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Different Kinds of Soil
Objective: 
· To recognize hindrances to spiritual development 

Memory Verse: 

“He who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces.” (Matthew 13:23) 

References 

· “A Sower Went Out to Sow,” Fr. Bishoy Abdel Messih 

· “The Parables of the Lord Christ,” Dr. Maurice Tawadros 

· The Parables of Jesus Christ (Matthew 13:3-22) 

Introduction: 

A Sower went out to Sow 

Great crowds gathered around the Lord Jesus on the Beach of Galilee Sea. The Lord told them many things in parables. One of these parables is the parable of the Sower. A Sower went out to sow and as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, on the rocky ground, upon thorns and on the good soil which brought forth grain, some a hundred fold, some sixty, some thirty. Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” And He answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.” 


We wonder why this preference was. Was it because the disciples were more prepared to receive the word? Or because they were more ready to receive, comprehend and understand? Or because they were chosen? The Lord Jesus blessed their eyes because they saw and their ears because they heard, and He said to them, “Many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see, and did not see it and to hear what you hear and did not hear it.” (Notice that these verses are repeated and prayed by the Church in the Intercession of the Gospel to show us our status before God when we listen to the Holy Gospel and obey His word that He grants us.) 

Lesson Outlines: 

Types of Soil 


The Lord Jesus explained to His disciples the four types of soil. You can read the Gospel in Matthew (3:3-23) to study these types. It is beneficial if we observe, measure and examine ourselves in the light of what the wisdom of God has given us in this parable (Read the text with the children and discuss every type with them). The Lord Jesus showed that the sown seeds are the words of God that never vanish (1 Peter 1:23). The Sower is the Lord Jesus Christ, either in Person or through His ministers. The people are the work of God and the ministers are working with God (1 Corinthians 3:9). Preaching the multitude is sowing seeds, and the soil in which the seeds are sown is the hearts of men, which vary according to their type. 

The Path 

1. Why did the Lord Jesus call this soil the path? 

2. Why is this type of soil dangerous? 

3. When can our hearts be like the soil of the path? 

4. How can we cure our life if this type of soil appears? 


These questions are for you to answer in your contemplation and prayers during your study of this type of soil. Remember that those who listen to the word of God without understanding, or listen but neglect it, the word gets out of the other ear without leaving any effect and become an easy prey for the devil who seizes every message thrown on this soil. 

Exercise 


Did you notice that absent mindedness, the inability to concentrate and indifference deprives the word of God in the heart of due care and guard? If it is so, let us bow in worship and offer repentance and raise prayer out of the heart, praying the Lord Jesus to surround the heart with a strong fence, strengthen the will, and deepens care, concentration and thought, so that we may say with David, “I have laid up Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11). 

The Rocky Places 


How can the hearts of flesh be like stones? When the materialistic spirit fills the heart and replaces mercy and kindness with cruelty, roughness and judgment of others. Here, listening to the word does not lead us to heaven, even if we receive it with care and joy. It is not enough for the heart to be affected by the word at the moment, but it is important that the heart dissolves with it. Starting the way is not the main goal. It is very important to continue, persist and bear patience, as it is written, “But he who endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22). Let us ask ourselves: 

· Do I have firm principles, a strong determination, and a ready will? 

· If an affliction takes place, do I refrain from worship, desert the spiritual atmosphere and complain against God? 

· If I discover that the soil of my heart is stony, let me practice these exercises: 

· Crush the stones and destroy pride through repentance, contrition, thanksgiving and endurance. 

· Pour tears of repentance to soften the cruel heart. 

· Be careful in all types of behavior through perpetual prayers & reading the Bible. 

· Abstain from listening to evil words, useless talk and seeing evil images; perpetually confess so that the heart may be kept pure, alive and sensitive. 

The Thorny Ground 


Thorns grew up...this means that it was not in sight when the grains were sown. It is thorns that choke the seeds. What are the choking thorns? 

· Worries of life, increasing concerns, care and bitterness of heart, the conceit of the rich (Danger does not live in the wealth itself, but it lies in the conceit of the wealthy man, dependence on the wealth and being deceived by it), desires for things, etc. 

· If the Lord reveals to me that many thorns are there in the soil of my heart, let me practice this exercise: Purify the heart, examine it and confess to the father of confession; confess every care, anxiety, concern, conceit, dependence on property or talents, etc. 

The Good soil 


What distinguishes this ground from the others? Contemplate the Lord’s saying, “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” Notice that this good ground was not free from stones or thorns. The same case is with the saints who are not free from the remains of sin, but they are only free of the domination and authority of sin. Let us ask ourselves: 

· Do we hear the word and understand it? 

