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The Wedding at Cana 

Objectives: 

· To understand the limits of social participation 

· Wine and Christianity 

Memory Verse: 

“Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5: 18). 
References 

· St. John’s Gospel and its various commentaries 

Introduction: 

The Symbolic Meaning 


This nice story has deep meanings. There were six jars of stone for the Jewish rites of purification. The Jews considered number seven as the complete number. So number six indicates incompleteness. Here is an indication that Jesus Christ completed in His first miracle what the Old Testament was lacking, thus declaring the beginning of the New Testament. The beloved St. John gives another comment. Each stone jar held twenty or thirty gallons of water. This means that Jesus Christ offered the guests about one hundred and eighty gallons of wine. The guests of a simple rural party, whatever their number was, could not consume this much. Here is an indication of the rich and abundant grace of God. 

Lesson Outline: 

Christ’s Social Participation 


Lord Jesus attended the wedding at Cana in Galilee together with His disciples. He also accompanied them to Lazarus’s tomb (Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep). Christian participation is not a formal one, neither is it a sort of social behavior, but it is a response to a cordial call, a participation within the frame of truth. A Christian does not participate in the works of darkness but reproaches them. May our hearts be gentle, decent and share all people in their feelings, in deep love and in complete obedience to the truth. 
Christ obeys His mother 


He knew that His hour had not come yet; “O woman what have you to do with me?” This speech style does not mean that Christ despised His mother because it was He who demanded that we should honor our parents; He could not despise His mother. The word “woman” here means “Lady.” She knew that He loved her and obeyed her. “Do whatever He tells you;” this reveals the importance of intercession of the Virgin Mary, as she knew His will more than all other people. Thus, our prayers are acceptable when we ask for her intercession. 

The Problem of Wine at Cana in Galilee 


The stone jars were empty, indicating that the old rites of purification did not succeed in purifying man. In fact, the word of God alone purifies man; when He said, “Fill the jars with water,” the water brought people back to reason, as it was the word of God that worked and had its great effect on people. The word of God gave the water in the jars an abundant power. The wine which Jesus created did not deprive people of their senses. The wine of Cana in Galilee refers to Christ’s love, “For Your love is better than wine” (The Song of Solomon 1:2, 4:10). 


The first miracle that Jesus Christ performed was turning the water into wine, and the last miracle He performed was turning wine into His own blood. That clearly marks the path of a spiritual life…water, then wine, then blood. This means that the normal, natural life of the body (water) contacts with Christ in His love (wine), and this in its turn qualifies man to receive Christ’s Holy Body (and Blood). The good wine which Christ offered refers to Christ’s purification of the instincts of man in the mystery of marriage. 

The Christian attitude towards wine 


There is nothing defiled in Christianity concerning food or drink; “Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man” (Mathew 15:11). The problem lies in the substance made and the way it is used. The good wine is used in the Church to be turned into the Blood of Christ. 

· “Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5: 18). Either we are comforted by the Spirit or enjoy the wine of this world and perish. Thus, the following principles restrict the Christian man’s behavior towards wine, movies and all social matters.” 

· “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful” (1 Corinthians 6:12, 10:23). 

· “All things are lawful for me but I will not be enslaved by anything” (1 Corinthians 6:12). 

· “All things are lawful but not all things build up” (1 Corinthians 10:23). 

· “If food is a cause of my brother’s falling, I will never eat meat” (1 Corinthians 8:13). 

· “Because zeal for Your house has eaten me up” (Psalm 69: 9). At two instances, Jesus drove out all those who sold and bought; at the beginning of his ministry and at the end of his ministry. 

· How did Jesus regard those who believed in His miraculous deeds? 

· This chapter of the Gospel must be for our benefit. We should enjoy the following: 

· Cordial, spiritual participation with man
· The Holy wine of Divine love 

· Holy conscious and enlightened zeal for the temple of God, inside and outside (i.e. your heart and your Church). 

Conclusion: 


“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15). Humanely participate to help those who are depressed and those who are happy; make sure that this participation stems out of the heart.
Applications: 

· Make use of films or other media means available to illustrate this miracle. 

· Make a wall Chart. Draw and explain the wedding at Calla in Galilee and the stages of this event. 




John 2:1-11

	1
	On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.

	2
	Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.

	3
	And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine."

	4
	Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come."

	5
	His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it."

	6
	Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.

	7
	Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim.

	8
	And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it.

	9
	When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.

	10
	And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!"

	11
	This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.



The Miracle of the Wedding in Cana of Galilee(
Reference:        John 2:1-11 

Golden Verse: 
"My help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth."  Psalm 121:2

Lesson Goals: 

1. Show the Divinity of Christ through His miracles 

2. The intersection of St. Mary 

3. God's blessing of the marriage 

Lesson Notes: 

1. Jesus Christ, His mother and disciples share in attending the wedding in Cana.  By His attendance and performing His first miracle, Jesus graced our marriage. 

