; "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy" Luke 12:1. The grain offering does not present Christ carrying our sin but the Holy One who Has no sin or blemish, who was incarnated and anointed by the Holy Spirit (I Cor 5:7-8).

· Honey should also not be present in this offering because it refers to worldly pleasures. Our Lord Jesus Christ lived a poor life full of troubles even from His own people. We can not enjoy communion with God if worldly pleasures are in our hearts.

· It has to be burned on fire; fire refers to the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ.

· The grain offering is only eaten by the priests in the court of the tabernacle, while they are clean. It is most holy. 
III. Peace Offering 
(Lev 3, 7:11-21; Num 18:17,18)


This offering refers to the communion with God; that is why it is also called fellowship or thanksgiving offering. It proclaims the joy and the peace of the Church as a whole in Christ Who reconciled her with the Father; "Having made peace through the blood of His cross" Col 1:20 (Read Eph 2:14-17).


It is an oblation of perfection offered by the community or by one of its members to fulfill a vow. It was also offered at the ordination of the priests as a sacrifice of fullness (Ex 29:19-28; Lev 8:22-23) and at the feast of Pentecost (Lev 23:19,20). It was the only offering that the congregation was permitted to eat from with the priests. It was a symbol of the Eucharist, the thanksgiving Sacrifice.

· Everyone who eats from this offering must be clean; if not, he should be cut off from the congregation; likewise, the one who partakes of the Eucharist in an unworthy manner will be guilty (I Cor 11:28,29).

· The placing of hands on the animal is not for confessing sins but for acknowledging God's mercies and giving thanks.

· No fat or blood should be eaten; it had to be burned on the altar.

· At times of gladness and feasts, the priests should blow the trumpets over the burnt offering and the peace offering (Num 10:10).

IV. Sin Offering 
(Lev 4; 5, 6:24-30)


The sin offering was an acknowledgment of sin and not like the first three offerings types, which were a sweet aroma to the Lord. It was a symbol of Christ on the Cross, carrying our shame and sins. It is an obligatory offering. The one who committed sin through ignorance has to offer a sacrifice and confess his sins.


The animal chosen for the sacrifice differ according to the state and rank of the sinner and his role in society:

· The anointed priest or the whole congregation (equally) has to offer a young bull, and the priest sprinkles the blood seven times in front of the veil, on the horns of the altar of incense and, the rest of the blood, on the base of the altar of burnt offering.

· A ruler offers a male kid of goat, and the priest puts some of the blood on the horns of the altar of the burnt offering and the rest at the base of the altar.

· One of the common people offers a female kid of goat or a female lamb.

· A poor person offers two turtle doves or two young pigeons or one tenth ephah of flour without oil or frankincense.


The sin offering for the anointed priest is mentioned first to indicate the great danger of this situation, even if he sinned unintentionally. Although he takes the confessions of others, he needs to confess his sin.


The offerer has to put his hand on the animal and confess his sin, so the sin is transferred to the animal as Jesus Christ carried our sins.

· The sin sacrifice for the high priest or the whole congregation is burned outside the camp because this sin is awful and God can't see it in the holy places (Heb 13:11). But that for a ruler or one of the common people is eaten by the priests in a holy place, in the court of the tabernacle of meeting, as it is most holy. This assures the sinner that his sin has been forgiven and that he is accepted by God. 
Examples of unintentional sins (Lev 5:1-4):

1- Withholding testimony or hiding truth
2- Touching the carcass of an unclean animal
3- Touching any human uncleanness
4- Swearing or speaking thoughtlessly
The sin offering is also offered in the following cases:

1- In the rites of consecration of priests (Ex 29, Lev 8)
2- Purification of women after labor (Lev 12)
3- Purification of the leper (Lev 14:19)
4- Purification from bodily discharge
5- In some feasts as in: 
· The feast of weeks (Lev 23:29)

· The feast of the tabernacle (Lev 23:33-36)

· The feast of unleavened bread (Num 28:22)

6- At the beginning of a month (Num 28:15)
7- At the day of the first fruit (Num 28:30)
8- At the day of blowing the trumpets (Num 29:1-6)
9- At the Atonement day (Lev 16)
V. Trespass or Guilt Offering 
(Lev 5:14-19, Lev 6:1-7, Lev 7:1-7, Num 18:9,10) 
The trespass offering is of two kinds:

1- For an unintentional sin against the holies of the Lord (Lev 5:14-19); for example, not offering the first fruits or the tithes (Malachi 3:8).

2- For sins causing loss to the brethren (Lev 6:1-7), and it is also considered a sin against the Lord (Matt 25:40). Examples:

· One who is entrusted with a pledge or safekeeping and denies having it
· One who steals something from his neighbor
· One who finds what was lost and lies and swears falsely concerning it

The sacrifice offered for both kinds is the same, a ram without blemish. It should be accompanied by restitution for the harm and 1/5 of it for sinning against the holies, and by restoration of the stolen or the lost thing plus 1/5 of it for sinning against the brethren.


The rite of this sacrifice is similar to the sin sacrifice, except that there is no laying of hands on the animal; the kind of animal is the same for all ranks of people. Only the priest who offers it eats it in a holy place. It is most holy.


 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Sacrifices in the Old Testament 

Verse to memorize: [image: image1.png]
	Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

John 1:29
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