· Do we obey the word in the spirit of modesty? 

· Does the word bear fruit in our life for the glory of God & the extension of His Kingdom? 

· If saints differ in the extent of bearing fruit, let us aim at the maximum so that we may bring forth grain a hundredfold as the Scripture says, “bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). 

Conclusion: 


We should always try to be fruitful in our life from every spiritual word we hear. We also ask God that He provides and blesses the fruits because he is the source and provider of every good in our life. 

Applications: 

· Read your Bible this week and bring to class next week questions about things that you did not understand.
· Evaluate yourself whenever you hear a sermon; how did you do in light of God’s word?
· Try to study hymns and melodies about devoting and dedicating your life to the Lord. 

· Show videos about the parables of the Lord Christ. 




Matthew 13:2-23
	3
	Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: "Behold, a sower went out to sow.

	4
	"And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them.

	5
	"Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth.

	6
	"But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away.

	7
	"And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them.

	8
	"But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

	9
	"He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"

	10
	And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?"

	11
	He answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.

	12
	"For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.

	13
	"Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.

	14
	"And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 'Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive;

	15
	For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.'

	16
	"But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear;

	17
	"for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

	18
	"Therefore hear the parable of the sower:

	19
	"When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.

	20
	"But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy;

	21
	"yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.

	22
	"Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.

	23
	"But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."



THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER(
Bible Reference:  Luke 8:4-15

Golden Verse:

"He who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life" John 5:24
Lesson Aim:

1. How to hear the word of God and follow it

2. Where to find the word of God

3. Start a program of regular (daily) Bible study

Lesson Notes:

1. The Sower is God Himself.

2. The seeds of God are His words.

3. The heart of man is as soil.

4. The nature of the soil determines the success of the planting:

a) The seed that fell by the roadside is like the word of God that is heard carelessly.

b) The seeds sown upon the rocks are like those on whom the word makes some impressions, but they are not deep and durable ones; in time of temptation, they fall.

c) The pleasures of life are as dangerous as the thorns that choke the good seed of the word.

d) The good ground which brings good fruit is the honest and good heart. It is firmly close to God. That person hears the word of God, understands and keeps it. Where the word is well kept, there will be fruits.

Exercise:

Start a program of daily Bible readings with your students.