2. St. Mary, the Mother of God, concerned herself with the needs of her host.  She's always concerned about our needs. 

3. She knew where to ask for help; she went directly to Jesus, asking for nothing short of a miracle. 

4. Jesus did the miracle before His time for the sake of His mother. 

5. Don't forget the role of the servant.  Did God need the water?  He expects us to do what we can to help ourselves; then He helps us with what we can't do. 

6. Jesus shows His Divinity by creating a new material (wine); only God can create. 

7. The wine refers to the Holy Eucharist.  The six water pots refer to the six meanings of the Eucharist: Thanksgiving, Anamnesis, sacrifice, presence of God, Intercession and Communion. 


The Miracle of the Wedding in Cana of Galilee(
(Abbreviated Story for kids)
I. Jesus Christ’s First Miracle
a. It shows His Divinity

1. Jesus Christ made the best wine; God can perfect the least significant.
2. His disciples believed on Him.
3. Jesus blessed marriage and declares it holy and honorable.
b. Symbols of the Miracle

1. Wine = Eucharist
2. Six water pots = six meanings of the Eucharist
1. Thanksgiving
2. Anamnesis

3. Sacrifice

4. Presence of God

5. Intercession

6. Communion

c. The feast of the wedding at Cana of Galilee is on January 21.

II. Mother Mary’s Intercession

a. She was concerned about the needs of the host.

1. She’s also concerned about our needs.

2. She expected Jesus Christ to act; nothing short of a miracle

3. She forced Jesus Christ to do the miracle before His time!
b. Jesus Christ honors His mother

1. Even though He disagreed with her, He did what she asked.
2. He was obedient.

c. The role of the servants:

1. Did they need to add water to the empty jars?

2. God expects us to do what we can before He can help us with what we can’t do.


Supplemental Notes( On
The Wedding at Cana in Galilee 

1. The careful listener will notice that the celebration was not held in Jerusalem, but outside Judaea, in the country of the Gentiles.  For it is very plain that the Synagogue of the Jews had rejected the heavenly Bridegroom, but by the Church of the Gentiles He was received with a joyful heart.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

2. Jesus begins His ministry at a wedding in Galilee, which was largely Gentile territory; thus this sign becomes a symbol of the joy of the Kingdom being spread beyond Judea to the entire world.  (The Orthodox Study Bible)
3. It is not devoid of mystical meaning that the marriage is reported to have taken place on the 3rd day.  This indicates that the Lord came to link the Church to Himself during the 3rd age.  Indeed, the 1st age shone brightly in the world with examples of the patriarchs before the law, the 2nd with the writings of the prophets under the law, the 3rd with the proclamation of the evangelists in the time of grace, as if by the light of the 3rd day.  (Bede)

4. Wine was diluted with water in the ancient world; the Jews diluted it in a proportion of one part wine to three parts water, to discourage drunkenness.  (The Orthodox Study Bible)
5. Christ replied, “What is to Me and to thee, woman?”  It is as if to say plainly, “That I can do a miracle comes to Me of My Father, not of My Mother.”  For He Who, of the nature of His Father, did miracles had it of His Mother that He could die.  (St. Gregory the Great)

6. When Christ said, “My hour has not yet come,” he refers primarily to the time of His glorification – His Passion, death, Resurrection, and Ascension.  (The Orthodox Study Bible)
7. He works all things at their due season, not doing everything at once, because a kind of confusion and disorder would have ensued.  As yet He was not manifest to the many, nor had He even His whole choir of disciples.  He also means to say, “I ought not to have been told it from thee; thou art My Mother, and render the miracle suspicious.  They who wanted the wine should have come and entreated Me, not that I need this, but that they might, with an entire assent, accept the miracle.”  For one that knows that he is in need, is very thankful when he obtains assistance, but one who has not a sense of his need, will never have a plain and clear sense of the benefit.  (St. John Chrysostom)

8. The Woman, having, as was fitting, great weighty influence over the Lord, her Son, persuades Him to work a miracle.  She also prepares the way for it, bidding the waiters of the feast to be at hand.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

9. Despite Jesus Christ’s reply, His mother expects her Son will act; therefore, she tells the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”  (The Orthodox Study Bible)
10. Christ gives us an example that the greatest honor is due to parents, since it is out of reverence for His Mother that He now undertakes to do that which He had not yet desired to do.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