(
HE WENT OUT [ANONYMOUS] “The sower went forth to sow,” not simply going from place to place but with a deliberate design. He did not go where He had not been before, nor did He abandon the place He had left, because God is everywhere. He did not go beyond His presence because God is everywhere. Rather, He went out because God is present where His righteousness is honored. Where His righteousness is not present, neither is God fully received. Those who are within His righteousness are found inside, and those who are not within His righteousness are found outside. Therefore, as long as God was in heaven where all are righteous, He was inside. Coming forth into the fallen world, however, which was completely outside God's righteousness, He went outside in order to bring it inside. Therefore, since all nations, disdaining God's righteousness, were living under the power of the devil, He went forth outside in order to sow righteousness in the world, where it had been absent before on account of their sins. "The sower went out to sow." It was not sufficient for him to say, "He went out to sow," but he added, "The sower went out to sow" to point out that He was not a new sower and was not doing this work for the first time. It was just like God to do this. He has always been sowing. Indeed, from the beginning of the human race, it was natural for God to sow the seeds of knowledge. He is the One who, through Moses, sowed among the people the seeds of the commandments of the law. He is the One who, speaking through the prophets, sowed not only the remedies of things present but also the knowledge of things future. He went out, so that in a human body and through Himself, He might sow His divine commandments. (INCOMPLETE WORK ON MATTHEW, HOMILY 31)
13:4 Sowing Along the Path 
ALONG THE PATH [ANONYMOUS]: "Some seeds fell by the path." What is this path? It is the world into which all are born and pass through. It is a path, a pilgrimage and a passing to all who come from God and hasten to God. As the prophet said, "I am your passing guest, a sojourner, like all my fathers." So even as the wayfarer is not concerned about anything along the way except for what he really needs, so too humans in their passage through the world must not be concerned about anything except for that which they really need. What is found along the path? People living according to this world, who know everything that is of the world and nothing that is of God. But day and night their minds and appetites are concerned with eating well and drinking well and cultivating the sordidness of the body. From these things all evils arise. (INCOMPLETE WORK ON MATTHEW, HOMILY 31)
THE BIRDS CAME AND DEVOURED THEM [ST. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA]: Let us look, as from a broader perspective, at what it means to be on the road. In a way, every road is hardened and foolish on account of the fact that it lies beneath everyone's feet. No kind of seed finds there enough depth of soil for a covering. Instead, it lies on the surface and is ready to be snatched up by the birds that come by. Therefore those who have in themselves a mind hardened and, as it were, packed tight, do not receive the divine seed but become a well-trodden way for the unclean spirits. These are what is here meant by "the birds of the heaven." But "heaven" we understand to mean this air, in which the spirits of wickedness move about, by whom, again, the good seed is snatched up and destroyed. Then what are those upon the rock? They are those people who do not take much care of the faith they have in themselves. They have not set their minds to understand the touchstone of the mystery. The reverence these people have toward God is shallow and rootless. It is in times of ease and fair weather that they practice Christianity, when it involves none of the painful trials of winter. They will not preserve their faith in this way, if in times of tumultuous persecution their soul is not prepared for the struggle. (FRAGMENT 168)
13:5-6 Falling on Rocky Ground 
ON ROCKY GROUND [ANONYMOUS]: The seeds of the word that are lying on rocky ground are snatched away by fleeting devils. Tell me, whose fault is it? That of the devils, who snatch away the seeds, or that of the careless souls, who do not bury them in the furrows of their hearts? I believe the fault is not that of the snatching devils. The thief who breaks through the wall enters the secret part of the house. But since he is stationed in a position outside, how can the thief be blameworthy so to speak? Thus also the devil, were he able to enter the innermost recesses of your heart to snatch the word away from you against your will, would indeed be blameworthy. But now what has been neglected and held in contempt by you, he snatches away. (INCOMPLETE WORK ON MATTHEW, HOMILY 31) 
THEY WITHERED AWAY [ANONYMOUS]: "And other seeds fell upon rocky ground." A rock has two properties of nature: strength and hardness. Therefore a man is said to be a rock either because of the constancy of his faith or because of the hardness of his heart. The prophet says in this regard, "I will take out of them the heart of stone." What then is the ground? It is the sin nature that remains in the soul of the faithful who are still drawn toward the flesh. For many have a good mind according to nature, but some do not have a faithful mind. Their mind is from God, but their soul is from the divided will. There are people who, if you speak to them about the glory of the saints or the blessedness of the heavenly kingdom, immediately become joyful and take delight in listening. Being wise according to nature, they readily accept the word. But you who are not content to give alms from your possessions, how will you be able to sustain the loss of your material things when hard times or persecutions strike in the light of God's word? You will become unsettled. (INCOM PLETE WORK ON MATTHEW, HOMILY 31) 
13:7 Falling on Thorns 
HOW THE WORD IS CULTIVATED [ANONYMOUS]: "Other seeds fell among thorns." First, I would like to say how a word sown in you is cultivated, as you may well understand, and how it is choked by your neighbors. You cultivate it by listening carefully to the Scriptures and the traditions of the doctors. In this way, the word of God is strengthened in you, grows and gladdens you, for thus it is with everything according to your belief. (INCOMPLETE WORK ON MATTHEW, HOMILY 31)
HOW THE WORD IS CHOKED [ANONYMOUS]: You must realize that the pursuit of wealth holds you back from attending church services to hear the Scriptures and the traditions of the doctors and be fed on the word that you have received. Though you approach with your body, you do not approach with your mind. Though you listen with your ears, you do not listen with your heart. Your heart lies entirely in those things you are concerned about. The desire for wealth does not permit you to do good works. Further, why does it permit you to lend what you own at interest, and what compels you to aggrandize yourself on another person's property? Likewise, if the word of God is jeopardized because you desire wealth or fear to lose what you have or wish to acquire what you do not have, you do not openly profess the truth of your faith. Do you see how the concern and desire for riches suffocate the word and do not allow it to yield fruit? (INCOMPLETE WORK ON MATTHEW, HOMILY 31)
13:8-9 Bringing Forth Grain 
RECEPTIVITY OF THE SOIL VARIES [ST. CHRYSOSTOM]: A fourth part is saved. But even here all are not alike. There are great differences.


Now these things Jesus said, showing that He preached to all without grudging. For the sower makes no distinction in the land submitted to him but simply and indifferently casts his seed. So He Himself too makes no distinction of rich and poor, of wise and unwise, of slothful or diligent, of brave or cowardly. He plants His seed among all, fulfilling His part. Although fore-knowing the results, it is within His power to say, "What ought I to have done that I have not done?" And the prophets speak of the people as of a vine: "For my beloved had a vineyard" and "He brought a vine out of Egypt." His concern is with sowing the seed. What is this illustrating? That obedience now will be quick and easier and will presently yield its fruit.


But when you hear once again that "the sower went forth to sow," do not think of it as a needless repetition. For the sower frequently goes forth for some other act also, either to plough, or to cut out the evil herbs, or to pluck up thorns, or to attend to some such matter. But now He is going forth to sow.


Now tell me how the greater part of the seed was lost? Not through the sower but through the ground that received it. The soul was unreceptive.


Note that Jesus does not say: The careless received some seed and lost it, the rich received other seed and choked it, and the superficial received some seed and betrayed it. It is not His intention to rebuke them severely, lest He should cast them into despair. Christ leaves the reproof to the conscience of His hearers. Remember also in the parable of the net that much was gathered in that was unprofitable.


But He speaks this parable as if to anoint His disciples and to teach them that they are not to be despondent even though those lost may be more than those who receive the word. It was with this same ease that the Lord Himself continued to sow, even He who fully foreknew the outcomes.


But why would it be reasonable to sow among thorns or on rocks or on the pathway? With regard to the seeds and the earth it cannot sound very reasonable. But in the case of human souls and their instructions, it is praiseworthy and greatly to be honored. For the farmer might be laughed at for doing this, since it is impossible for a rock to bear fruit. It is not likely that the path will become anything but a path or the thorns anything but thorns. But with respect to the rational soul, this is not so predictable. For here there is such a thing as the rock changing and becoming rich land. Here it is possible that the wayside might no longer be trampled upon or lie open to all who pass by but that it may become a fertile field. In the case of the soul, the thorns may be destroyed and the seed enjoy full security. For had it been impossible, this Sower would not have sown. And if the reversal did not take place in all, this is no fault of the Sower but of the souls who are unwilling to be changed. He has done His part. If they betrayed what they received of Him, He is blameless, the Exhibitor of such love to humanity.


But mark this carefully: there is more than one road to destruction. There are differing ones, and wide apart from one another. For they who are like the wayside are the coarse-minded and indifferent and careless; but those on the rock such as fail from willed weakness only. (THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, HOMILY 44.4-5)
SOME A HUNDREDFOLD, SOME SIXTY, SOME THIRTY [ANONYMOUS]: "Some upon good soil." Good soil stands for those who abstain from deceitful wealth and who do good as far as they are able. They yield fruit thirtyfold. If they show contempt for all their goods and undertake to serve God, they have sixtyfold. And if they are afflicted by a bodily infirmity and put up with it patiently, they have a hundredfold, and the ground is good.


One who yields thirtyfold, that is, who does no evil but does good to the extent one can, this is indeed thirtyfold. One does not yield completely. One who yields sixtyfold is not fully able to show contempt for all one's goods and fast regularly all one's life, or live in celibacy, or suffers bodily deprivations. That would be sixtyfold. Therefore the Lord says to His apostles, who are capable of sixtyfold: "Sell what you have and give alms." But upon those incapable of sixtyfold He enjoins thirtyfold, saying, "Give to everyone who asks of you, and do not turn away from one who asks for a loan." Likewise, the one who is capable of sixtyfold cannot completely attain a hundredfold. How many are those who are able to give up their goods, suffer the loss of their possessions, live in celibacy, suffer bodily deprivations and yet do not have the heart to sustain a hundredfold? (INCOMPLETE WORK MATTHEW, HOMILY 31)

NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
The Parable of the Sower

Matthew 13:1-23

[image: image1.png]Memory Verse:
	He who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces.

Matthew 13:23


1. To whom did the Lord explain the parable?


a) The disciples


b) The multitude


c) Peter


d) John

2. When can our hearts be like the soil of the path? 
3. How can we cure our life from the rocky soil? 
4. Match the following to make complete sentences:

	(a) The Sower is
	(   ) cares and pleasures of life.

	(b) The seeds are
	(   ) the devils.

	(c) The fowls of the air are
	(   ) the words of God.

	(d) The thorns are
	(   ) God.


5. Use the same order of choices in question #2 to answer this question:


What kind of soil do the following people resemble?


a) After X had gone out of Church, he bought a lottery ticket.  (   )


b) After Y had left Sunday School, he forgot what the lesson was about.  (   )


c) After Z had gone out of Church, he started to worry about his upcoming exam.  (   ) 










































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.


( Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, Matthew 1-13, by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Manlio Simonetti, InterVarsity Press, 2001
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