11. Water represents knowledge of sacred Scripture, which both cleanses its hearers from the stain of sins, and gives them drink from the font of divine cognition.  The six vessels in which it was contained are the devout hearts of the holy, whose perfection of life and faith was set before the human race as an example of believing and living properly through six ages of this transitory world, up to the time of the Lord’s teachings.  (Bede)

12. That there are 6 (one less than the perfect 7) may indicate that the Levitical law (Lev 11:29-38), typified by this water, was partial, incomplete, imperfect.  The water, symbolizing the old dispensation, is changed into wine, symbolizing the new dispensation revealed by Christ, which is abundant with grace and truth.  (The Orthodox Study Bible)
13. Christ changed the whole exterior appearance of the letter of the law to the Gospel virtue of heavenly grace – which is the meaning of His having made wine from water.  (Bede)

14. Of course the Lord could have filled the empty water-pots with wine, since in the elementary stages of the world’s creation, He created all things out of nothing, but He preferred to make wine from water in order to teach that He had not come to cancel and repudiate the law and the prophets, but to fulfill them.  (Bede)

15. The transformation of the water into wine is an anticipation of the transformation of the bread and wine into Christ’s Body and Blood at the Eucharist.  (The Orthodox Study Bible)
16. When Christ, as a sign of His power, clearly changed the water into wine, the entire crowd rejoiced, for they considered the taste marvelous.  Now we all at the banquet in the Church partake of Christ with holy joy from the wine changed into His blood, praising the great Bridegroom.  (Romanos the Melodist)

Fr. Antonious Henein’s Sermon

17. Of all the miracles performed by Christ, why has the Church chosen to commemorate this one (as a feast) in particular?  There was much more spectacular miracles performed by Christ than transforming water into wine; for example: bringing back to life one who was dead for 4 days, the restoration of the born blind man’s eyes, and the healing of the semi paralyzed man who was 38 years in his infirmity.  Therefore, there must be some kind of mystery, something very distinctive about the miracle at Cana of Galilee.

18. The common thread which connects all of the Dominical Feasts is that they all relate to our salvation; they relate to my and your salvation.  Because it may not be very clear how salvation is related to some of the events being celebrated, one needs to meditate intently on the event being commemorated.
19. The Gospel says that it was “the beginning of the signs” which Christ did.  What was the last sign?  It was when Christ transformed the wine into His Life-giving Blood on Covenant Thursday, and on Great Friday, He shed His Blood for the salvation of the whole world.  When you look at Christ’s first and last “signs” together, they tell you that Christ is the Savior.

20. Who is the savior of the Old Testament?  Who saved the House of Israel from enslavement to Pharaoh and Egypt?  It was Moses.  Moses performed “signs” (the 10 plagues) to declare God’s salvation in the Old Testament.  Do you remember the 1st plague?  It was the transformation of the waters of the rivers into blood; this was the first “sign” performed by Moses the prophet.  What about the last plague?  The last plague, by which the Egyptians are struck, is the lamb of the Passover and the deaths of the firstborn of the Egyptians.  The blood of the lamb of the Passover was spread on the lintels and the two side posts of the doors, in order for the House of Israel to be saved.
21. Christ came proclaiming that Moses was only a prototype of the True Savior, Jesus Christ.  In order to prove that He is the True Savior for whom Moses was just a prototype, Christ’s first and last “sign” conjoined with the first and last plagues performed by Moses in Egypt to liberate the House of Israel from bondage.  Therefore, the first “sign” performed by Christ was not just any miracle; it wasn’t like the hundreds of miracles that Christ performed.
22. The Gospel says, “And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the Mother of Jesus was there.” If you go back to the 1st chapter of St. John’s Gospel, you’ll find no mention of a chronological series of events which lead up to this “third day.” Of course, I cannot read the phrase, “the third day,” without remembering the Resurrection of Christ.  Remember that the blood and the Resurrection have to be related to each other; the significance of Christ’s Cross lies in the Resurrection of Christ after three days.  This passage has no other purpose except to bring the reader’s attention to Christ’s savific work that came to completion and was made powerful and effective through His Resurrection on the third day.
23. “And Jesus also was invited, and His disciples, to the marriage.” When you hear this phrase of Jesus and His disciples, you should immediately think of Jesus and the Church.  The Disciples of Christ are the Church; they are the first seed of the Church, which is the congregation of believers.  The Church also bears a beautiful name; she is the Bride of Christ.  Saint John says that there is a New Bridegroom and Bride as well – Christ and the Church.  Will our attention be set on the bride and bridegroom that sit over there, or will it be set on Jesus and the Church that are also present at the wedding?  There are some people whose attention is set upon worldly matters, and there are some people who will concentrate on the True Bridegroom and the True Bride.

24. Wine is always a symbol of rejoicing.  The Holy Virgin tells the True Bridegroom, they have no more wine – the inhabitants of this world have fallen short of joy and from Whom will True Rejoicing come?  It comes from Christ and the Church.

25. Salvation that is from God is that which causes our spirits to rejoice, but the poor soul who runs after the wine of this world so that s/he may acquire some temporal pleasure, happiness, or rejoicing is an impoverished soul because True Happiness and True Rejoicing come to the who person who discovers that God is his/her Savior.

26. When trials and hardships are upon me daily, and there are obstacles that may hamper happiness from my life, I must do as the Holy Virgin did at Cana of Galilee; I must go to Christ and tell Him, “They have no wine. There is no more wine.  Please do something; Thou art the One in Whom my spirit rejoices.  I rejoice not in the wine of this world.”

27. Christ calls the Holy Virgin, “woman,” twice; when was the second time that Christ called the Holy Virgin “woman”?  When He was on the Cross and said to her, “Woman, behold thy son …”  The word “woman” was not repeated by Christ but on these two occasions, the Wedding at Cana of Galilee and while He was on the Cross.  The word is repeated so that you may be cognizant of the fact that the two instances are closely linked together.

28. “Mine hour is not yet come.”  What is His hour?  It is the Cross.  It is as if Christ tells the Holy Virgin, “You know that from the moment in which I begin My work on earth, that I will be approaching and moving towards the Cross.”  So this moment marks the beginning of a period which will conclude with the Cross of Christ.

29. He will never refuse His mother’s request.  Even though He did not respond by assuring her that He would restore the wine, and even though His response was one full of mystery – pointing to the Cross from afar.  The Holy Virgin understands that: “He may respond as He wishes because He speaks a mystery, but I am confident that He will do something.” God will never neglect a person who has run out of wine; God will do something to restore that wine, that rejoicing; He will offer a new type of rejoicing.

30. The word “servants” here points to the servants of the Church, specifically to those servants who administer the Mysteries in the Church.  What do the servants of the Church do?  They are the ones who fill the chalice with wine and offer – what has been transformed into the Blood of Christ – to the faithful.  The servants in the Church do nothing but serve, the whole of the Mysteries are performed through Divine Work; Christ is He who completes the Mystery and not the servants.

31. Why six water pots?  Because there are six days in the week in which the Jews required purification; on the 7th day of the week the Jews did not require purification.  Everyday they used a water pot to cleanse themselves, the eating utensils, and the places in which they resided, according to Jewish ritual.  The house was full of other vessels; why did Christ choose these water pots to perform the miracle?  Christ wants to teach us that the Old Testament purification of the Jews, which was completed through water, was a symbol of the True purification that was to be completed for the faithful children of God in the Church through Blood.  It is “the Blood of Jesus Christ … [that] cleanses us from all sin.” (1 Jn 1:7)  These water pots that were used of old for the purpose of purification were symbolic of the True purification that would take place and be sealed through the Blood of Christ.  And from where will I receive the Blood of Christ?  From the wine.
32. “This did Jesus in Cana of Galilee as the beginning of the sings, and it made manifest His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.”  It is the same sign, it is the same miracle, it is the same work, but the responses are different.  Christ’s disciples, the children of the Church, “believed in Him,” while the master of the feast only commended the wine’s materialistic taste.  Beware that you seek not Christ solely for the purposes of material wealth, health, or success and seek not what is truly needful – the Kingdom of Heaven.  It is your faith that will allow you to reside with Christ, not at the wedding at Cana of Galilee.
33. Christ's disciples, through their faith, were made ready to drink the new wine with Christ in His feast wherein He is the True Bridegroom and they are His Bride in His Father’s Heavenly Kingdom. 

NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
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Read: John 2:1-11
Verse to memorize: 

	Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit.

 Ephesians 5: 18


1. Mention another event in which our Lord participated socially to “Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep:”
2. Did Christ disrespect His mother when He said, “O woman, what have you to do with Me?” Explain:
3. Show the importance of St. Mary’s intercession from this event:
4. When did Christ turn the wine into His Blood?
5. When must a Christian not participate in a social event?
6. What‘s the Christian attitude towards drinking wine?
7. Mention a verse from the Bible that speaks against drunkenness:



































































































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( Prepared by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( References Used:


The Orthodox Study Bible, St. Athanasius Orthodox Academy – Santa Barbara, CA, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1993


The Orthodox New Testament (Volume I), endnotes, pages 483-487


The Wedding at Cana of Galilee, a homily delivered by Fr. Antonious Henein, September 5, 2002, translated by Anthony and Maryann Shenoda
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